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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Whnnipeg, Saturday, May G.

A prolonged general rain this wevk
further delayea the already backward
geedmg operavions, ana it scems prob-
nble that the expected wheat area
wi]] be consfderably curtailed in some
districts, where the fand is flat and
bravy. On this aceount it is Joubtfil
it the large fucrcase . the wheat
area, confidently expected this yeat.
will materialize. There will doubtless
e a considerable mcreas? in th2area
of cther grains, which can be sown
with safety at a later date than

wheat. Busmess with the country
has been quiet, owing to
the bad stage of the roads

The gramm trad. is walting for the
openng ot navigation. Lake Superior
harbors are expected to be free of ice
aimost any day. Jobbers have large
hmes of goods to come 1n as soon as
navigation opens. ‘The carpeaters’
strike i the city has caused much an.
noyance to those who were anxious
to get ahead with their buildings, but
the real busy season has not set 1n yet
in the building trade, and the strike
ig not felt as badly now as it would
be a httle Iager on.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Wimnipeg, Saturday, May 6.

(All quotations, unlcss otherwise speci.
fied, are wholesale for such quantitics
as are usually taken by rotail dealers,
and aro subject to tho usual reductfon
on large quantities and to cash dis.
counts,

DRUGS.

Locally therc is but little to note.
Rusiness is good and prices steady.
Uplam s sald 0 be a hitle excited
east, but this has not affected Win-
nipeg. Quinine 15 easier It primary
markets, but has not been changed
here., ‘The Norweglan lisheries nave
been making favorable returns, con-
sequently cod Iiner oil 15 lower.

FUEL.

The quotation given last week for
anthracite coal at lake ports seewms
to be only a temporary oune applyiag
to May business. Th: circular spec:-
fically announces that, and 1t remains
tv be seen whether the rates given
wili be continued. Broken « quoted
at 34.75 per ton, and egg, stove and
nut s1zes ab $3.G0 per ton.  Locai quo-
tations for coal and wood will be
found on our *‘prices current’’ page.

FIsi.

No Iresh fish have appeared in the
market thie week and things are quiet
m consequence,
fidently looked for next werk,
trout wilf probably ve in also.

GREEN FRUITS.

Oranges continue firm and prices are
unchanged. A few spy apples are yet
obtamnunie and Washington apples in
boxes are aisv to be had m limted
quantities. The quahty of these
jatter Is said to be excelicnt and the
spies are aisu of good quality. Straw-
berrles are becoming more plentiful
and prices ure lower at $6.00 to
£6.50 per cuase of 24 quarts. Bananas
are coming In frecly. Cherries are
now on the market at $2.75 per
box. We quote prices as follows.

and

Whitelish are con-,

THE COMMERCIAL

Navel oranges, $4.00 to  $L50;
seedlings  33.85 to 3375, as  to
quality, per box: Mealiterrinean

gwects, 83.75 per case; blools, $0 per
box; bananas per Lunch 52 to $2.25,
as to size and quality; Messina lemons,
$3.75 to $4.00; California lemons, $4
i box: grape frult, per case, SL3O
to $5.00; apples, spies, $6.50 per
barrel: Washington bux upples, $2 tiox
of H0 pounds; strawberries, per case,
twenty-four one quart buies,
$6.00 to $6.560; cherrles, $2.75 per
box: crunlerries, $3 per barrel:
sweet  potatoes, per Dbarrel, $5.50;
coconnuty in sacks of 100, $£5; Sleily
filberty, large, 12¢ per lh.i Grenoble
walnuts, 14c¢; new  shelled walnuts,
25¢; Tarragona almonds, 15¢; peanuts,
greent, 9 to ¢ 2¢; roasted, 12¢; pecan
nuts, 12¢ per Ilb; comb lioney, $2*
por dozen scctions; stralned honey,
8 1.2 to ¢¢ per poumd; orange mar-
malade in 7 1b. palls, 60¢; maple sugar,
11c; maple syrup in cans of 1-2 gallon,
60c; in gallon cans, $1; apple_ clder,
35c per gallon iy barrels and half var-
rels; fruft cider, put up in 10, 20 nnd
80 gailon &egs, per galion, 40c¢; Call-
fornia figs, in  boxes of ten
bricks, $1.90 per box; in 1 pound glove
boxes, $2.40 per dozen; dates 7c
per poutad; native lettuce, radish, wat-
er cresy, cte., per dozen bunches, 35c¢:
Califurnian  cabbage, 7c per pound;
pieplant in 50 pound boxes, $2.23 to
$2.40, oniluns, 3 1-2¢ per pound.
GROCERIES.

Canadinn refinceries have gain ad-
vapee prices for sugar.  Advices to
this effeet reached Winunipeg on Wed-
noway and local quotations are tow
on the basis of increased prices at
refineries,  Instead of sugars taking
a drop on the oponing of navigation
they are higher anl predictions are
frecgy made that they will be mguer

stil The advaner of tlus  week
amounts tu 1 3¢ on standard gran-
vlated ag Winnipeg.  Dright  yellow

sugar is also 1-Sc higher 2atarange
of 4 5-8¢ to +3-tc. Dricd apples are
<hightly higher hoere, the insule quota-
tivn being now 7 3-ic as agamst 7
1-2¢ last week. Nectarines are alinost
out, of the market. For quotationy
g market page. .\ big cut in
laun iry soap 1s one af th» features
of the week, to mect the cut st
made by thoe Sunlight souap people.

HARDWARE AND PAINTS.

The only change tuo note in prices
is an wdvance of 1-2¢ vua  slsal and
mamla rope, these being now guavted
at 1i ant 12¢ respeetnely. The open-
g of pavigation wiil bring heavy
shtpments of  hardware west.  The
sitnation in pamnts, oils and glass is
one of great stiength, Latest advices
inlicate thit scveral lmes are devel-
op.ng such strongth that further -
vanees hore must result. White Jead
will 1 all probability go up anuthxw
1-de. Linseed oli is very strung aud
may advance. Turpentine has  ad-
vaieed 2¢ m osouthern  and  esstern
maraets, Advices on this chaage last
wasly were  contradictory, some ro-
purts  givng I as a Jdecline. The
chonge s reaiiy an apward one of
2e. ®.ndow glass maintains its phen-
ominnd strength and furdier advances
of fully 25 per cent have been mitle
in l.grtand since the fiest of the year.
Tlus maket a total wlvance within
fifteen menths of 65 per cent. Winul.
prg rrices for glass wiil be seen to
towpaie must favurably with sther
whuwsale centics as  full advantage
has not been taken of these changes.,
St. iuul prices for glaos are fully 25
pur cent higher proporiivnately than

\Winnipeg. The price list here remains
unchanged ag given on another page.
SCRAF MARKET.

We  quote prices [, o. b, Win-
nipegg as follows: No. 1 cast
iron, free from wrought and malleable,
$10 per ton; No. 2, do., 3+ per ton,
wrought iron scrap, $4 per ton; No.
1 stove plate, $1 per ton; copper bot.
toms, 8¢ per pound; new copper wice
9c per pound; red brass, 8 per pound,
yellow brass G6c per pound; light brass
¢ 1.2¢ per pound; lead pipe or tea
lead, 21.2¢ per pound; zlnc scrap.
1-2c pound; rags, country mixed, 5O¢
to 80¢ per cwt.; clean, dry bones, 30c
per cwt; rubber, boots aud shoes {ree
from arctics and rivets, 3¢ por poutul.

GRALN AND PRODUCE.

Wheat-The wheat markets have
this week gradually subsided lnto o
quieter attitude, and at the close
values Iin the leading centres show a
dechine on the week of 1¢ per bushel
Crop damage reports have almost
disappeared, and the consumptive de-
mand for wheat and flour continues
generally so inactive that there ts a
very evident want of something 1
stimulate gpeculative enterprise. 1u
the absence of speculative buying, and
on the other hand the presence of
ample supplies seen on passage for
European markets, which supplies are
daily being replenished by the ex-
porting countries, thé trade in aciual
wheat keeps dul), and continues nito-
wether on 2 hand to month basi,
There seems little prospect of any ad-
vance in vafue in the near future, un-
less the “‘something unexnected” hap-
pens, which would decide the mimd of
the trade to generally espouse the
buying side. It is frequent matter
of remark, that it was never more
difficult than at the present time wo
decide what line of actlon a dealer
should follow on the wheat market.
The crop .damage reports, angd the
lateness and continued backwardness
of the season, have without doulbt
been the cause which has kept the
prices up to present and recent
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