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other elildren, and four out of tho tve died agus. Some time silce lie took at ni-lît a
of soIe wasting disease, said to be similar dose of morphia for the relief of a throat-

to B3. W., buIt as I did not sec any of themi I eldatc fiiýrm ihu h xetoned attack of me<grim, without the expect-
Ùi B. W., but as l (11( Il e Lo s e ofs nture. cd relief or even sleep following, until alif

ail holir or so after breakfast next morning,
ien lie became drowsy. -le felt satisflod

that the (lrug hlad lain in his gullet all
night, and that it had only been carried

FUNCTIoNAL VOMITING OF I-IYsTERIA.-In into bis stomnacli with his breakfast. This
an article iii the Practitioner for March, suspicion was on other occasions confirmned,
1883, Dr. lUristowe, of St. Thomas's IIospi- for since thon the dose bas either behaved
tal, tlrows a stroig liglit upon the pathol- simlarly or bas been rejected m the morn-
ogy and treatment of tlis very troublesomne g.
malady. le shows tiat in many instances 'be second case was that of a hospital
the irritation exists not in the stomacli, a patient, a mini over fifty, îyho had suddenîly
we have hitherto supposed, but in the about a week beforo admission becone mn-
(osop)haguis, and that food artificially made capable of swallowring. ere, the iupedi-
to pass over the seat of irritation wyill bo ment was clearly in the upper part of tho

retained, the system nourished, and health 0esophagus. An mstrument was passed
restored. into the stomach. The patient swallowed,

after the withdrawal of the instrumentIn the spring of last year an aggravated without the sligh test dificulty, and the
case of hysterical vomiting was adnitted dysphagia nover returned.
imo St. Thomas's Iospital. The girl had The third case was that of a young man
been constantly v'onting for about four aged twenty-four, in whom functional vom-
montbs, and, as a result, was extremely iting eventually caused death. The onlytbin and weak. No sign of abdommal dis~ lesion discovered was dilatation of the
ease. Varions remedies and plans of feed- æsopIagus, with hypertrophy of its walls.
ing were tried without success. It was then Dr. Bristowe gocs on to say : " I now natu-
suisp)ectedl thrat the food never rachd ly attacd more importance than I hadstomnach at all. done to the history which he gave of lisThe act of deglutition was-it liad always illness ; I admitted that his dilated and
been-perfectly performed. The mouthful llaccid osophagus had formed a virtual in-
descended to tho cesopiagus, and thon at pediment to the ontrance of food into bis
the end of a minute or two, after the pa- stomach ; I became impressed with the im-
tient appeared to suifer from a great deal portant practical fact, that in osophageal
of discoifort, she brought it up, as was obstruction vomniting may be delayed for
lier custom, witihout violent straining, but half an hour or more, as it is habitually in
with efforts that fairly well resembled those pyloric stricture ; and above al things, iy
of voimiting. There were never any clear unfortunato exporience taught me the im-
symptoIs of indigestion, ne uneasiness portance, in ail obscure cases of persistent
after food, no flatulent distension, or ten- vomiting, of not omitting to examine the
dency to cructate. She vomited ail kinds osophagus, or try the effects of injectingof food, liquid or solid, equally, no matter food directly into the stomacli."
how little or how mucli was taken. It To return, then, to the case first men-
seemeod ipossible that she could vomit tioned, of which complete details are given.
from the stomuach without the most violent She had been suffering for some three
efforts, tie minute proportion of milk, ice years froin an hysterical affection of thewater, and raw beef which were often ad- hip-joint, and was admitted in May, 1882,uiilistered to her, whiclh, nevertheless, she for the gastric symptoms. Aithougl the
did reject (after swallowing) almost without joint affection persisted, it formed a less
Chianîge and ahnost without effort. prominent subjoct of complaint than it iad

Dr. Bristowe's experience furnished him donc pre-iously.
With three examples of a somewlhat similar From the- first she continued to vomit
condition. The first, that of an elderly after whatever was taken; the vomit con-
lergyman whio suffered from megrim and sisting mainly of the food swallowed and

aPeculiar spasmnodic affection of the cesoph- mucus, and the sickness generally coming


