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some below the ordinary level of society, must be!

proportivned to the elevation of others. Hence,
arts and manufactures, and the establishments of
wealthy families, require a number of individuals,
consigned to celibacy almost from the necessity of
their condition.  The same remark may extend to
sailors, soldiers, servants, and others, whose de-
pendant situation is almost incompatibie with mar-
riage. The effects produced by misery on the
poor, luxury and proflizacy produce un the weal-
thy.  The licentiousness and dissipation to which |
they are accustomed, give them a distaste for the
sober restraints of matrimony ; and this distaste
becomes confirmed and inveterate by the daily ex-
amples of mutual infidelity in exasted life. These
causes are attended with pernicious effects ; and
thus we behold how frequently noble families be-
come extinct, while those of the poor maultiply to a
degree no less unfavourable to the interests of
sociely. Now experience attests, that the iaflu-
ence of the monastic orders lessened those power-
ful causes—the extreme dependance of the poor,
and the corruption of the wealthy: and hence,
instead of checking, it contributed to forward the
growth of a vigorous, useful, and moral population.
« By the labours and industry of the monks,
woods were cleared, morasses drained, and unpro-
fitable wastes reclaxmed to the purposes of tillage:
The profits of those lands, instead of being dlSSlpa-
ted in luxury, returned again to the hands that
were employed in their cultivation. The people
become naturally attached to individuals from
whom they derived such important benefits, and we
know that the feelings of the heart are the best
evnductors in bringing persuvasion to the under-
standing. Contentment, afiluence, and morality,

were generaliy found among the pesantry who!
mhabned the neighborhood of monasterles and
princes finding the benefits of whiz
productive, were induced by fxesh endowmenls
to augment their numbers. Besides the blessing
which they diffused among the surrounding inhabi-
tants, the monasteries beuame nurseries of virtue,
and asylums of innocence to numbers, who sought
shelter from the vices or disappointisents of the
wnorld. At present the army and navy are open to
the vounger branches of distinguished familtes,
that they may establish a new, or repair a broken
fortuae. Hospitais are erected to afford medical’
assistance to the sick and infirm. But where are/
the establishments for repairing a broken heart, or |
giving consolation fo those diseases of the iind,

which all the aid of medicine cannot allay ? I‘he) i
are no more! and their destroyers, not content;
with the ruin of those institutions, have calum-

niated their saintly tenants, in order to Ju;hﬁ-
their own piunder; and the tales which origiated

in malevolence, have been circulated lhrouah
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every medium which a vatied and even fantastic
literature could uflord.

“The ponderous folio, the light pamphlet, th~
amuosing travels, and the flippant novet, have been
indiseriminately employed as the conductors ot
these calumnies ; and poets, historaus, juvists,
and moralists, have equally contrib .ic! to their
propagation.  But the ob.ervation of Cicero is
here verified ; and tine, which dissip: tes the
phantoms of opinion, confirms the veidict of truth
and nature.  The calumnies which had hitlerlo
shrouded the remains of the inmates of those
monasteries are gradually falling away : and on
finding that they weie not the monsters which
they were represented, the public are beginning
to feel some reverence for their relics. Yes, in
the shifting vicissitudes of human affairs, the flow
of false and vicious literatute that prevailed for
three hundred years has already reached its ex-
treme limit ; the tide has already begun to return,
and its retreating current is carrying off much of
the light and impure productions with which it
had so long inundated these countries.

“1f the ancient philosophers arojusd_y sdmired
by our modern historians, for having contributed
so much to the progress of learning lhe monastie
orders cannot consistently be excluded from a
share in their gratitude. In preserving the precious
monuments of sacred and profane knowledge, they
have laid mankind under lasting vbligations. The
influence of a single mind, that improves its own
age, and bequeaihs to posterity the rich legacy of
its virtue and its wisdom, is of more benefit to
socicty than the existence of thousands whose im-
portanece is scarcely felt. He, then, who hands
dowr: the immortal productions of genius and
virtae, which will inctruct and improve postesity
to the latest Denod may be considered to have
flfilled Ui Guiies of society.
Now it surely cannot be denied, that the virtue of
celibacy has been instrumental in transmitting
these moral advantages.

« It is this virtue that contributes most to putify
the heart from selfish affections, and (o exalt the
social virtues to a degree of hwonsm. B) the
detachment from the world which accompanies it,
zeal for religion becomes more streng and active,
The energies, which would be divided by the
ordmax) occupations of life, are pointed to one
exclusive cabject, and derive iiresistable strength
‘from the singlencss of their dircction. Is it to he
xmarvlnod that the apostles of infidel nations, or
fthe to.mdor: of religions orders. or those “bo
con<ecraleu their ln’e': to attendance on the sick,
cor the redemption of eiptives, would have ;.g-
tempted such migh!y t‘uu"s, kad they been bound
by the cares of don stic hife ? "Phey exemplified
ithe observation of St. Paul—¢ thmkmv on the
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