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cratioli; notas it in sean inx the mere cern-
,xxunicatlons of temporal good, but as it
appears te the interests of the inunortal
xsol-shielding it from, its danger and
&a,-ing it fromn its ruin. Here it accoa-
plished its grand end throngh thc la!edi-
atoral -work of the Son of God, who, inx
accordance with the Divine furpose has
offcred a propitiatory sacrifice, applied
through faith te the Msnuer's state and
beart, seexires tht hleseing. The cerë-
tnonies àudl %acrifices and priessthood of
thse law of Moss wera ail forused with a
reference te this, aud ail derived their
forgiving power fromn the fact that they
ivere types of Hie dcath, who, 1'once iv,
thse end of the world put away sin by thô
sacrifice of Himasif." ihus under that
aucient economay penitent believers ceuld
-Iay dlaim, "'Thon Lord, artgeod and ready
te forgive." There iis forgivenese with
Thee that Thon mayest hie feared. " t
lVith the Lord there i8 nsercy, andi with
Mlm is plenteous redemption." Aud te

ina my dear readers, how fully the de-.
lightful fact le ratifiedi Looking back
te Calvary, and gazing aud musing on the
victim of the cross, we hear the voie in
its utmost clearness, and ive repent !ta
sweet accents aspossessing a charm-which
opexns for us the port1s of ixnnortaity-
"4lu ilim we have redemption through
Hie blooxi, the forgivenesseof ains, accord-
xng to the riches of Hie grade. "

Mie Divine niercy is presented to us al.-
en lxin its IpIetiiiiie- 'He is -zbunidi ln
His goodIness-keepiiug inercy for thons-
su~ds' Ani wheni te speak of the piu-
itite tif auercy, wea xnay cousider it as to
is 1,ioar.r: that there is no guilt too hein-
uxiefor it to cauacel; no stain too dieep for
ut to expuiige; no dungeous too barred for
at to openx; no danger tea immineut and
toa poxiesutous for it to chase away. Be
t.hrough whneui it is bcstowed, saves t-o
VieŽ 111-a-rnosi; Hie blood cleauseth froni
ail saui;-ut se identified %withi the energy
of Omniupotence, thse sanie resistles poweèr
that mores planets ln tneir orbite, and
wingîta seraphe lu their spheres.

Whien we speak of the plentitaide of
ixiercy, wvc tay coneider it a-s te its ex-
tent. Tlivre is îts extent as te Rpace, for,
tlsough appax'ently contracted, it is asso-
ciated with a systeni which, as arranged

au thse fulues of time, la adiapted for uni-
versai dliffusion, and according te, the sure
Nvord of prophocy, it la intended te pro-
cecdan sd adrauce, tuBl it shall have given
kalvation te every kixsdred, andl tribo,
end people, andl nation. There. is also
its ext-euit as te dueiion. lb is permaru-
ent and iniperishable, " fri everlasting

toecverlasting"-+pledged bé fore týrfoun4i-
ation of the world; stretcbjn-.Wo ~hxo
all the generations of Mmize, ;wUiýwt tii
poz-ibihity of exhaustion and dacay; cer-
tain and unfailing ini its efficaQeuntil the
conneumimation of all tbinga'. and thea,
enercy shall reigu iinmortalytriumphant
amid the rejoicings iid hallQbiab -of the
skies!

Jehovah proclauns Hie i,3micE; "sud
that will by no nieans clear the guW qt!.»
Neyer must it be imnagin& that thé~ mer-
,cy of God can be proclaiuaed but in con-
sistency with Hie Justice. (1oM would
not let the tribes of Israe1forget RIB* jus-
tice, as He now annoenced fIimself to
Hie servant on the Monit. Ue iow un-
lolded the equality and harincny' of Ris
perfections. Had they hearrd of Ris nmer-
cy only, they would have ~Ieard but a
part of the truth, and wCatld have been
tmtaughtin chat momentèm jüdicial sanc-
tion which so powet-fully ùssist;s the reg-
ulation of human conduet, and apart from,
which mes-cy herseif could not achieve
hier victories. They 'were told, therefore
tbat if they would indulge ln sin-the
tendency to which had already been dis.
played-He would visit that sin Upon,
theni, both personally and nationally,
hy the infliction of His sore dis-

ý leasure. I lieinc, He wouId vindicate
le Justice. (See XX:- 5, and Jet. XXXII

But withiout furthe.- referring te the
specini bearing of the expressions on the
Jcwishi people, let us look, for- a nmoment
at the (Y- ,xera? principle whlai the procla-
niation involves. For mnen, anywhere,
to dishonour God b y the inipeuitent re-
sistance of Hie authority anad violation
of His law, and hy refusing to npply for
Rie grace accordiug to the methods
by which He lias proniisedl to lie-
stow it, this is, for theni, to put away
the prospect of forgiveness, and to live
in inevitable expoqure to coudeinna-
tion and final punieient. The great
plan of mercy and forgivenese ie one in,
whicb Justice forme an essential eleinent
and lu which tie rights of justice art-in
violably preserved:-<Godi je.usT, 'while
he le the Justifier of the ungodly. " A -
part froni that plan, Justice, (the çaima
of which, in it were eatisfied in the &%cri-
fic-e), exacts those claims froin the dnses-;
and the sluner haing notliing,wherewith
to expiate guilt, muet endure its penal
consetjuences in hiniscif and endure the.
rigbteous sentence which overwhelmn in
destrction. The punishinent là propor-
tioneçi to the amount of pri,.ilfge and op>-
portunity abused; and because in th*
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