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TTIE ASCENSION.

Bi (F1oM TILO SPANISIL OF LOUIS roxcr DR I.RON.)

Qood Shoplierd, wilt thou leave
In this low vule tho tlogk that wasd thy care
Alono to pine nnd grieve,
$ Whilo through-the puror alr
Thou riscst up to holds forover falr 2

Thoy who, supromely mm&
Untit tho dawn of thisunliappy day
Lennod on thy lovmf breast,
To whom on earth shall thoy
$farken or look whon thou art faraway ?

What coinefiness or grnco
Thoy whoso oyos behiold thiy boauty sco
In othor form or meo ?
What masto will not bo
Bl 1arshto tho oars that harkened onco to th-o?

: Who now upon the decp
Shall look, and curb its fury ¥ Who shall Iny
H The stormy winds asleop ?
’ ! Whant lode-star's friendly ray,
R\ hon thino Is hid, shall gutde tho vessel's way ?

%
Why chnngo our appy state,

f0 onvlouzcloml?w holplossness aml fear®
1low proud of their rich frelght
Thy snlnlng folds np{:out H

{Iiow bliud and wrotchied thou dost Jeave us here!

| WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT.

s

R .
L Prizo Essays.
v —

! Dear Sie,—Without entering upon the
‘nerits of the .pnize essay on recruiting, al-
ready discussed by yourself and portions of
B-ho press, I would onquire if the terms of
sompetilion have not been somewhat violat-
' in divers ways, In the first place. I do
20t recolleot the motto adopted by Captain
g(lime to have-been published among the

‘nany others in.your issue, dated last Deo-
{'erber, but I cannot be certan.

i Secondly, The essay extends over forty
iages instead of thirty-lwo ouly—the num-
§.er limited.,

-: And thirdly, the prefnce cannot ful to
R ivo rise to impressions somewhat as follows,
iz. ~—The essay has been compiled under
i2e notice of the Royal United Service ln-
Bl'litution ; that.the mateninls wero collectod

iith tho assistance of the libranan of that
histitution ; that tho viows in referenco to
: iesertion arc the suggestions of Sergeant

B enry Cousins, II. Battery l4th Brigade, I.
.., to whom the author must have applied
B - information; and that, finally, the got-

‘5 and connectedness of the essay 1sdue to
B -ofessor Cairnes.
:The authorship of this work must, it is
resumed, have been tolerably well known
ifora the sealed envelope ~as opeaed, es~
'cially as the suggestivo fact becomes ap-
kront that Captain Hime was already an
stitution gold medsllist of 1871,
1The author of ono of these essays has in-
R -med mo that his application for a return
R his writing and sealed envelope vas never
t:ended to.— I remsin, dear Sir, yours
N thfully,
‘. -l_l3th April, 1875. .
‘ iz, —It hagalways bithertobeen believed,
thorse racing and other trials of prowess,
‘it tho uspirant, in order to carry off the
‘20, shonld not only be first to attain the
.al, but should. also have kept within the
‘dmarks laid down toindicato the courso ;
8+ it would appear that the first gold
,dal of the Royal United Suvice lnstitu-
' is attslnsulo irrespective of theso time-
‘lonred conditions. The medal was offor-
lifor an ¢ Essay upon tho best metbod of
4 nining Recruits for tho British Army.”

! Lo tho ordinary understanding this
4ld imply restriction to tho present
s of tho realm, which only provide for
B ing rccruits by voluntary enlistment.

:i3 not " my desire, vor is it within my

ENQUIRER.

power, from the meagre report I have seen
of tho recent mooting, to criticise in delail
tho schemo of tho successful essayist, or to
inquire whether the desired resuit is to bo
attained by consoription, or if that itself 18 &
possiblo or desirable method, by which the
strength of the Army is to be maintained ;
but it is my wish to point out that both the
unsuccessful competitors, and the publio in
geueral, will view with surpriso tho award of
tho roferees to a proposal which, in reply to
ademand forrecruits,offersan armytho great-
er portion of which is to bo composed of con-
scripts. lo an gnnlogous case thore can bo
fittlo doubt what.tho vordict of the Jockey
Club would buve been—it would have pro-
nounced the ostensible winner, whatever
his other merits, diequaliied.—I remain,
Sir, your obedient Servant,

April 12, 1875, Seoospern.

PRIZL ESSAYS AND THE ARMY RESERVLES,

Sir,—Iun Captuin Hime's prize essay 1 find
the following deprecatory remarks about
the Militia and Volunteers :—** I never hear
of tho Militis without thinking of Dryden's,
description of the tramed hands of his times

.—*In peacc a charge, in war:a weak de-

fenco.! Ollicered, iustructed, and disciplin-
ed as 1t is, the Militin 18 not a relisble force
now ; aud 1t can never become 80, for the
simple reason that it 1s raised, like the army,
on the voluntary system." **But we have
160,000 citizen soldiers 1t may be urged. 1
know something of the Volunteers, and
my conviction is, that the only cnd gained

"by supporting them is the gratification of

national vanity. Notlong ago an Austrian
officer irraverently described them as ‘a
barmless joke.' "

I1am but one of many who are anxious
to protest against the disparage.nent thus
cast upon our zuxiliaries, by others who
should be better informed. 1If the Militia
and Volunteersare not perfect, it is (thafault
of those who study not to make them so,
but as their physique and morale is superior
to that of the-Line, they neced only to bs
fairly instructed to make them good sol-
diers- Captain Himo would do away with
both services; why, forsooth? because, £
suppose, they do not fire quite in a direct
hine, aud in matters of discipline ars not
perfect ; but, in regard to dnll, who does
liro straight? and how can Militiamen be:
como properly disciphned if they are liablo
to ko drafted in shoals to the Line ? we
deprivo the Mulita of their best officers and
men, and afterwards espect them to be per-
fect ; as for Captain Hime's oue year con-
scripts, beaven savoe us frow such indivi
duals! Tell it not in Xaffirland, or in New
Zealand ; the savages of both places would
endeavour to invade Eogland, if only with
tho prospect of a good meal oft our youth-
ful heroes. 1 would soonor trust to Militia
men and Volunteers, who, fairly instructed
and bngaded within our district centres,
might becomo reliable troops, which is
moro than can be expected of Captain
Hime's conscrips, oven, be itgnoted, if they

Tho Reoruiting Quostion at the ]toy_'x:l
United Service Institution.

—_— .om

At tho meeling of the Royal United Ser-
vice Institution of Friduy woak lnst, Genoral
Sir Willinm Codrington presided over an un.
usually full gathering to hoar Captain Himeo
offer a foww remarks on his essay entitled,
¢ Universal Conscription ; the only answer to
the RRecruiting Question,” for which theauthor
hasreccived the gold medalof theinstitution.
Captain Hime's remarks wero chlefly con-
fined to answering some of his oritics, who
had attributed to him a fondness for the
system Lo had advocated, which he wished
to disclaim. Ife hed advocated: that system,
not because hbe had apy liking for it, but
bocause he believed it to ho the ouly one
whorein could be found the remody for
our ovils,.— Lieutenant-General Sir Lintorn
Simmons was opposed to tho eystem of con-
scription on tho grounds that it twas oot fit
ted for 1bis country, that it would be impos
sible to preserve the discipline of an army
furmed on that basis, and that conacription
and the voluntary system could pever be
carried on together. Voluntary-enlistment,
the spedker considered, was what was want-
od, but voluntary enlistment, fuirly tried,ns
it was now tried, with better conditions held
out to encourage men {0 enter the ranks.—
Mr. Ilolmes, M. P., did not believe that the
time had yot arrived for tho remedy sug
gested by Captain Hime, theugh 'in many
points he was disposed to agree with him.
The question wa3 chielly a question of
money—of giving the'man who worked for
us proper valuo for their work; but it was
pot only & question of money, for the wwork-
ing classes would not enter the army save
with men of good character. He proposed,
also, n resorve of special forces for foreiga
servico in time of peace, and that at the
period of enlistment tho choice of such ser-
vico or seryico at home should be given to
each man.—Lord Wavenoy and Colonol
Thesiger also took exception to somg
of .Caplain Hime's siatemeonts, Colonel
Thesiger denying that the narmy was
cowposed .of the residum of society.
Tho proper fvorikog out of the brig:
ade dopot system was thoe remedy ho
was inclined to atlvocate, and also that the
whole duty of recruiting should be thrown
on the Militia, in which forco he would
bave all the officers, and, if possible, non
commissioned officers, from the Regular
Army. Heagroed with Coptain Himo that,
long sorvico was botter thanghort, asin the
case of tho Intter men wero apt to consider -
tho army pot so muc® n profession as a
temporary occupation,—Major General Sir
Edward Warde was in favour of voluptary
enlistment, long service with pensions, and
some still bironger-inducements to1men to
join: I

The discussion was continued on Monday,
when Sir Edward Warde, who had obtrioed
permission to add o his former remarks,
said that a8 80 many names had slrcady
been sénbin of those wishing to speak, ho

should uandergo ** deill without end uander

chosen officers and non commissioned offi-

cers Woy, sir, under such conditions

our present auxthiary forces would be equal

to any n Europe.—! remain, Sir, yours

faithlully, Avrua.
April 13, 1874.

would confine his remarks to the sabjects
of the Volubteors and the Militin. He did
notagreo with those 7ho thought tho Mili-
tia **in peaco & charge, in war o weak de-
fence,"” and of tho Voluntcers ho considered
they oughbt to be spokon of in no other
torms than those of high rdspect. le

[Captan Hime's remarks chime 1, no doubt
with the narrow prejudices of many, but
they display a mund little -capable of
grasping tho wholo subjectof Englaod's
defence. Sir Lintorn Simmons will bo
ploased, and that perhaps'was the object

j8poko especinlly of the a:‘éillcry, with: whom
he was waoll acquainted, and whom ko
should not hesitate to entru«t with defenco.
Ho thought, howover, that they ought to bo
under military officers, ' and chould also
havo gunnefs of the Rayal Artillery with

aimed af.—Ep. Bread Arrow.]

their batteries.—Livutcnant Colonel Pon-




