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MUNICIPAL
iDEPATMNT

THE LAYING-OUT 0F PARKS, RE-
CREATION GROUNDS AND

OPEN SPACES.UN FRANÇIS sýfVT11V.
The suWejct of tbis paper i>,lit flot,

perhaps, be considcecd of an engineering
character, but the duties of a mîuniciàpal
engîncer of the prescrit day are of àud i a
n1uitifarious nuiture that the laying-out
.ind ...î f PU .je ýpn pace_; in ninst
instanc.es corne under hbs supervision and
management, and therc is no doubt bis
wark under this hicad iviii, in rnany cases,
be increased by reason of the Queen's
Diamond Jubilce.

It wacs the author's first intention ta
confine bis remnarks to the seiciion and
planting of shrubs ; but in must cases, if
a local nurseryin were consulted, the
advice obtained in regard to selection of
trees and shrubs suitable to the locality
would be most valuable, but generally the
ideas and artistic tastes of the ordinary
nurserymian are not o! a very high order,
and therefore a paper embodyîng general
principles of laying-out open spaces would
perb ips be of more utilîîy tei municipal
engineels.

It is impossible to lay down any fixed
rules to follow, as no two sites are alike in
the character of their surroundings or
background, in their clevation, in the
configuration o! their surfaces, or theit
sîze. Except in a few instances the area
would be limnited, and where ihis is the
case the size can ta a certain extent bc
disguised, and the site apparently en
larged by the disposition of the paths, and
the position of shrubberies and trees su
arranged that when standing on one sidi
of the site elongatcd views can only bî
obtaîned of the grass on the other side
cither over the shrubs or between patche
of shrubberies. Al objectionible con
tiguaus and distant objects, such as thi
backs o! bouses, walls, chimney shafts
etc., bhould be shui out o! view front th
interior of the site as much as possible b~
the~ planting of quick-growing trees an
shrubs.and caremust betaken that suitabli
distant scenery is not obliteratedfromview

The building o! walls, eater o! stone o
brick, to enclose a site, is mosm objection
able, as they neyer harmonize wîîh trec
or shirubs, and if there exist any sudl
walls whicb cannot be interfereci wiîli
strong-growing îvy shouîd be planted th
quickly cover tibeir surfaces. No doubt
wall would be requircd for the frontag

fine of a street, but in tbis case st shoul
bc a dwarf anc surmounted with irai
palings. On thase sides of the site whic
are exposed ho cold winds, a screen c
quick-growving, hardy trees, stich as pinci
sycamores, poplars, et(., sbould, if pow
sible, be planted ; the former are te b
preferrcd, as they are not decîduous, an
therefore offer protection wben most r(

qcîrcd-viz., during winter monthis-and
if a deep suii ç,mn bc UbtiLintd, cailhe[
nattiraily or trtifit.illIy, îlîey grow very
quickly, and the object in view is soon
attaincd. lThe sombre appearance o!
sanie of them înay be avoided by cither
planting two or threc varieties, or inter-
mîxing with decmduous trees, in order ta
obtaîn a combînatian o! greens to lîrevent
a înonotony. A sccen of this kind is
essential whcrc thc site is an exposed one,
as cold winds have far worsc effcct upon
plant growth than frost; indccd, the latter
bas a beneficial effect upon ail but tender
plants unlcss vcry scîcre, by retarding
growth during a period o! ecquired test.

The first thinR ho bc consîdered would
be the approaches ta the site, which
should bc macte ab bout ab jîub>itbie, .oîîd
the streets in whîch thiey are sîtuatcd, if
not o! stiflicient wirlth, %vdenteil te at
least 50, fi. or 6o ft., anti the entrances
made opposite to the intersection of any
steet. If ladges are requîred, and have
two floars, the upper story might be pre-

*ferably buit wîîlî baif-timber work, and
bave a high-pitched tîled roof, with a

*backing front the street a! taîl grawing
trees, and with one or tvo dtvarfer inter-
veiiing trees (standard fruit trees answer
admirably for this purpase) between the
lodge and the street, the idea being that
the tops nf the rall trees will fnrm a hack-
ing for the roc! of thc lodgc, anld te inter-
vening trees form a foregiound, with the
balf-timber work shuiing through the
branches, so that care must be taken that
if more than one is planied the trees
should have ample spice between them,
so that they do-not bide thc hiaif-timber

* mork entirely. If the Iodge is a two-story
one the space betwten it and the Street
should not be less than, say, 6o ft., but if

*only ane stary a minimum distance of,
saY. 30 fî.may ticadopted. In the former
case a small garden might bc attachcd t0
the lodgc, surraunded .,ith a border of

eshrubs planted closely ; in the latter case

e the whole of the space filled up with shrubs,
*and if a garden werc requîred it %votld be

placed at the back or side of the lodgc.
S In cach case it adds to the effect of the
-ladge if eitb"ýr rases, clemiatîs, ivy, or otber
e climbing plants are allowcd te grow up
)the front and sides of the lodgc. In the
e case o! a one-story lodgc, the trees planted

y' for a background should be of a dwarf
lnature-fruit trees, for instaîîce-so tbat
e the faliage niay not ovcrhang the roof, but

form a contrast t0 it.

If a refrcshment or shelter kiosk or
,m:buttî-liuu:ic5 are rcqtthed, the former
shçiuld be crected at an equally accessible
point from, cvery part of the site; the
position, howcvcr, must be subservient te
effeet. A good plan would be to have the
kîosk constrttctcd mitb two floors, the
lower story utiized for rcfreslinents, or a
shelter, perhaps, enclosed and glazed, and
tire upper shory, of a lcss floar arca,
roofed, having open sides tvith an orna-
mental wood or iran railing, for the loca-
tion of the band, as by tbis mens tbe
sound wotild be better blcnded and dis.
trîbuted ; or sînaîl arbour-bouses might
be erected bere and there over the nite,
thecir positions being again contralled by
the cffect they ivill have upon the other
deta;ls n! the qehe '*flîpse irhncirs might
be niade very inexpensive, and certainly
very effective, by constructing a brick or
concrete foundatian, wvith a framework af
bardwood fixed therean, covered îvith
matchiboarding staincd a warm color and
varnished, and a tiled roof; or, better
and cheaper still, a boarded roof thatched
prefcrably with heather, or a light framre-
work: of iron might be substituted for
wood, cavered witb strong galvanized
netting, and ivy planted round the nutside
uf the arbour.

Ivy is nat used so rnuch as it ought ta
be for titis purpose, perhaps an accounit of
ris slow gromvtb as it is tisually planted ; if,
homvever, the ground is properly prepared
and quick-growving varieties obtained, sucb
as the Irîsh tvy ýHedera Helix Canarien-
sisj, the touîhed ivy .HI. dentata), or the
Algtrian ivy (H. Helix Algeriansis), it
wauld only be a couple of years befare
such a structure ivas covered. A trench
4 fi. tvide should be first dug where the
ivy is required tu be planted, ta the depth-_
o! the surface soi], but no deeper. The
subsoil should be then dug over with a
long fark and disintcgrated, and have at
least a barrawftîl o! rciîten manuire tu
every yaid o! trench incorporated with it;
this should be well tradden domvn and the.
surface soif replaced upon the top anod
agaîn wel trodden domvn. The plants
shouîd have previously been grommn in
pots nt least 40'S in size, and bave at least
4 ft. o! stent, and be planied 4 fi. apamt,
well tradden in, watercd, and if the
weathcr is dry, mulched with manture. As
saon.as growth scarts the leader shouladbe
pinched out, in order to allomv laterai
shoots to break and forai low growth.
Nvy is a grass feedier, and if planted as
nurserymen generally do, by simply dig-
ging a whole and puîtîng the roots into it
and covering tlîem up, it is a long ime
before any result is obtained, but if
planted as the author advies growth soon
commences-

(To he Continued.)
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Is the Highest Grade Artificial Portland Cernent and thie Best for Higlh
Class Work. Has beco tised largely for Goveroment and Municipal WVorks.
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