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THE lEOIAL SiSTERI.
The sseiatofe Chambers et Commerce

et the lin-ited lCingdomn, tho, greatest commer-
oial contrenc inGreat Britain,attheirreoant
annual meeting, adoprod a résolution unani-
mously ia taver et the décimal systoin ot
weighte and me*-'sures. À committee bec ben
appointed by the B3ritish Parlament te con-
sider the question et the adoption ef the doci-
mal systain. It is aise worthy ef note that a
commission has bean appointed at Washing-
ton, te consider the advisability of introdue-
ing the décimal systeus et weighits and
measures in the United States. Nodoubt tho
investigation et tho question wilt lcad te the
adoption of the décimnal systen £a eacb et
these countrios. If the systen is adepted l'y
Grcat Dritain and the Ujnited Stateê, it prftcti-
cally ineans that it will becomeo tho universal
systoin ef the civitized world.

la eu oe ef thé mystories that tho decimal
systoni was net long ago adopted l'y all pro-
gressive comnmerciat countries. Nothing can
appear more ridiculous than the systenis, or
rather lack et systeni in computing weights
and rmnures ia Great BrîtAin.and the United
States. In Great Britain there is agreat diff-
erence in the custeni et dit!férent markiets, and
this is *aLlo true in Canada and the United
States. lu one market, for instance, 84 ll's.
make a bushol ofeta, while in another mar'-
bet a bushel et this grain is on ly 82, lbs. la
London grain is rock-oned l'y the quarter, and
in Liverpool l'y the hundred wveigbt. The
differences cause a great deai et annoyanco
and confusion, aud often niake quotations
very misleading, owing te lack et knowledge
et the pezuliar requiremeonts ef oach market.

The rêmedy for this is the general adoption
et tho decirnal system l'y the civilizod world.
It is the communi sense systein, and thougir a
little inconvenionce would bo caused at first,
it would ho only tem'porary. The tràde wÔuld
very sean accusten-L itsolt te the new order et
things. Any teinpemary insenveanieýnce frein
tho adoption et the decimai system, wouldl b:)
adie up many times aver l'y the vast su-

periority of the rewv systein. Giermany and
sme cther ifluropean countries have adopted
the dicimai systein, with app'arontiy very
little inconvenience oven at the outset, and it
enly romains for Great Britain and the
Unitedl Stâtes te tellow suit, ta make tho
syrtcw nracticaily universal.

The ditcoverics made la the Rai-ny Lake
golil district last season are tikely te'attract a
great deal et attention te thisendar-by mining
country this year. Now that -the season fer
prospecting, la oening, we may expect quiteIan influx et mining. experte and capitalists.
vithin a short time: Tierafrstdiscoverièsôft
geldiveare mad -on the 'United States sida, et

the I1ain-r river, buit l'y fgr tho most valuable
finds made lest sumrnir were lecatea in Cana-
dian terkitory. In faut, the result et last
seasen's epératio'ns would indicate that the
Rainy Lake minerai country is practically in
Canadian territory, and with the adjeining
Lake ei the Woods district, torrs a vat and
rich minerai district ail in Canada.

Capitalists and niining exporte who may
wishi te visit those geld districts, ivili b'o inter-
ested in learuing sometbing et the routes by
whielr t1LOy xay rend'h the districts. The
only way ta reaseither the Rtainy Lake or
Lake et the «Veods district is l'y the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway. This applies te the
country on the Uffled States as well as te tho
Canadian side of the l'oundary Vk-iters te
the district caui corne te Winnipeg 1by any et
the railways frein theoseuth and west and frein
hero they can tako the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way te Bat Portage on tho Lake et the Woods,
183 moiles eat ef Winnipeg. At Rat Portage
steamers can. l'e takea to any point on the
Lakeofe the Woeds and Rniny river. Visi-
tors ceming frein the east eu take tho Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway direct te Rat Portage.
A steamer will léave Duluth three times each
week for Fort Arthrur, on~ Lako Superier,
where the Canadian Pacifie Railway can bo
taken direct for Rat Portage. Rat Portage,
the deor te the mining country, caa therefore
l'e reached in a few heurs direct l'y rail tram
either WVinnipeg ton the Nvest or troni Port
Arthur on the nast. lu addition te the fleût
et iteamers on the Lake of tho Woods, two
newv steamers have been bufit at Rat Portage
this winter for the Lake and Rainy river
trp'd. Navigationî la e-ipected te open on the
Lake oi the Woods in a few days.

llIDES. LEITR; BGTS AUD SffUE
ADY.&UGING.

The rernarbable aivance ia tho price et
bildes is ene et the most interestlng tentures
et the commercial situation at the moment.
Rides have beau a very depressed cemmodity
for a long timo, but they hava nowv experi-
encod asteacly advance, sinco carly lnst winter,
until prices are up 100 per par sent and mùore.
~What is more rernatkable, about the advance
is, that it hec cerne at a time wheàhidesareat
a minimum value, intrinsically. Inthe win-
ter and spring hides are net Worth as much
te the tanner, pound fer pound, as la the
summer, as the extra *weight et l'air carried
in the winter represeaits quite a ios in weight.
Rides are aise gruhby and carry considerablý
foreiga matter in the tarin et adbering man-
ure in the spring, thoug;h, et course, alloiwance
is made for this, ii nspecting.

Tho advane in hides is due te actuel,
scarcity, and the scarcity et beet cattle cx-
plains te a censidérable oxtent why it la that
hides are scarco. At the -tbree great slaugb-,
tom markots et Chicago, KIr-lsas City and~
Omaha, there is a, shortage et 227,000 head et
cattie, for the flrst three o iths o! this
year, as sempared ;with the saine period of,

'-atyear, and tho shortago this year la mucl'
greater when conipared with the flrst three

months of cithor 1893 or 189. At Boston, a
leading bide market, prices bave advanîced
over 100 por cent. Tho Winnipeg market
shows the full advanco made elsewhe. A
year ago 2j cents par pound wns quotod boe
for No. 1 cows, whilo this woek 5 conts is
offered for No. 1 eured stock.

The a"vance in bides must, of causse, lead
to a similar advance ln Icathor prices, and
this in tura will develop higher prices for
manufactures of Ieather, suoh as boots and
shows, etc. Leather did net at flrst follow the
adva'.ro in bides sharply, but leather is now
advancing rapidly. Bout and shoe manufac-
turers a= also, begfinning to givo notice of
advancea in thoir prices, and prices for fai
goods in this branch will show a considerable
advance no doubt.

It would seom probable that the high prices
of bides wiIi hoid ont for soma time as the
high price of beef will operate taecurtail the
consumption of beef in favor of other meat
foods, or until the supply et cattie increases
sufficiently te reduco price3 again. The price
of bides, however, seins te have reached
aimes t a daugerous height.

The leather industry in Canada l'as been
one of the most deprcsscd branches for years,
and the ad'vance in bides did net help the
tanners uny, many ef thcm baving cloeed. up
rather than buy bear hides. Now that the
advancz has set in in leather, however, tan-
who have heid any stocks wili b'e r.bie te make
geod monoy.

HIGRER PRIOES FOR OATTLE,
If an imprevement in prices is an indication

et botter times, prospects ahead sheuld bo
bright. Several stapie commedities have
recently experiencedl almest a remarkable
advance laprices. Theseare crude petroleuin,
*bides and beef cattle. Tho advance in thesù
rav materials 'will affect ether lines, as, for
[instance, the big advance. in bides wiIl affect
leather, boots and shees and leather manu-
factures generally.

The advanco in beef has gene on te such an
extent that it bas ledI te a ruiner that a corn
bine had beau formed l'y the packers te
"boom" prices. Therm duos net, bewever,
seem te l'e any gcod reasoa fer suspectihg
anything la the nature et a combire. on
the centrary, the advance appears te bave
cerne freni natural causes. The immedjate
cause appears te have beau. the short con and
fooder creps in several of the western states
lust ycar. A goed many cattie were, ne
doubt, crowded te miarket prematurely, while
the number of cattie foed for the market in
the great cern states bas been raueh lms than
usual. It is aise said that bard tixnes has led
te a shrincnge ef the ranobing intorosts in the
great grazing regfins et the western aund
southwestern. states, thus further reducing
the su pply et c4ttle.

The price otMet has advancod te such an
extent that, it l'as beau necessary te advance
the parice etf canned meats, and sema of the
packlg bouses at the western centres have
ciosed dewn i n conséquenceofe the increase
cost ef beef. The advance in beef bas beau


