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sults upon the evangelisation of Italy. The temporal power of the Papacy, as
if by just retribution, struck at decisively by Italon hmands, is evidt uitly doomed.
Not even France can save it; and how vast tie effect will be on ils spit itual pre-
tensions no one eau tell. Some may have thought it possible to separate the to,
and regarded the adherents of the Papacy ats blind to their own interests in nlot
attempting it. But after ail they may be wiser in their generation, and therefore
we may regard the blow niow dealt, as ail the more charged with fatal issues. No
doubt it may be long before the spiritual Popedom expire; but it becomes vir-
tually a new religion; and the old blood may not ru n i the new veins with
copiousness enough to keep it very long alive. If it Jose any (f its old territory
-such as Italy, or France, or Austria (and this amongst tie collisions and jea-
lousies of these Powers is quite possible)-its pretensions to Catholicity will
become more and more unterimble; and any great spiritual apostasy, following on
its temporal losses, would give a shoek to ils credit not easy to be iepaired. For
this reason, as for others, we have the miglitiest argumenut to cairy forward the
work of evangelisation in Italy, now so gloriously free; and in a ti:ue of great
and fundamental sh«aking, we may expect God to pour out Bis Sphiit mole ide-
ly than ever before."

ITEMS OF GENERAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

BIsHor CoLENSo.-A decision lias been given in regard to the payment
of the salary of Dr. Colenso, in favour of the Bishop. The decision is re-
garded by mnany as proceedinig on grounds opposed to the views of the
Privy Counscil.

THE UNION QUEsTION.--This subject still continues to engross a large
share of the timse and attention of the Presbyteries of Scotland and in
England. It is evident that by far the most of the members are in favour
of union, but different points are cominisg up whiclh msay occasion discussiou
and delay. In England the principal question is as to the extent of the
union,-whether the unitud churci shall be for Britain, or for Scotland
and England separately, the Unitud Presbyterian Church being, ins general,
opposed to a separation fromn their brethren in Scotland, while the Eunglish
Presbyterian Church and the Free Churcli are generally in favour of union
in Scotland and England separately. A large meeting of the ministers
and elders of the two churches was recently held in London, for the pur-
pose of exclhansginsg seintismsesnts on the subject of union.

SECEssIoNs TO ROME.--During the last three months no less than five
clergymen in full Anglic .i orders, and ail belon'ging to the ultra High
Church School, have been formally received unto the Romish Curcll.

DRt. LEE ON CoNFEssIo.Ns oF FA1TH.-In his opening lecture at Edini-
burgh, Dr. Lee delivered a characteristic address on theologial education,
strongly condesssnatory of articles and formulas, and urging their abolition.
Until this is done, the Professor holds that "he christian ininister nmust
continue to lold a false subordinsate, and in a great degree, an unîfluential
position."

THE PoPE.-It is stated that there is an understansding with the King
of Italy as to the retention of Rome by the Pope. It is, however, very
doubtful whether the Ronsans thesnselves will be satisfied to be still under
the temporal power of the Pope, while the rest of Italy is under Victor
Emmanuel.

DRowNiNG OF THE BisioP OF CALCUTTA.-Dr. Cotton, Bishop of Cal-
cutta, was accidentally drowned iii the Gauges, while proceeding on board
a steamer at Kooshstea. Dr. Cotton was highly esteemed not only by
those of lis own churci, but by others.

CASE oF REv. WALTER SMITÉ oF GLasoow.-For some time past the


