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of the sea cap tain of the future. 'Young and
very fair,' wvith a ' light moustache,' a ' cluster
of bright golden hair,' and a C small hand very
prettily formed and very wvhite,' hie %vould
scarcely find much favour ini the eyes of the
directors of the Cuinard or Inaman lines now-
adays. For the pretty captain, Morna braves.
the anger of the simple fishermen, who are
anxious to, put the unlucky arrivai 'again in
the pond' ; nurses him, and, of course, fails
deeply in love with hier charge, treating him
with the naïve abandon of a Venus Aphrodite
blended wvitb the chaste reserve of one of ber
own oysters. Purely pour j'am;user he be-
guiles time wvith the handsome fisher girl, but
is ultimately himself caught by the inexorable
powver of love. Compelled by a barbarous
want of ci'ilized reasoning on the part of the
ob ject of bis desire, bie ultimately marries the
girl, and takes his handsome peasant brici3 to
the shores of Normandy. The balcyon days
of early love-making soon pass, however, and
Captain l3isson wearies of bis toy. The
' small, ver prettily formed wvhite band' yearns
to clasp the îvaists of other belles, and the
' ligbt moustache' curis itself into anything
but graceful forms when addressing bis cara
spsa Ultimately, witb a disregard of conse-
quences unaccountable even in the hero of so,
xneiodrarnatic a novel as this, hie arranges to
narry another, and bis wife finds berseif one

darkz night running out to sea la tbe clutches
of a villain of still deeper dye. Fro n thie
advances of this ungentle gentleman she is
saved-and berein lies, wve suspect, thse moral
of the wvbole story-by a rare faculty she pos-
sesses of swimiming. After an extremely
m-auvais quart d'heure on deck, she plunges
boldly overboard, and, despite a ' rising wind,'
an 'ebbing tide,' C great black ivaves urging
hier back,,' and ' clothes saturated with ivater,'
reaches the land, a feat wvbich would be credit-
able to an otter and is simplv marvellous ia a
girl. After a series ef adventures which
would do credit to the ' transpontine draina'
or the Porte St. Martin, tbe deus ex machina
descends in the shape or a friendly donkey,
who applies bis boofs with super-asinine intel-
ligence la the proper quarter, and Morna is
restored to, Eagle Island and ber friends. In
the last scene of this strange eventful history
poetic retribution is strained to a point where
credence refuses to follow. Captain Bisson
again teànpts the waves la the saine locality, a
storm, arises, and the self-saine spot which in-
troduced hlm to the isianders 'vhose hospital-
ity bie bas ý;o abused, is the scene of a second
shipwvreck, and hie finally disappears before
thse eycs of his wife into thse tempestuous waves
of the Crag na Luing.

Despite grave defects of construction, born
of a too dramatic mind, and no inconsider-
able amnount of doubtful taste in treatment
of things sacrcd and moral, there are many

points of good descriptive writing ia the novel1,
and for readers wvho can condone its blemishes
in consideration of its better featurcs, the
' Dark Colleen'1 wîll while away an lîour agree-
ably enough.
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