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‘MY BEE BOOK.
WM. COTTAM, M. A, LONDON,

The sting of a hee isvery curione. It is
abollow tube, within which is a sheatb,
or two sharp barbed or bearded spoars,
somewhat like the barbe of fish-hooke.
T'heeo spears in the sheath lie, one with its
point a little before that of the other ;
one is first darted into the flesh, which
being fixed by means of its foremost
bagh, the other strikes in too ; and so they
alternately pierce deeper uatil tho sheath
follows, 82 that the poison is conveyed in-
t the wound. When the barbs or beatde
are thus lodged deep in  the - flesh,
the bees Jeave their siings bLehind-them,
.not being able to withdraw thelr spears
into their scabbards and the bew lodasths his
life withio an hour after he loosoth bis
sting, and some withiz Sanminutes.

With respect to tie.polson which is left
4n the wouad,from more than thirty yexra’
experienca I have tho greatest reason to he-
lieve that tho sting of ono bae servesto
mollify, prevent swelling, and, in «ffct,
care the stiog of another. Innumerable
instances have I known, which have con-
firmed me in my belief ; two or three, 1
will sot down here for the reader’s infor-
mation, which, I thiuk, wmay eerve fur the
whole.

In the year 15C'. my brother Jobu
who was then a child in coaty
weut into my father’s bee-garden, where a
hive of bees lay out very big ; tho child
having a stick in his hagd booked down
part of the bunch, when the bees immedi.
ately fell on the child .and for want of
thought he made no attempt to run from
them but stood still, erying vehemently.
At that time I was at work in my father's
chamber, and, calling to 10y mother-1o-law
4> know what the chili criel so violently
for, sho ran to sce, and no sooner came
joto the garden, than I heard ber exclaim
35 1oudly that I could not hear the child’s
cry. I ran as quick as possible intothe
garden, and saw the mother runzing about
aud grasping the child in her arms, cn-
deavoring to save bim from the furlous
bees, Onseeing me sho cried out, “Tho
cbild is stung to death,” aud asahe also
was stang very much, so I did not escapo
being stung in several places, only in tak.
icy the ckild from its mother and ruuniog
with it iato the house, Many bees fol-
Jowed us into the house; and up and
down the glass of the window, on the out.
side, in leas than half a minute. I found
several bees cntangled in the <hild’s harr,
sud to prevent them stinging bim, I pulled
then out in & hurry,bces and hair togother.

Asfsoon asl bad extricated the child

! feom tho bees, wy next work was to pluck

out tha stings that were to be found more
or 1o 2 from head (o fuot ; butall over the
head thoey greatly abounded, Several 1
pullid oyt of tho tongue, and thirtesn oat,
aud off one of the cara,  Twmediately ap-
phing to r. Tobert Gelmateed, apothe-
oary, fur advice, bie said ho could not tell
wiiat could bo done, unless I was to anofnt
him all uver with sweot oil.  Thie 1 did, as
fatt as posiblo ; but I believe it did the
child veither guod nor harm. The effect
of this disaster was that ho looked pale and
appeared rick, but thero was not the lemat
sigh of auy ewilling, Soon aftor this he
fe.l asleop and lay sleoping in his mother’s
arna ; and nbout ten o’cleck that evening,
to the great joy and surpriso of hia weeping
parents, ho opened his eyes, and appeared
perfectly recovered, Ve all went to rest
for the night, and not a single complaint
was heard aftcrwaads.

Frowm hence, I tako the oprortunity of
obscrvivg, that if I am stung by a bee on
the face I generally swell almost blind ; if
on the back part of the band, the swelling
ascends to the tops of my fingers, Butif
I am etung by two or more bees the swell.
iugis very little or none atall, I would
not, of cbioicy, L stung by them, if it can
ba avoided, Lut after I have been stung

nce, I have no objection to being stung
twica ; and after I bave been stung twice
or turee times, I do not miod if I am stung
fifty or a hundred timea,

Same, no doubt, will te realy to sy
that what I here awert i¢ very unreason-
able. Itmay appear so to those who bave
not proved it, but if I did not know it to
toa matter of fact, I would not relate it
How often have I ascended on s trec of
such hight that 1ay head would not suffer
1m0 to look down, and I have been obliged
ts taka a yope and tio mysclf on to the tree
fur fear v falliog ; bow oftenhave I them
stripped naked to the walst, put my arm
into the tres, among the bees up to the
¢houlder, and pulled them out by hand-
fuls, in the sight of numbers of epectators,

Buat, asa further proof of the above, in
1750, in taking out an old stock of bees for
Thowas Hower, Bwq., in Mills Park, I was
stuug to such a degreo that my flusk was as
tender ayif cat with lancets, without auy
appearance of swelliog ; and as I had to
uso the bees in the gerden, (which lay out
very big) I went the next day to do it,
and T felt such o fear of being stuog again,
such as I had never feit before, for upwards
of thirty yeara. ‘This was obaerved by Mr,
Forbes the gardener, who told mo that
I was more afraid of the bees than he vay,
which, I belisve at that time was true; but,
a1 Mr. Forbas was a strongerto what I
then felt, it is not improkable that bad he
baen stung but bali so much as I was the
day before, he woull bavo been afraid
ever o go into a beegarden any miore
Howaover, a3 I expected no pay uuless my
work was completely done, I raised them
up and was again stuog from bead to feet,
But what was my surpriss when 1 fonnd
the froeh stings to bo of very great sarvice;
the pain I felt was removed almost instan-
taneonsly, and tho tenderness in the flesh
very soon passed off. On the third day I
made new hatkles and plastercd the bees
round to the satisfaction of my employer;
aud in doing so I was =gain stung very
much, but the stings had not the slightest
effect on mo, ard 1 folt nothing of them,
only when pricked by them, *

Another pref I shall monlion was in

1783, in taking nswarm cat of a tree for a

farmer, Luke Ashmav, of Loigh or Men.
dip. Alter I bad banded out the greateat
part of the bees witbout floding the queen,
I was obliged to scarch overy small hole,
there my hand would not go with my fure-
Hnger, By this means tho flnger was
stung to such A degree, that Williain Tupp
who attended mo, did often tako out of it
three stings at a time, When lio hal done
I amked how mavy stings he thought he

had taken frem tho top to the first jiint of{

my floger ¢ Jle told ma they wero out of
number, I then askew him if ho theu.hbt

he had taken out thirty 7 “Yer," waid hy, ;

more than twize thicty. I muit oherve
that this floger felt a litile numbed, tmy
not very tender or awelled, nor had it the
least appearance of Loing stuug at the fitst;
but for days after, Llack e, %4 appeared
in the skin. Upon another of wy fingers,
1 was stung by a siuglo bee, which madae it
swell greatly, and it was very tender
for several Jdays after.

Another proof 1 et with in the year
1784, which is the lest I intend at thistime
to mention. It wason the 19th of May,
in taking a swarm ot bees out of a high
elm tree, for Mr. Jas, Fassell, of Welly,
when I was atung on my fisgers aud on
the back of my right hand, in over tweoty
places. Oa this band there was not the
least appearance of swelling and very little
tenderness ; but on my left hand which
was socidently stnng by ouo singls bee, the
the stiog of thisone bee caused my arm to
swell up o such a degrae, that [ could not
without some dilliculty, takeay coat off
in the evening. The next morning I hed
greater difliculty in putting it on, and wy
arm was very tendor for some days after,
From these citcumstances I formed a reso-
lution never to ba stung by ond bee alone,
unless another cannot be had,
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ONTARIO BEE.KKKPKRS' ASSOULL.
ATION,

A meeting of the Oatario Bee-kecpers’
Awmciation was held at the City IHall, To.
ronto, on July 3td.  The following gen-
tlemen wero in attendance :—Mcessrs, S,
Corpell, Lindsay, Prcsident; J. Iall,
Woodstack, 1st Vice-President; Dr.Thom,
Streetsville, 2ud Vice-President ; Jacob
Spence, Secretary-Treasurer ; and Meears.
D. A, Jones, B. Chalmers, C. Mitchell,
Patterson, Walker, T.osce, Baxter, Pullot,
Wehater, acd others. Tho President ex-
plained that the ohjects of tho meecting
were :—Firat, to obtain necessary legisla-
tion to protect the bes inductry againost
the dapgers of foul brood. A letter ad-
dressed to Dr, Thoin was read by the Pre-
stdent, showing tho dangess to the inter-
ests of the aszcciation generally growing
out of the attempt of incompetent persons
to conduct apiaries. R:ference was made
to the interview between merbers of Lhe
Ootario Government and a deputation
from the association in reference to the de-
sired legislation in wlich the Government
reguested that tho amociation supply sta-
tistics showiug the extent of the bee-keep-
ing indaetry, and,

1HE GROUNDS OF ITS CLAIMa*
to Government aid. Daring the discus.
sion & number of opinions were advanced,
in favor of the union‘of the asociation
with the Oatario Fruit Growers’ Associ-
ation, but no forma! action was taken in
this connoction. Considerabio time was
occupied in the Jdiscussion of the. bust
methods of collecting the required statis-
tice. Finally Messys. S, Cornell, D. A.
Jones saud Dr. Thom wero appointed to
wait upon Hon. A, M. Ross Lo request that

! tw Dareau of Agricatture aud S.atiatios
i take charse of the wmarter, aud precuro
Ptha dnlornatton 1o conn et with ono of
1 the seawn’cerop reporte, Ths weavclation,
‘ at the g vt of the manygeman? of tho
Todu. ral Fair, madethe L0 owing nomt-
nations  fur judggs for the honey and api.
rara depurtient w ths approachivg Toror-
14 Echibiti o =Dr Thow, Rorectwille -
P81 Pettit, B Lt 5 D Coaluiers, Mase
eclburg 3 (L R, Touwh, Newwarket ; avd
P PG Bomp o, Trenton,

1 Me DAL Bates was houd by thoe s
ciattm with 1eferenen o the proposed
fFoul Brood Al Heo thought  experts
j should Lo o pointad, whoe duty it would
Le, when o rogacitad, to examine sup.
posed

DISEASED HONEY,

Heo thought It would be a goud idea to
have diggranie aud  full descriptivns of the
varisus stagen of the disease propared. He
bulivad the only danper of epreading foul
brood was in the bees carrying it from
hive to hive,  Spuicimens of disease comb
might bo eafily sentto cxperts by mail
A live healthy brood would hateb out i a
discased culony.

Dg. Thom called attention to the necos.
rity fur the proper inspection of imported
baee, and Mr. Jones claimed this matter as
urgantly requiring attention as tho inspec.
tion of impotted cattle.  Mr, Jones, in re-
ply to a question, also expressed the opiu-
ion that the present season would prove a
favorable one for bec.keopers.
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AN OLD BOOK.

Ep, Cavapiay TFanuer.——When Mr,
Lang:troth was here at 133t year's conven-
tion, buing much interested ina very okl
beo book be bad with biny, n person took
somo extracts, intending afterwarda to pre-
pare for insertivn in Caxapiay Fanxen,
haring already waited too loog for thi
purpose. These in the rough are enclosed;
if editer can make outto uso them, then
they are some czceedingly intercsting por-
tious, or perhaps the whole would Lo in-
teresting if they are make-outable. J, S,

MR, CORNELIUS 5MITI'S APIARY,

Ep. Cayaptan Fanuer.~] iucloss you
a fow statements of my failures and pros-
prets for tholast wiater, and this spring
so far. I commenced ths winter of 53
with Gl colonice, and I brought 35 through,
which aro doing well.  Toese commenced
swarming on the 14th of June, and I have
uow got tiwenty-three of an increase. I
bave extracted upto dat, four bundred
aud egbty pousds of haney. White
clover is 1n full tloom ; weather very dry.
Last was very warm—about 90° in the
shade., I winter my becsin chafl bives on
snmmer stands, without any other protec-
tion. I imight havo extracted much more,
bat I bave on anrumber of section boxes
for comb honey. Tho bees amoog the
small bee keopers suffered in wintering ; I
think about 50 to 75 per cent. of them
gerished,  Among practical men wintering.
hasbeena suc:ess, 1 don’t bear of any
“foul brood ” lhis summer around here,
1 have scen only ono case of it in this
couaty, ConnERIUS Satrm.

Mis, E. IL Pedins, Greck Centre,
Warren Co. N, X, writes: She bas been
troubled with astbma for four years, had-
to sit up night alter night with it, Sho
bag taken two battles ot Dr. 'Thomas’ Ec-
fectric Osl, aud is perfectly cured. She
stronyly recommendst, 2ud wishies to act
as agent among her neighbors,




