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ON TIIE NECESSITY OF TIIE INFLUENCE
0F TI-E SPIIT.

Noating Cali bc ietter of grenter regret te tic
Christiati observer, titan sthe inek of sptritia itided-
nesi *in the itearts of many professers of lie nffli of
Jesua. la our Christian commutity as large, titre is
toe oseen mûre of tite foriti titan of te poivcr of t-cii-
gion ;nay, iii tnany %vito wotîid sensttivOey roject a
dout cf teir CItristianity, iii tlte forina its-lf tltcre is
mucit awitnsing. Sucli as an abseace of faîniiy
worship, or a iiegîct of tic strict observance of the
Sabbath. Titis maLter of regret is, liowvever, easiy
accounted for, fri thc want of thc influenice cf te
Spirit operntiîtg on te liarts anti tîte consciences cf
professors, without whom, ectuating titan ie ail his
snovements, biasing bis inclinations, auti instrltetiutg
lani hy bis liglia anti grace, Site mess slsowy anti expen.
aivo works cf an eutwaxd ri.-iteousness, are hefore
Goti as sogading bmass or a tinkling cyttîbai. It ap-
peaus te us abtat iq the nicitîbers cf our Chtristian
Chut-cites in gencrai, tho necessity cf tht divitte
ngency cf the Spirit cf Goti is flot sufficiently viewed
and aeted upen;- perhaps Ministers theaiselves înay
be fluna waating in fally insisting on titis life giviing
doctrine of the gospel, for, if cven w itil is ftiitlitily
deciareti, il is disregerded by toc many, as itnblinig te
the pride cf the ituman hteurt, how taucià more must il
be disregardcd if set eside te give room te whna are
caUed simpier andi casier truths.

The flecli profiteth notlîiîg; il is the Spirit tas
quickeneth. Ail ituea eadeavours, tlîeugh backeti
by ate highess intellectual attaintnealts, wîili avnil
noshinag in hosteriti;, our owe iearts, or tiiose cf others
without the Spirit. As easiîy cett oîsr saow clati
fiddts yield cf ailtrlselves iîow andi whlen titey picase
the. frunits of the Carda. The icy stiffaess of tlteir clods
must fit-st bc, brolcen, tic soil must lic softeitd aad
warmed by the genial intluence of liens anti rain
fiota Heaven, et-e it wiil receive and vivify the seed
teist in hy tihe bîad cf te itushanman ; se nîust tige
hegars of mian bc quickenedl by ato Spirit cf Goti, ettd
-warmed by thc lient giving influences of picty ecc
the. pt-celous seeds cf Goals word =n talce t-coL andi
peoduce lte fruit bcaring stemi. To bc, spirituaily
nuinded, to bc bora cf the Spirit, te weilk in the
Spirit,, andi te bring forta te fruits of toe Spirit, con-
saist not in the assurttption of a ane, in lte anc-e
icncwiedge of Christian pt-inctples, hua intabc possesion
cf a Ilitiden mati cf thc licart, and a living liader sthe
influence cf another iaw titan atil cf self intcrest in
te woend. But whît is tue reigion of many fotînt

te consist in 1 Sinîpiy thte maintraing n chat-acter
for sobt-iety andi itnesty, and lattending, cn the ot-(i-
nances cf tite sanctuary-hcing able te converse about
pet-sons better tihan aiings, tht' iistorieal facts cf
scripture better titan doctrines, te doctrinal parts
&gain better titan lte practicai, and te practical again
b.itcr titan ste cxpeirnentai. Woridly inntcduess,

a rcstlcss etisiesy aller the inercasit or property,
specuietion in buying and selling, in a word, the love
and tlto service of Marninon sem te influience tiîc hcars
of too many who, by naging the lianie of Christ,
profess to ]lave becoate se ahlvc to eternal intcrests,,as
to ]lave ahiri hearts in Ieavcn, allâr treasuires titcre,
andtictir conversation tiîerc also! Whie the heuart is
ciokcd Nvith Site cnt-es of the world, ftilet! with seif
suficicticy aud vain conces', thc door must bc closed

pginst the clitranlc of thc IHoiy Oe, to ealigliten, te
kindie and te giaddcni thc seul. Mucli of thc, sptcdy

gtoztgirintci1les andl %visites of the w.rld requi-o
to be suhdutted, et-e lt-, pecaccable fruits of rîghseousiless
Caln bc yidCd nbulîdanîly.

In the revival of vital religion amoagss epe

two thiîtgs, so far as mait is concrad, are indispensi-
bly rcqttired; Fi-st, tiniisters being more spiritually
inided in3 their prehing-,fuliy and frcquoatiy holding

nip to the view of their itearers thge neccssity of tho
power as weillas thc forai of religion, of thecir bcing bora
of thcSpirit aswi asof water; and secondiy,Christians
gcncrally eîgi more caraestly in prayer for the
outspouring influences of the Holy Gitost lupon them-
selves andi the Chu-ch at large.

l %vas the complaint of the celcbrated Howe, oir
pieus metnory, Il Tht the Spirit Ivas in a grena iea-
sure gene, retireti cen front Christin assemblies.'-
If, in the Christian assemnblies of the Puritains, distin-
guishcti for zcai, 6idcity, lcarning and pieay on the
part of tlicir Divines, such a complaiatwas mado, maighta
àl fot aiso bc matie in the prescat day. The waaa of
the success of atiaisters in refoastiug- the hcaris of theïr

tira- ensicavours in the cause of conversion, thongit
backed and sstpported by aile high comniands of Gad
and the promises of Hecaven andi ate threaacning ûf Hell,
cannea bc otahcrwise accouated fur. Thc plcasing- a
people by cioquenco, by zen], by ahusiasi or pIii-
.snthropy is oae thing, te profit stema is another. A
naine for popsîlarity anmy be gaineti so ais to secure
crowds to folle%% a preacher wliereçrc gües, but titis
wiii bc no guaranty in itsclf of hlis succeýSs in clcvating
the leac o! spiritual intndedncss. Ilowever anortify-
ing te thecliride of taleat and the conscicousness of
stiprior gifis, notiîing cala bc achievcd in begctting
truc religion ine ic tart wvithout the infiuence cf te
Spirit of iîoliless, for ie il is whe enk-etil cf tige things
of Christ and slîcwtth ilict-a te thc soul; nor cati bc
bc expccted te ho iargely givenl, utticss fully ecicnow.
ledged andi con fcsscdI-ack-tiov4ledg-cd in the high
Places o! te sanctuary andi confesset il% the prayers
of privacy. I-Iow goodly tat customt observeti hy
setne of the olti Divines in atclnowled,-ing tite neet cf
the nid andI blesting cf the spirit prier te thc clucida-
tion cf the particulars of discourse! How awcing te
ou- feelings, ini rcading their private histories, te ibd
theni se muet givea te prayer for a blcssîng on thîcir
labors. Tlicy knew whiat it vas te aWXr as
Wel as to plant!


