236

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

eration; not as it is seen in the mere com-

munications of temporal good, but as it
appears to the interests of the immortal
soul—shielding it from its danger and
eaving it from its ruin. Here it accom--
plished its grand end through thc Medi-
atoral work of the Son of God, who, in
accordence with the Divine_purpose has -
offered a_propitiatory sacrifice, applied
through faith to the sinner's state and
heart, secures the blessing. The cere-
anonies and »acrifices and priesthood of
the law of Moses were all formed with a
reference to this, and all derived their
forgiving power from the fact that they
were types of His death, who, ‘‘once in.
the end of the world put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself.” Thus under that
ancient economy ﬁnitent believers could
hay claim, “Thou rd,artgqodandreaflg
to forgive,” There is forgiveness wit
Thee thot Thou mayest be feared.” ¢
With the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is plenteous redemption.” And fo
wemy dear readers, how fully the de.
lizhtful fact is ratified! Looking back
to Calvary, and gazingand musing on the
victim of the cross, we hear the voice in
its utmost clearness, and we repeat its
sweet accents aspossessinga charm which
opens for us the portals of immortality—
“In Him we have redemption through
His blood, the forgivenessof sins, accord-
ing to theriches of His grace.”

The Divine mercy is presented to usal-
so inits plenitude—*He is adbundant in
His goodness—keeping mercy for thous.
suds.”  And when we speak of the plen-
itude of mercy, we may consider it as to
its pewer: that theve isno guilt too hein-
vusfor 1t to cancel; no stain too deep for
1t to expunge; no dungeon too barred for
1t to open; no danger too imminent and
too portentous for it to chase away. He
through whoem it is bestowed, saves to
the uttermost; His blood cleanseth from
all sin;—it iz identified with the energy
of Ummpotence, the same resistless power
that moves planets in tneir orbits, and
winya seraphs in their spheres.

\When we speak of the plentitnde of
mercy, we may consider it as to its ex-
tent. Thore is its extent as to space, for,
though appavently contracted, it is asso-
ciated with a system which, as arranged
m the fuluess of time, is adapted for uni-
versal diffusion, and according to the sure
word of prophecy, it is intended to pro-
ceed and advance, till it shall have given
salvation to every kindred, and tribe,
and people, and nation. There. is also
its extent a8 to durtion, It is perman-
¢nt and imperishable, **from everlasting

toeverlasting”—pledged before the found-
ation of the world; stmtching_ shroagh
all the generations of fime, without the
poseibility of exranstion and decay; cer-
tain and unfailing in its efficacy wmtil the
connsummation of alt thin%a, and then,
mercy shall reign immortallytriumphant
amid the rejoicings gnd hallnjahs-of the
skies! '

Jehovah proclaims His sexrice; ‘‘and
that will by no means clesx the guilty.”
Never must it be imegined. that the mer-
‘cy of God can be proclaimed but in con-
sistency with His Justice. God would
not let the tribes of Isracl forget His jus-
tice, as He now announced Himself to
His servant on the Mount. He now ur-
Yolded the equality and harmeny of His
perfections. Had they heard of His mer-
cy only, they would have heard but a
port of the truth, and wiuld have been
untaughtin chat momenttns jedicial sane-
tion which so powerfully assists the reg-
ulation of human conduct, and apart from
which mercy herself could not achieve
her victories. They were told, therefore
that if they would indulge in sin—the
tendency to which had already been dis.
played—He would visit that sin upen
them, both personally and nationally,
by the infliction of His sore dis-

leasure. fn them, He would vindicate

is Justice.(See XX: 5, and Jet. XX XII
18, 19). .

But without furthe: referring to the
special bearing of the expressions on the
Jewish people, let us look, for a moment

| at the o ueral principle which the procla-

mation involves. ¥or men, anywhere,
to dishonour God by the impenitent re-
sistance of His nut{ority and violation
of His law, and by refusing to apply for
His grace according to the methods
by which He has promised to be-
stow it, thie is, for them, to put away
the prospect of forgiveness, and to live
in 1nevitable exposure to condemnna-
tion and final punishment. The great
plan of mercy and forgiveness is one in
which Justice forms an essential element
and in which the rights of justice are in.
violably preserved:—*Godis JusT, while
he is the Justifier of the ungedly.” A-
part from that plan, Justice, (the claims
of which, in it were satisfied in the sacri-

fice), exacts thosu claims from the sinner;

and the sinner having nothing,wherewith
to expiate guilt, must endure its penal
consequences in himself and endure the
righteous sentence which overwhelms in
destruction. The punishment is propor-
tioned to the amount of privilege and op-
portunity abused; and because in the



