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Slieilti wau doiîîg lier besi. for lus sako anîd lier inotlîer's to
live dovi lier trouble. Slic took to workiîîg wviL1 feverish
energy, sud ini thie itutervals wlien lousolîold work ivas for.
bidden slle too< tp studios laid aside-Gernian, of wliicli
Lance had tatiglit lier soînething, and lier music, long ileg-
lected ini the absence of il piaîîo-aulythiug se tliat elle ileed
nlot sit and drearn. BN degrees sornetliîg ef lier old briglît.
iies-s crime bîuck to lier. E',euî il little dc.licate flowor of hope

began te bud in lier lîeart. Wlîat day of the wet autunn
deys it tirst put forth its uitiiely head slle know net ; 811e
oul1 kuew it camne tliere uuiinviteù, and flourislied despito lier

11e o encouuragemaent. Sile wuus afraid of it, afraid of tie
sweetness of it wlîicli launited lier thirougli the cold weatluer,
Siving lier little glad, unreasoiiablo tiri 'lis of hope wlien
Chîristmas wvss ineniîoled casually, and Pho.sat with lier eyes
down on tho stockigs silo %vas daruîing ana tricd te chaîn lier
eager yoig thouglits ta tliein.

No word canii ef Lance lit ail through Vino winter, rie word
evenîta Tom. It was Uic absenice et ews inade Sheilaliope;
if lie wero înarricd, if lie were like ta bl they certainly would
bave lîcard. So tire dsys wxent by uueoveii*fully. Shie liad
lber niooils of uadi'ess andi discourageient, ton, days wvlien
the Novoinlier woods were sodden and llopoless, aud tlîe ragged
clirysatiiemunis Ilapped tîjeir drenclîed Ilada agaiiist thie
window.pane, arid it secincd to lier tlîat lite was over for lier
as weIî as these inaniunato tlîiigs. Slie was Blow to give lier-
self n t sweetiicss; there wcro days wlieiisiloe alinost con-
vin ersrelf that if lie canin again slle ueut agaihi serra lf
freux lier; you sc, prido suid consciousuess, lioth very strong
in ber, were takiîîg skies agaiiist lier poor littie lieart. So,
un sucu alternatioîîs of leoling, the ime went round to Christ-
Mus.

A auowy Christmxas it proved to bc-uot a lovely Chiristuiias,
witb the snow au accoînpliolied tact, and frosty skies redden-
ing rit evgjinîg across a white world, but draggle-tailed
weather, witlî drifting sliowers of suiow wluicl chanugea te
mua as seoir as it touelied eartb. Tire heoure ot the Christ-
mais ove dragged aloîîg soîuelîow. Slieila went thîrougli lier
daily rounid ini anr autoînatie way ; it %vas a great-day of eook-
ing anîd cleaning and general adornînent. Sheila did lier
sbare, corncealiîîg well the -painful exciteinent wluicb at every
souuîd set ber heart to beatiug se tiat, it deafeuîed lier, but
the day brouglît ne visiter aud ne message. Towards evon-
iuig, and wlîen thie place was shlling, the girl's licart and
courage fttiled lier; aie weîît up to ber bedrooni ini the tliatch
and iay dowiî on lier lied, turning ber face te thue wall wi:lî a
feel.ng tliat theo world was over with ber. Slie lay staring
fixedly ai. the ioisliglit, tilt lier mother camne stealing iu te
see it sile slept, aud then as tire tender, luomely face, wliicli
had ilever lookcd nut lier with aniytlîiu* but love, wvas bent
down te kiss lier, slîo st up anîd laid lier ]rend witlî a gesture
of wearinieas on tlîat kind breàgt. The unotier juat rocked
lier ta and fre, crooung soft 'words, aud thon laid lier down
on tie pillow, coniforting lier tilt slle slept, but of the cause
cf ber trouble eue would net spepl. Tomu and thîe motàier
could couie to îîo conîclusionu abolit it; cluey lîad lîcavy bearts
that niglit for tireir lainb.

TMie next day, Mass being over, Sheila was excused frent
service, lier lîoavy eyes beiuîg cause enougli. In the best
parleur tliere was a pleasaut tireofe turf, and the pictures
wreathed witli uohly aud ivy, and the corner supboard witlu
its store of aîîcient cinau, siioxe pleasantly in thîe fireliglît.
Thîe short day was hlai ever, and iL liad liegin te grow dusk
in the reoun; it ivag s dreary day, with tlhe saine mnotonous.
adlent fatliii cf lialf-nieltedl stiow. Sheilaè had sat, down on
te rug, witli Trusty beido lier, bis liead iin lier ap ; lie was

ahi and feeblo iîow, poor Trusty 1 Sorte ene wlîo openad the
door sud cain ini ioisclessly foît the fult beauty of tlhe little 1
group, tic girl witli lier %visttul young face illumiued by the
fireliRlit, one little rounid wrist aud lîand propping the golen
licad. But evez uere swiftlv lie noticed, for it vas L ce,
diîe dinîîuiing o! lier roses, tle little patlîetic droep of thîe
patienît figure. Alinost beore sha knew lie lîad corne he
had hi. arme about her and iças uaying with a fierce tender.
ne» :

Il Clîild. wluat biave yen done ta yeurselt ? 1 toît tliut you
were tryiing nie soroIy, but, like a itehtisli brute, I niover tiugî
tliat 3you were trying y-otreelf."'

Oh01 h ee Raid, lool:iig lit hliu as if 811e ilever cuuuld look
eiioighfi, 'youi 11ave coule b:uel lifter ILlI.'

?lîlhlie %VI1 indignanit %vitli lier four (-Veil î)ju lie'
~o uil(l not c<ii ; l ie liad l~ oui s surely aiii tlft ai.! tilb th Iw

Nvas ceiliiig. Lut ki11.- biIitl lîiut Lkiiowvii, b(l ili a wuîîîîîîî
and coifndei tu sileuice niidl inîactionî. uamo %î4~. n' --;lait
uîeiv Just te ho quiet iii Jus ho' c, aloi ta hl itils. vrti
ini lus oNvi bîands. Befoe lit Mod bl iiit Imii liuîwievid t<u
lijiii iii tliose luth î tus, lie Liiiiîd licir to Iiti, tuthi ig I raie his11

pocket lus iîîetlier*s eigNiî iti.iwitît its licurt ot
diaillonds alid 1peaiis, alil Slliii it tu li r fliger. Suie wVIIu
c>nI1' CQuIsiSCOi.s of hium -'ood ut %%lis îo lie w.ast( ril tluLis îîîi.
perious fuslioîî. 'lieii, holding lit r 1iaud -aind strokiiig baek
lier linir, lic told lier tisait sli.. mits to niarry al Jîoor miai), for
piner, perverse aid Sir Ainu-&e% , ii,1uiait bûcaiusc lut hier
hall ual carried oir l' Ui Euîglishl d , iad uirried uiisclf,
proposmng in a iiiuinerît of làuxt tu i bti\olvitie lady Niu
was tittie lilcely to h)ennit luis reeautatiou. Aîudl lie %vas ai-
ready a Beiieduet of al wîoiiti's staii<liiig. But Luuîîep,tuigl
lie 1usd luis few liudrelis il veur of internue, wliicli ta tliese
simple people lie desired ta in;alie lius Ou il seeiiied richles, %vaus
faîleil frouu Ilui tiil estate, for lus unclo's Proîerty was ual.
entailed, aud if it içerê, the naw% Ladfy Aruistrong %%-ls quite
yolung eluouîgh te iuîike otiier ccitnliglicies poissible. So lie
1usd decuded ta tahe lus furtuîiîes aii Lis owi liuuîds, uiudi go
eut ta South Africt, witu a Iîreseiut intention of ostricli-ftriii
iîîg, but with auu ides of a. future (if ure adveîuturous
tbiDgn.

Fer a dispossessetl prince lie liswiit,odeififfly clateil , lie
was ratiier like a lun %vlo lid eseail .il froin guxlliuug povéiiy
ta riches tlîan ane ivho had lost wealtlu and piositioni. Nouv
LIait lue hll won liai love. lie seeuiieui ta have îno re left ta
wisl for; thîe anc drap of bitteruucss ini lus cup iiniglit be per-

lisps luis estrangenielt train bis uutîde, but lie iviis too glad for
tire mnomnt to be able ta tlîiuk of iL. Anud Sheila, stuc coula
only listeui ta ail luis eutpeuurings, and thue plans for thîe îîew
lite witi wluich lus brain swarinlec, aud %vouder if thîis beauti-
fui world was thie samne gray, drenclued pulace slue la kîîoviu
tis meruuing, or wlîetlier, J*rhsps, it luiglit neot ho a dreiu
tram wluich elle woulul wakeu tee smau. Se elle sat thora,
sihetît frein luappiness, ini thue grelit chair wliere lue hll placed
ber, witlî lior clicek agaitist luis arn, sud lier o. -i slîy aud
glad.

Tomn, coiniuug in for ]lis Chu istîuus diiiiier, ivax sîurpriscd to
find luis capable lielpuiuîte ini lier chair in the corner et theo
kitchieui witlu lier apraîî ever lier luead, crying, and uvas net s
little alarned tilt lue hîcard the cause. Tien lie wiss glad sud
sorry ail at once, for Lance liad tound tie before scing luis
dweetlie-art ta tell lier îîuotlîer sonietluing of hiow ]lis afraire
stood, ilud thîe olù min knew luis little girl would lic going
very far away trouuî luum. However, lin was tee unselfisli, as
was lier metiier, ta lot auy cloud a! sorrow darkeuî the liapp)i.
ness ef the levers uvken thoy caine out. frein tire parleur, Slheila
very bluebuuug and slîy, but Lanice walking proitdly and with
s gladder liglut iu bis eyes thian anyoue 1usd ever seen there
before.

Se ai. Blirovetide tluey were married and went off te tire
Transvaal. 1 wen't suîddeu tlueir ator3 liy teliuug luaw the old
people îuouruîed in secret for .the cluild tluey scarcely ever
hioped te ses agaiti. But the gladdest sud bappiest thuing ot
ail ivas thuat atter five yeuurs, Six Andrew being dead and lis
ubildlesswîidow settled witu s liaudsomie jointure, Sir Lautrc-
lot wius seniL for anîd carne )roie te take up the property luis
uncle 1usd loft bînu te slipport tire title. And thue uieu baronuet
was as brown as a berry, and bigger aua brawuer than ever,
withbanusde rouglioned liy toil and a veice louder thail one
often hears in draving-rooîus3, but picturesque, said tire young
ladies, who were greatly taioen with luis mauliuicss. As for
Slieila, the vague ruîiors about liez birtu faded into thuin air
before the siglut et thue stateiy )youîug creatuire she 1usd grown
uto, sud so welt dressed, for thue dowager Lady Aruulstrozîg,
who was a goôd soul, lied moade trieuds with tle yeuuîg couple
md bemen rap tured with Sheiia'a posaibilities, ana 1usd as-
uiuted her in JI the miner details of drae in wbich the gur:11'
)wn gooa teste coula net have belpea ber. She made a
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