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powers have been unable to agree with the most reasonable and fair-minded
Japanese ministers of State, there is small chance that now they will listen
to the people. In the past Japan has been in the right ; but it is a ques-
tion whether the popular demands do not put it in the wrong. This much
i3 sure—so long as the treaties are unrevised, so long will the anti-foreign
agitation continue, so long will it be impossible that foreigners in any call-
i;;g shall regain their former position. At the same time every rew
demand makes foreign compliance more difficult, so difficult, indeed, that
revision would seem to be inileﬁnitely postponed.

Tne Year’s Misstonary Wosk,

All of the facts related above have affected injuriously the work of foreign
missionaries. The hard times have reduced gifts to the Church and
hindered its extension. The political struggles have diverted the public
mind, the meddlesome young men have given some of their attention to
missionaries and to foreigners, and the question of treaty revision has so
affected society in general that even the Church has participated to some
extent in the anti-foreign spirit. The table of statistics just published
shows the cffect of these and other causes. The entire net gain of the
whole Protestant body in Japan for the year is 1199, a gain smaller than
single missions have repeatedly reported in the past. The table is not
wholly trustworthy, it is true, in spite of every endeavor to make it so ;
Lot I do not know that the errors are greater than in other years. The
Methodist Episcopal Church reports a decrease of 198 in the total mem-
bership, and the Congregationalists a loss of 169. The latter is in spite of
the facts that they report 1615 baptisms for the same period. It can be
accounted for only on the supposition that the reports for the two years
have been made up from different data. The Church of Christ (Presby-
terian) reports 1280 baptisms and a net increase of 517, tho loases being
through disaffection caused by the Plymouth Brethren, and, to a much
larger extent, the revision of congregational rolls. The Nippon Sei Ko-
kwai (Episcopalian) shows the largest net gain, 578 ; but the figures are
only approximate, and appear not to allow for the losses so noticeable in
the other reports. The Car ~dian Methodists are the only others who show
a gain of more than one hundred.

The contributions show a gratifying increase, the total being, en
69,324.95, a gain of 15,621.22. (The en is equivalent to the silver dol-
lar.) Most of this increase is to be credited to the Congregational
churches, though the Methodists and Episcopalians alse report an increase.

Most of the other columns show s decrease, and some hardly show the
full extent of the losses. Especially has the year been full of discourage-
ment to those engaged in the higher schools. The wmission schools were
never so well prepared for large and successful work, and were never before
sa little esteemed.  Some of the boarding-schools have lost half their
pupils, and the losses continue. A strong national feeling is asserting
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