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His father meant that ho should be a clergyman, but finally yielded to
the bent of nature, which made him a sailor.  While a boy at school, he
walked twelve miles to get his first view of the sea. As a midshipman
in the English navy, ho was at the battles of Qopenhingen and Trafalgar,
and at Now Orleans. In 1801-2.3 he was in Australian explurativns.
in 1818 he commanded ono of two vesscls that attempted the northiesst
passage to Tndia. Next year bo commanded an overland expedition from
York Factory - in ope of its journeys he traveled 856 miles while the
mercury way frozen He returned in 1822, married, and in 1825 was
placed at the head of another overland arctic expedition. He left Eng-
land while his wife was dying, sho insisting upon his departure, and
giving him a gilk fag to be raised ng a token of succesa, Sho died the
next day  This timo he traveled 374 miles along the Arctic coast. In
1827 he returoed to England, and in 1828 married Jane Griffin, pow
Lady Franklin. In 1829 he was knighted, next year he served in
Greec»  From 1836 to 1843 Le was Governor of Tasmanis, where he
was very popalar, eud showed much zeal for educution aud scicnce. In
1845 he gtarted on his last expedition to the Arciic Occan, with the
Ercbus and Terror His vegsels were seen by civilized men on July 6,
1845, and never again; they were then in the middle of Baflin’s Bay. In
1R48 the British Government gent three expeditions to find bim, in 1830
the Goveroment seat three, Lady Frank'in two, Henry Grinnell, of New-
York, ope, and two were got up by public subseription, in 1852 there
were two expeditions, one undir Sir Edward Belcher , in 1853 was Dr.
Kaoe's second Grinnell Expedition, Lady Franklin sent a stcamer and
sailing vessel; two vessels were sent jn aid of Belcher, and Dr. Rae
started for an cxploration of Boothia, Dr. Rae had evidences of the
fate of the Expedition, as he found corpses and graves, and learnt
something about them from the E:quimaux. Cupt. McClintuck, R. N,
Commander of the For, a screw steamer gent out by Lady Franhlin, found,
on King Willigm's Island, a record signed by the captaias of the Ercbus
and the Terror, stating that they had abandoned their vessels April 22,
1248, and were trying 10 make their way to tho Great Fish River. Sir
John Franklin bad died on the 11th of June, 1847,

—It appears that the uatimely decease of the son of Sft Edmuud Head
nas caused very considerable grief, and that, too, 1n a wide circle.
Awong other illustiauons of this, we may mention shat the lameatable
cvent i3 referred to in the letter of & cusrespondent 10 the Now York
Tunes and written from Heidelberg, and dated on whe 2uth of Uctober
last. The passage isas follows:—

¢ The reception here of the news of the death of young Jobn Head,
son of the Governur Genceral of Cunada, has produced upon his numerons
friends in Heidelberg no less sorrowful an impression than in Canada,
where he was so much and so justly beloved. 1 speak not only the
honest opinion which resulted from my personal acquaintance with bim,
bat also the feeling of all who knew him, when I say that he had no
superior hero in talent, or unaffected kindoess ot heart, Although it
would have been very natural, owing to us position and abilities, had
he held his head high among his comrades, he never showed tho least
vanity or haughtiness. Hig svmpatbtes were more with the Americans
than the English, I belicve; and his simplicity of life, and disregard of
rank in himself and friends, could be profitably ymitated by many repub-
licans 1t is not for me to describe his manner of life here ;—suffice it
to say, he was a rare instance of industry and application—indeed, we
used to think he studied too constantly, and, especially, too much at
night. And hig eccentricities of thought and speech (aot always the
evidence, but often the concomitants of genws) endeared him still more
to his friends, who would have been many, had he given more time to
the social pleasures which he sacrificed to lus scholarly zeal.

* Apassiz, who was ia Heidelberg not long ago, brought letters of
introduction to Mr. Head, frum which it may be sven that, young as he
was, be had already ackLieicd o reputative worthy of respect. He was
fatured fur years With the suciety, instruction acd friendstup of Sic
Charles Lsel], the Geulugist, snd had ke lived, ,would no doubt have
reflected ocw light upon the asme of his disuoguished friend. TWhite
here, Lie was pursuing the more abstruse mathematics with great preasure
and zest.

“ Sir Edmuond Head cannot be displeased 10 bear that so many hearts
beat in sympathy with his loss, and so many, upknown to nm, are yet
bounid to him by o common love for the great and good qualities of his
twice noble son.”

—TWe translate the folluwing from the Mourdeur Bege. * We possess
't Belgium 0ot unly the semuur of the military men of Europe and of the
entice world but even the Nestor of humanmity, It would be necessary
to g0 biack to the bitlical times to find the trace of a longevity so extras
ordinary as that of Captain Alexander-Victorian-Narcissus Viroux, who
has just been jut on the peasiun list by a rosar cummnnd of tue 15th
Ssptember, 1853, Wlat makes it mure wonderful 13 that Mr. Vairous,
Luia at CLimay the Jth of November, 1709, and who wiil conscquentiy
Y .ve altained the age of onc huadied and fifly jears the winth of next
menth, touk the straoge funcy of eniening theservace the dvihof Uctober
1820. But the independence of bis country calied lum, and 10 spite of
his one bundred and twenty-one years, he did not hesitate to fly to her
defence.  Themilitary stat »leasing him as he felt young and vigorous,
he remained ip it service  ? attained the rank of Cagtain, Itisonly

in thoe last few days that he felt the desire of retining to thoe place whercin
ho first saw the light of duy. The aic of Chimay is pure, nnd those who
breatho it generally arrive at 8 very adranced age.”’

—Having informmiion that an extenmve Landshp Lad taken place ay
St Hilaire, the wnter went yesterday to visitit, ie met Sir W. E.
Lugan on the Grand Trush Ferry bont at 7 o'clock A. M., en route for
St. Hilaire, with the same object in vien, und su we proceeded together,
It was a fine Indian Summer morning. One more pleasant could not
have been desired. We reached St. Hilawre at about 8 o'clock, where
Major Campbell, M. P. P, who was the first to bring news of the event
to town, hindly undertuoh for us the ofhce of gmde. The ship, or sub-
sidence touk place near the right bank of the itichelieu, about 34 miles
below the railway bridge, but by walking some distance along the rail-
way, and then crossing some fields, we wwere enabled to reachit by a
shorter cut. The land in this ncighborhiood 18 generally flat. We -
t\?pronchcd the site of this ship, walking in & northecly direction on the
highest table land in the vicinity, until we came suddenly upon 1t;
when an extraordinary spectacle arrested our attention and made us
pause.  Weo were on the brink of an enormous basin or pit, caused by
the sinking of about 50 acres of land, as near as we could estymate with-
out measurang, to the depth of about 30 feet! Habitaos in the vicinity,
drew upon their imaginations for a greater depth than thig, but the hard
fact of mensurement would not support excited fancy. itis, however,
quite unnecessary to exaggerate. The duncasions which the wrnter has
given, are quite sufficient for a preat hole. Parts of two farms bave
sunk. Standing on the brink of the basin where weo approached, the
visitor might be led to thiok that, as of old, the earth had opened her
mouth to receive tue surfuce. The bottum presented 2 strange appear-
ance , one in some _purticulars, difficult to account for. 1In places the
surface had quite disappeared, in others the newly ploughed furrows
were visible, in others, the turf, and ia vthers, one saw parts of fences.
All over the bottum, us it iwere, at regular intervals are nuracrous
pyramids or coacs, having somewhat the appearance of dividing walls,
with their strata lying horizontaly. Between these the surface has
sunk. They evidently staud in their natural positivn, but they may
bave moved from their orifinal places. They run for the most part
across the direction the slide Las tahen, and Lww large portions of the
earth that has disappeared, gut under them, or around them, it is not
easy to imagine  These cones are of blue clay, and they appear to hase
cleft the carth, which has sunk on cach side of them, as it were by a
wedgo. The surface earth lies in very irregular forms, in the basis. It
is thrown on its back, on its side, and, indeed, in every dircction. The
subsidence commenced on Monday last, about 9 o'clock P. M., a3 we
gatbered from the only eye-witness we could discover, a babitant, who
lives close by, named Veaugele. It was not until Wednesday that
Major Campbell saw it; and on Thursday he brought word of the event
to the city The main subsidenco occupied about half an hour. The
force of the preseure may be imagioed when it is stated that the soil is
here quite stiff and clayey ; and the force may bo perceived by examining
the rough manser in which it has swept past projecting points in the
gully, some of which are pretty well greased with soft clay. Teees and
fences were carried along  If bouses or cattle had been on the sito they
also would have been carried away. Ounc tree is planted in the middlo
of the river. A stout and near)y new bridge across a stream that ran at
the bottom of the ravine has disappeared nearly altogether, a little frag-
ment only remaining. The road is of course impeded for all kinds of
vehicles, and the village gossip runs that a wedding party was stopt on
Monday night. Ascending and walking in a south easterly direction we
se¢ the marks of another similar slip, in years past, in an opposite
direction. Much of the land jn the ravine will be filled up and ultimately
improved, but the farmers wlo have bad the patch of 6fty acres taken
out of the level ou tle table laud, much of which was ploughed and well
fenced, may putit dvwn to pure .uss, uuless they borrow a lesson from
perple abwoat Niagura Falls, and charge a ground feo to the cunous who
g0 o500 the stun.  Alake was rapdly furmigg abose the packing
the old ravine, whick will svon becume decp, aud quite estensive, unul
it works its nay uver the mew depusity a great part of niuch it will no
doubt carry away. Such is a general sketch of this siogalar phenomenon
from a cursory examination. Tndoubtedls in due time we shall havo an
exact scientific description from Sir W E. Logan, with measuremzats
and bearings precisely taken.

A land-slip of somewhat the same nature, but of more scrious char-
acter, occurred i the spring of 1840, on the River Maskinongé, leading
into Lake St. P er. It blocked up the river, and catried away forest
trees, farmstead horses, cows and sbeep. It was ably descobed na
paper read bef .. the Geological Society of Lundon in 1642, by Sir
William Logan.—Montreal Gazetle.

—The Victoria Bridge was, on the 24th iostant, opeucd and that
dny the first train of cars crossed over the St. Lawrence, an cvent
which is to be aumbercd amoag the most interesung of our lustery.
The trip cver the bridge took 124 minates. The party consisted of about
40 gen'lersen among whom were the Hop. Mr. Cartict, premier of Cane
nds, and Mr. Blackwell of the Grand Trunk Company.
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