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will come the proportionate failures clamoring for a reduction of standard by
another peg.  An age limit, it is argued, would eliminate this source of pressure.

It might be well for teachers to look into the Education Report at page 33, see
0 what extent the County Academy average age might suggest a fair age limit
or those going up to each grade, and report to the S\iperintondenb of Edueation
for the information of the Couneil,

Ong Leaving Examivarion.—There are some who think that some of the

annqy.an(:os of the present system of examination would be obviated by the
:hgf:lt(l]m}l of the grade IX and possibly grade X examination.  If no change
e made in our present “ junior leaving examination ” of grade XI, this
WOUl(l'me;m that the “B” examination could be passed without the study of
ana('mu history, or British history, or Botany, or Bookkeeping, or Chemwistry, or
Ofri‘)::’{llg: or Arithmeti?, or .L\griculturo.y It'woul(l not therefore be the c:quivnl_ent
equi )‘ I>1188{*rlt teachers’ pass of gra(.le XI. The honest teachers in the fifty fairly
ara IEPG< ’lngh s?hor.)ls and Academies would teazh, let us assume, thc' work of
tes IX and X faithfully. But some of the 1,000 rural schools doing high school

worl: . . . . .
"otk would soon  “ beat these high schools out of sight in passing the Leaving

Tam‘“ﬂti()n.” For_;%cting on the lines some follow at present, they would omit
pre e %ll?)‘]ects specified above as the pf}culuu‘ work of grades IX and X, and
Pare directly for XI.  If these certificates are of any value we would soon
nd o certain element leave the good high schools and go to the rural schools where-
€Y coul( get their certificates a year earlier.
th Ut it is suggested also, that this state of affairs might be prevented by adding
© Subjects specified above to the prescnt “ B” examination. This change would
Uce other symptoms, however. Tor under these circumstances the leaving
ofaii Might have to review all the subjects ])OClll.lﬂl‘ to the fivs z'md second years
tionsetlngh school course. I.t would he smneth).ng like abolishing the exu]linnla-
s“bjecat the end of each year in college, 311(1 forcing the students to pass a Fle
o is of the col'lcge (:(')urse.for.bhel.r B. A. at the end' of the fonr year’s course,
or no“‘fgt;]S are drifting in this d)rectl()]x ; but they are in thg opposite (lllrectl.ou 5
POttiony the Christmas examination has become a regular institution, making eight
One, of the I’ A examination mst.eml of consolidating all exm.mnatmus lIl'tO
Severy lelthe.pul.)hc sc.hools, too, we find the teudency'to be to give Iille pupils
eng xammat.lous, in many places monthly, from which their promotion at the
'¢ year is determined.
anq n*: fact is, that the tendency is not to postpone (j,xan.xiuat‘ions to a late period
ke them few, hut to bring them on early,.and_m light instalments,

e French common school leaving examination is as low down as our grade
ee"tif‘Tc;}tl: lelil'lregl passing at the age of 11 very fl)fteln. In Scotland the new
our 'Ollnto merit for those leavlng the COlllu']O!(I schools standards is lower t'ha_n
is y Y Academy Entrance. 12 and 13 is a common age. And an age limit

Suggested when it is found that some pupils come up at 11 years of age.

Prod

—— i

aItZSSCOT_LAND.N'[‘he latest circalar of the Scqteh E(.luuntion Department inti-

Ay Iutae still further change in its.]ugh. sch(m.l examination sy:ﬁtem‘lately adopted.
N “rediate examination is given in addition to the Leaving Examination.

anq y, Wates for the Leaving Certificate proper must be seventeyen years of age,

andig ‘ave attended at a re‘cogm‘zed'h‘xgh school for f‘our years. f .

Iy hay ates for the Intermediate Certificate must be fifteen years of age, anc

¢ attended at a recognized high school for two years.



