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AGRICULTURAL REVIEW.

STRAWBERRY CULTURE.

A small work has lately been published in
Now York, by Andrew S. Fuller, ontitled—
¢ Tho Itlustrated Strawborry Culturist.,” Itis
ag interesting and valuablo manual, and will
be of greatservice to inexperienced cultivators.
It comprises tho history, and botanical char-
acter of tho strawborry, with remarks on field
and gardon culture, the production of new
kinds by bybridization, raising plants from
soods, &c. Tho following remarks from the
work refor to the subject:—

Time to plent.~Although the strawberry
may bo planted with safoty at any time from
oarly spring until fall, yot therc scems to be
two aeasons of the year in which it may be
done more successfully than any other, name-
1y April and May in spring, September and
October in the autumn. August is sometimes
chosen, but it i3 usually a dry month, and the
heat being so great, the plants are more liable
to die or be very much injured. Besides, the
young plants aro not so well rooted as they
ars when allowed to remain until September.
I have always had better success by trans-
planting in Soptember than earlier in tho sea-
gon, ualess it be in the spring.

Thero is but little choice botween April and
Soptember, except it be that plants carefully
planted in autumn -will give a fair crop the
next seagon, while those planted in spring will
bear acarcely any fruit until the following
year. Somo cultivators make a practice of
planting in September and taking a crop from
the plants the following season, and then
plough the plants under and plant again. To
have this plan work successfully, it is only
necessary to have the ground very rich, so that
the plants will become very strong by the time
thoy come into fruit.

Preparation of Plants.—When transplanted
in the spring, tho bhalf-dead leaves should be
pulled off and the roots shortened one-third or
one-half their length. This shortening induces
them to throw out a new set of fibrous roots
from the ends cut off, which they would not
do otheriwise.

It also causes other roots to push from near
the crown of the plant. The shortening of the
roots is beneficial to plants that are set out in
the spring, no matter whether they have been
a long time out of the ground, or have been
taken up but recently, as the roots have be-
come ripened during the winter, and the ends
are always broken off in taking up, and it is
necessary that they should be cut off smooth
and clean before planting again. Not so with
plants in the fall ; for the roots of the straw-
berry continue to grow from the extreme end
until cold weather sets in, and when carefully
taken up before this, the ends are not broken,
and if soon planted again they immediately
grow.

Choice of Plants.—Young runners that are
well rooted are always the best, and old plants
should never be used if it can be avoided.
When & variety is very scarce and valuable,
the old plants may be taken up and pulled to
pieces, roots and tops trimmed and then
planted.

Planting.~~Choose cloudy weather for plant-
ing, if possible. Draw a line whero you are
to put tho rows of plants, keeping it a fow
inclies above the ground, so that you may plaut
under the line; this is much better than to lot
the line lic on the ground, for then it will bo
in the way of the transplanting trowel ; sproad
out the roots evenly and on every side; cover
them as deoply as you can without covoring
the crown of the plants; press the soil down
firmly around them with the hands.

If tho weather should prove dry, givo thom
a good soaking with purc water (no mere
sprinkling will do) as often as they require it,
which will be as often as the folinge droops.
Tho rows should be two and a half feet apart,
and tho plants one foot apart in the rows.
When pistillato varieties are used for the main
crop, then every fifth row must be planted
with a bermaphrodite variety, for the purposs
of fortilizing the pistillates. Pistillato varieties
will not bear alone, nor will they bear a full
crop or perfect berries anless abundant sup-
plies of perfect flowering varieties are placed
in close proximity. Let no wecdsgrow among
them, and stir the surfaco of the sgoil ag ofton
ag possible; the oftener the better. We know
that some cultivators assert that there is much
injury done to the roots by frequent hoeing;
but we have never found the plants as much
injured by hocing or forking among them as
they were by neglecting to do either. Take
off all runners as they appear, so that all the
strength of the plant shall be concentrated,
and not distributed ar-ong several, as a dozen
small plants will not produce so much or so
fine fruit as one good strong one. When plantas
are wanted, make a soparate plantation for
that purpose. .

At the approach of winter, the entire surface
of the soil, plants and all, should be covered
with straw, ha y,or some similar material, to
the depth of one inch; the object being not so
much for the purpose of keeping out the frost
as to prevent the frequent freezing aund thaw-
ing during the early part of winter and the
approach of spring. Ag soon as the plants
start in the spring, the covering should be
pushed aside, so as to allow the plant to grow
up through it. The question i3 often asked,
whether it is necessary to cover the bardy va-
rieties in this locality during winter? and if
we should judge from the difference in the ap-
pearance of the plants in the spring, wo might
doubt the expediency of such & practice; but I
have found it highly beneficial to cover all
varieties, having tried several experiments the
results of which were that on an average we
obtained about one quarter more fruit whea
the plants were covered than when they were
not.

The embryo fruit buds are formed in the fall,
and are often injured during the winter and
spring, and of course if there are but few fruit
stems put forth, there is but little call on the
plant to support them, and consequently the
leaves have more food.

Usually the plants grow strong or weak in
proportion to the quantity of fruit they bear.
This would often lead cultivators to suppose,
from the luxuriantgrowth of the plants, that



