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THE CANADA CITIZEN

the Dominion Parlinment has power to prohibit the liquor traflic by
virtue of its jurisdiction over matters aflecting trade and commeree,
no decision has yet asserted that the local legislatuies have not sim-
ilar power arising out of their right to legislate upon other mnt-
ters, as fov example, in the interests of oider, public morality, cte.
In fact the Ontario Legislature has virtually asserted its right to
exercise this power, by the Ontario Temperance Act,-which dele-
gates such power to municipal councils, and ratepayers, and also
by the License Law amendment Act of 1884 which delegates, to a
majority of electors in any polling sub-division, the right to pre-
vent the issue of licenses therein. In fact a few wecks ago the
township council of Belmont and Methuen passcd a by-law probi-
biting the issue of licenses in that municipality. Under these cir-
cumstances it would seem that the provincial legislatures could pro-
vide for prohibiting the issue of licenses in any municipality by a
majority vote of ratepayers. Such a vote could be provided for in
connection with the municipal clections, at very small expense, and
with great advantage to many localities.

Tir QUEsTION OF A PLEBIsCITE was thoroughly discussed by
the Convention. A resolution on the matter was subrnitted
by the Committee on Legislation and the proposal was em-
phatically negatived. The views of our fiiends on this matter
have been sumewhat misrepresented by a section of the press. The
Alliance rejected the plebiscite proposal, because in the first place
the necessity for it no longer exists, in the second place it would
involve delay in the final scttlement of the prohibition ques-
tion, and in the third place it would divert the cnergies of our
workers from the present useful Scott Act agitation, and would so
lead to the abandonment of work that now practically secures pro-
hilition, for an agitation that, at best, could only secure a mere ex-
pression of opinion on the question of prohibition. All that could
be gained by a plebiscite is being now gained by Scott Act work
with the additional advantage, that in thus securing an expression
of sentiment, we are also securing actual and effective local prohi-
bition.

Sote years ago temperance men ssked for a direct plebiscite ;
the request was refused and we accepted the Scott Act asan altern-
ative. We have now through the Scott Act taken a plebiscite in
fifty-six cities and countics and are getting ready to tuke it in
many more. Organizations are formed, money is subscribed, liter-
ature is prepared ; good has been done and is being done.  Tem-
perance sentiment could not be any more clearly or strongly ex-
pressed in any other way. We do not want a plebiscite, we know
what public sentiment is.  Parlinment needs no plebiscite to inform
it of that sentiment. Then why should a proposal be entertained,
the canying out of which would not place us in any better position
but would cffectually impede our progress and ensure unncccssary:
delay 7 The time has now come for our legislators to abandon any
policy of procrastination on this question. An emphatic statement
has been wmade that parliament “is of the opinion, that the r ght
and most ctheetual leg slative remedy for the vils of intemperance
is to be found in the ennctinent and enforeement of a jaw piombit.
ing the importation, manufacture and sale of intoxicating .iquors
for bevernge purposes.  And this House is prepaved, so soon as
public opinion will sufficiently sustain stringent meusures, to pro-
mote such legislation, so fur as the same is within the competency
of the Pariiament of Canada.”

—_—

1f our legilators are not prepared to redecws that Jedge, we
must not ab any rate ack them to assume that all that we have said
and done means nothing, and that we now want an . pportunity to
eXPIess our veal sentiment. 1t is the duty of all prohivitionists, not
merely to avoid making, but determinedly to resist, any such unfair
and unreasonable propusal,

Tup, Rerowr op 1114 L1rtATURE CoMMITTEE was an unusually
extensive aid earcfully prepared document. Many delegates were
much Jmpreseed with the intmense amount of work that had been
accomplishied nt & very small cost. The plans proposed by tho
commitbes ad endorsed Ly the convention ought to commend
themselves to the suppott of every friend of the prohibitory move-
ment,  The lnrge suceess of Scobt Act work during the past

- yeur was Inrg ly due to the extensive cireulation of carefully pre-
pured Ditaratare, and workers in coming contests should see that
this imporgant branch of their work receives the attention that it
merits,

Tup Newry Bieeren Exsconve CoMMmiTTet is composed of
the very Juesh ainl inost advanced workers and thinkers of the pio-
vinee, In the lection of officers there was nothing in the shape of
anxiety or affort to seeure position, and at the same time there was
no hesitation or reluctanice, on the part of any one, to undertake
any work that the convention thought fit to assign him. The
whoale pracesadings wors churacteristic of the present position of our
great movement and full of promise of still greater things.to come.

ROYAL TEMPLARS.

—— ——

The Jrege number of delegates and vepresentatives from the
Councily of this new temperance order, which attended the Ontario
Allinnes Convention lust week, reminds us of its importance and
its wonderful developmient, One gentleman remarked in the Con-
vention that he did not know before that the Royal Templars Or-
der was a prohibition saciety, and in view of the fact that the insti-
tution is the growth of a few years, some allowance can be made
for the remarls, it wo venture to say that for the future such

* ignoraneo will be inexcusable in a temperance man.  The peculiar
feature of the Order is the beneficiary plan, providing weekly bene-

fits and medieal uttenidince to its members during sickness, and a
sum of from 8500 to 82,000 to the families of deceased members

The paymeants upon bunefits are made monthly, and as none but
total ahstainers participate, the cost is reduced very much below
socicties which tuke notenbstainers. This beneficiary feature wins
to the Order many substential members, and gives it a degree of
solidity and prmunetice not enjoyed by any simple temperancs so-
ciety. The Owdor is, however, pre-eminently a temperance and
prohibition organization, with its doors open to every man and
woman willing to aid our gommon cause. Only those who desire to
participate in the benefits are assessed to support that branch of
the Order,

Less than thres yenrs ago the first Grand Council in Canada
was organized in Ontario, there being at that time about
700 members in the jurisdiction. To-day there are Grand Councils
in Ontarin, New Brunswick and Manitoba, and Select Councils in
every provines of the Hominion and in Newfoundland, with amem-
Lership safely estinuted at 5,000. The Dowminion Council which
has jupisdietion aver British North America, manages the benefici-
ary department, and in the ast three months of 1584 issued up-
wards of 1,600 esrtificates representing in death benefits 82,000,000.

fanitobe Grand Couneil inet Inst weck in Winnipeg and reported
a membership in the Province of about 1,000, growing from 150 &
year ago, Ontarle Urand Council wili mect in Toronto on the 10th
of Feb, In Duesinber, the Order was introduced into British Colum-
bia und Prines Falward Island. A bright and well edited monthly
is published by the Dominion Council, and a cqpy full of informa-
tion abont the Order iy bo obtained by addressing the Canadiun
Royal Lemplur, Hamilton, Ont.

POLLINGS FIXED.
BEMEMBER TI18 WORKERS IN YOUR PRAYERS.
Durham & Northumberland. . Feb. 26 | Drununond, Que.. .. Mar. 5th




