
CJHANGES 0F LEVEL IN NORTH AME RICA.

wiId fowl ; its mainland aide is a dense wilderness, and tluis part of the coaafr
was explored in canoos paddled by Indians.

The harbour of Onscuimpec is formed by an extensive peat-bog on one side,
ftnd:c long mound of sec sand on the other; it bas aufficient Nvater to flont the largeat
ships. Tho peat forma a perpendicular -%vall wvhich -was measured at low water,,
and found to be 19 feet beneath the sea. It is also pcrpendicular above the
,wcter and forma the ahore to the distance of two miles and a haif. This peat-
bog is composed of the common sphagneous plants iixtcrlaid with the pine, hem-
Iock? and other forest-trees and iow bushcs, some of which are stîli in upriglit
positions. There are no higlier lands in the rear from which this bog couid
have made a slide, nor cny remaining site from. wliich it could have departed.

In the lagoon, the sec had flowed, at the time of the writer's visit, into grovea
of maple, beech, bireh, &c., which are constantly falling down from the sec-
water overflowing tlieir roots. The marshes where they meet the water ' are
filied with fallen timber ; and all taken together presents a desolate picture of
the changes that are stillin progreas. This part of the islcnd is very low and
level ; and, from the graduai submergence of the land, the drainage of the
counitry la obstructed, and lands now capable of being cieared and cultivated,
wii lin the course of years be overflowed by the sec, unless the submersion shouid
be arreated.

At numerous places on the shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrenceacnd on the coast
cf Labrador, dcposita of sand and dlay contcining recent sheillacnd relica of
marine plants are found at heights vnrying from 5 te 80 feet chove the level of
the sec. These *'levated, tracts are seen, et considerable distances from the
present shores with notches worn out of the rocks by wcves and currents of
water ; there are ao limestones perforated by the Mytilus lithoplwgus, from
which the sea has long aince been withdrawn. At some locclities there are
cao evidences of depression, similar to those already described.

Labrador êjc.-The Atlantic coat cf Labrador and the Island of Newfound-
land present the saine phenomena, aithougli they are iess perfectly deiinected by
reason of the ice ; for ice-fices break down the shore, and icebergs deposit
inounds of sand, gravel and houlders along the sea-board, the winter and summer
aspects of which are altogether dissiniilar.

Conclusion.-From whct bas been stcted) it must not be underatood that these
su1ent iindulatory movements of the iand are confincd to the coats and estua-
ries: they are manifeat on the bordera of the rivera and the grat lakes of Gjauada
and cao on the trihutaries of the Mississippi. Slight shooka of ecrthquakes are
common in Canada and the United States ; but it doca flot appear, in the history
of those coîxetries, that cny materiai change ia the relative levels of certain
tracta bas been effected thereby. Admitting, however, that crthquckes bave
bacc the cause of sudden sinkings and elevations of the land, and wbich wouid
produce anomalous resuits, there la a slow cnd constant unduictory movement-
of the earth's surface, which no doubt acta as mucb on the ocecn's hed as upc.
the dry lcnd.


