44 JOURNAIL OF EDUCATION.

FOR A COMMON SCHOOL WITH ONE TEACHER.
(UNGRADED OR ** MISCELLANEOUS SCHOOL.”)

[ As a general rule there should be at least four classes or divisions in such a school ; (a)
those in Reader No. 5, (b) Reader No. 4, {¢) Reader No. 3, and (d) Readers Nos. 2 and 1
and Primer. The pupils in such a schovl must be drilled to move without the lues of an
instant of time, if the teacher is'to be successful. There cannut be the leisure of a graded
schoel init.] .

Reading.—(d) Four lessons & day, very shore, with spelling, grammar and composition
questions gn them ; (c) three short lessons in like manner ; (b) two short lessons, one from
Health Reader No. 1, with the full range of questions on them; (a) one lessou (Health
Reader No. 2, on alteruate days), with full suite of questions covering spelling, definitions
grammar, analysis, prosody and composition, more or less partially.

Writing and Drawing. —(d) On slate or paper from blackbuard or cards, during specified
times of the day ; (¢) same, more advanced ; (d) copy buoks and drawing books once each
day ; (a) the same, once each day.

Grammar and Composition.-—~Text book only in (a) and once a day or every other day.
Writl.{ten compositions in (a) and (b). Class instruction or essay criticism once or twice a
week.

Geography.—Oral lesson once or twice a week to (d) and (c) and (b.) Text book twice
a week (b)and (a.)

History.—Oral lessons once a week to {¢) and (b.) Text book twice a week for (a.)

Arithmetic.—Each class to receive atteution twice a day as a class from the teacher ; (d)
a very few minutes at &time ; (&) more time, which might vary with the difficulty of the
‘points to be reasoned oug. This will form the main subject for “seat work,” while the
teacher is engaged with other classes.

Music.—At least twice a day for a few minutes. Exercises short and often are more
useful for many purposes than exercises long and seldom.

Lessons on Nature.—Once every cay so as to select during the year the most important
points specified in the uncontracted course.

Lessons on Nature.

In many of these lessons the whole school may profitably engage. In nearly all either
the whole senior or whole junior division of the school can take part. A skilful teacker can
thus give profitable object lessons to several grades of scholarsat once; at one time giving
2 Grade V lesson, at another time a2 Grade VI or Grade V1I, or Grade VII1 lssson, which
will also contain enough for the observation and interest of Grade I, Grade II, Grade IIL
and Grade IV pupils. "An object lesson given to the highest class can thus to & certain ex-
tent be made a good object lesson for all the lower classes. The older pupils will see more
and think more. It must be remembered that the memorising of notes or facts merely
stated to pupils is strictly forbidden under this head. Such memorising is pure cram, in-
jurious instead of being useful. These lessons are intended to show pupils how they may
find out the facts and laws of the world for themselves. The lessons must be direct from
nature itself, but under the guidance of the teacher who can save time in bringing the
pupils to the point desired from hia own more mature experience. They are intended to
train the observing and inductive faculties, to show the true way of discovering something
of the nature of the world which immediately surrounds us, and which is and will
continue to be reacting upon usin one manner or another. This knowledge is so much
power over nature from which we have to win our material existence.

TEXT BOOKS.

Comment.—1In performing the duty of selecting and prescribing text-books for the Pub-
lic Schools, the Council of Public Instruction has availed itself as fully as possible of the
knowledge and experience of thuse who are engaged in the practical work of education.
The sole aim of recent modifications has been to secure, at reasonable cost, & series of
toxts adapied for use in schoofs. Change in authorized books is i itself a very undesirable
thing.



