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broad and genoral survey will suffico But
& moro intimate acquaintance with the topo.
graphy of tho theatre, and a knowledge of
strategy, aro roguired, in order to determine
the further quostions of what points in that
theatro are most important as steps toward
the object, and what aro thoe chancos of
gaining possession of thom.

As an oxnmplo of the way in which, after
admitting all these various elements of the
question of selecting o theatre, & bnlance
may bo struck and a decision formed, let us
tako tho caso of the campaign of Marengo.

Whilo Moreau operated from the Rhine
on the Danube, Napoleon was to attack the
Austriang in Italy, fhey were besieging a
French garrisou in Genoa; thoy had ad.
vanced and occupied the passes of the Alps
on tho Italian side from Lake Maggiore
down to the junction of tho Apenniaes en.
deavoring to force their way into France
across the Var, which river was defended
with inferior numbers by Suchet. Thus the
Austrian front extended along the whole
Italian frontior of France.

Napoleon's objects were to deliver the be.
seiged garrison of Genoa, and to strike a de-
cisive blow against the Austrians in Pied
mont and Lombardy.

‘The Austrian lines of communication with
their base and of rotreat led from the va
rious points of their front to Mantua and
Verons, and osving to the geographical fea.
tures of North Italy, all the roads by which
they could gain those cities were compressed
literally into the space between Milan and
Piacenza.  If Napoleon could throw his
army across that space ho would effect a
double object—ho would cut the communi
cations of the enemy, and, by iorcing them
to concentrato for action, would deliver
Genoa.

The object of his campaign, then, was the
space from Milan to Piacenza; and his first
task was to choose tho line by which to ad-
vance to it.

North Italy is divided into threo unequal

portions by the Po and the Apennines. And
as it would be manifestly unwise t) advance
on both sides of ecither of these obstacles,
Napoleon had to determine which of the
threo intervals of space he would cperate
m.
Tho space between the Appennines and
the sea being narrow, was favorable to an
inferior forco; and Napoleon's army was in.
forior in number to the Austrian. The re-
gion was ‘mountainous, and therefore the
French army, strongest in itsinfantry, would
there meot the enemy, whosoe great supe-
riority lay in cavalry and artillery, under the
most favorable conditions, But successes
here must boe slow; the Austrians, when
pushed back, would constantly be reinforced
through the passes of the Apennines; and
in rotiring, they would still cover the siege
of Genoa. If beaten, they would be driven
along their proper line of retreat to the
shelter of their fortresses on the Mincio and
Adige.

In the space between the Aponnines and
the Po three fortresses existad, those of
Turin, Coni, ond Alessandria, each a stumb.
ling block in the way of an advancing army.
This, too, was the centre of the Austrian
line, and a centro of o line can manifestly be
reinforced by the rest more easily than either
extremity. The fortresses would bar the
way to the French long enough to give the
Austrians time to concentrate. By holding
the passes of the Appennines they would
provent the Frenchforce on the Var from
advancing to tho relief of Genoa; and, if
defeated they would still, in falling back,
cover tha siege, omd would, as in the former
case, rotiro on their proper lino of rotréat.

In both these regions, then, the Austrian
army would interpose botween Napoleon
and his object, and, in the second case, with
great advantages for opposing his advanco.
Moreover, it was & part of his plan that his
insuficient numbers should bo recruited by
o detachment sent from Moreau's army on
tho Danube. ‘The road from thence to the
Fronch frontier of Italy was long and diffi-
cult, and the junction of this co-operative
force could not bo hoped forin tumo to be
effective.

In the remaining space between Switzor-
land and the Pe, the Austrians, besides be-
ing far weaker in numbers than at any other
part of their line, were most widely extond
ed; and no fortrosses existed here. This
space, therefore, in which lay the most di
rect road to Milan, offered the most favorable
conditions; and once at Milan, the main
army might bo joined by the corps sent by
Moreau, which, crossing Switzerland, would
descend the St. Gothard Pass to Bellinzona,

But this region was also by far the most
difficult of attainnient of the three, shelter-
ed as it was by the Alps, the rugged passes
of which, though but weakly ed, seem-
ed to forbid the passage of an army. The
other parts of' tho frontier were crossed by
the roads which formed the regular com-
munications between France and Italy, while
in this northern corner the high mountains
covered with perpetual snow, and passable
only by steep and perilous tracks, seemed
an insurmountable barrier., But beyond
this obstacle Napoloon beheld his object
ready for his grasp. Disregarding difficul
ties, he gushed his troops over the Alps, and
was at Milan almost before the Austrians
knew of his presence in Italy. Joined there
by thedetschment of the army of the Rhine,
he guarded the paisages of the Ticino with
half his forces facing westward. and with the
rest crossed the Po and occupied the road
to Piacenza. He was toolate to save Genos,
which had been forced by famine to capitu.
late ; but, on the other hand, the Austrians,
unwilling to abandon the siege when on the
verge of success, delayed the retreat of the
investing force; which, by a more rapid
march, might have held the south bank of
the Po against the French, and secured the
road thers by which to regein Mantua. Thus
the capture of Genoa only secured the de-
feat of the Austrians by depriving them of
their one chance of escape. Cut from their
line, they were forced to fight at Marengo
with their facrs to their proper rear, and
when defeated, nothing remained for them
but to capitulate.

But the selection of a line is not decided
always on military grounds alone. Political
considerations frequently complicate the

roblem. That which isof most importance
18 the effect which the war may have on the
polioy of nations whose territories are be.
tween, or adjacent to, the frontiers of the
belligerents. In the wars of the French Re-
volution, Austrian armies were forced to
hold theline of the Rhine, when good mili.
tary reasons would have dictated a different
courge, because of the effect which would
certainly be produced on the German now-
ers bordering ou the river—Baden, Wur-
temburg, eto., by leaving them uncovered.
In the campaign of Jena, the Prutisian army
would have found the Elbe a secure and
convenient line of defence, but Saxony and
Hesse-Cassel would be thus left unprotected,
whereas Prussis, by covering their territories
with her army, would secure their co-opera-
tion and add their contingents to her nu-
merical force. For that reason sha was in-
ducad to take up a line which was the cause
of all her disasters. At the outset of the

1000 and 1500 and likely to bereinforced be

lzte war with Russis, tho first design of the

Alljes was to ongage their armies in tho de.
fonce of T'urkey, south of tho Danube: and
whon the Turks, single handed, beat off the
invadors, it seemed most natural that all the
Allied forces should combine to carry th
war boyond the Danubo. But in such a case
it becamo of primary importance to conside;
what side Austria would take, because her
position on the flavk of what would then by
the theatro of war gave her the power of
dcoisive astion. Her polioy was a question
for the Allied Governments to consider, and
the result of their deliberations wus to
trausfer their armies to the Crimea.
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In planning his campaign, therefore, it
will beseen that Col. Pexcock was at Cliip
pewa on Fridey night with 400 regularinfay
try and a battery, and that he expected to
be reinforced in tho morning early, at Chip
pawa, by the St, Catharines volunteers, Lt
Col. Currie, the 10th Royals, Major Boxal
and 130 men of the 47th, under Lieut. Cn)
Villiers, in all about 1500 men; at Port Col
berne ho had the Queen’s Own, Lieut.-Col
Dennis, and the 13th Battalion, Lieut -Col
Booker, and the York and Caledonia Rifles,
in all about 850 under command of Lieut.
Col. Booker; and as above stated the infor.
mation was that the enemy were roughly en-
trenching at Frenchman's Creek, and were
marching or likely to march towards Clip-
pawa, and that their force was betireen

fore morning.
Colonel Peacock, although an officer who
had never seen service in the field, is nover
theless o thoroughly educated military man,
having obtained with the highest honorsa
first class certificate in the senior class at
the Mllitary College at Sandburst. {leisa
strict disciplinarian, active, intelligent, and
vigilant, cooi and calculating; and although
& man o undoubted pluck, is nevertheless
too good & soldier torisk the loss of his con-
mand for the sake of winning the doudtful
reputation of bravery by a reckless careless
ness in the management of his men.
Being, as 1itwve said, a thoroughly educat:
ed man, and of decided military talent, ke
at once perceived the difficulty and probs
ble danger of attacking on_two lines of op-
erations. Ho had several plans good and
bad open to him.
1st, He might have marched by the rirer
road to Fort Erie and sent Lieut. Colonel
Booker by the Graud Trunk Railway and
along the river to Frenchman’s Creek, and
have cut off the Fenians and attacked them
in concert. This was the plan afterwards
proposed by Lt. Col. Dennis and acceededio
by Capt. Akers. This ;{}an could only hare
originated in an unmilitary mind, and oz
perfectly unacquainted with the milituy
art. The first great principle of waru
*: always to oppose the mass of your armyl .
Jractions of the enemy ;"' and apother gret
principle, a deduction from the first, B
““always to act upon inlerior lines''—thatis
to say, upon the inner lines, so that yox
army may concentrate upon any one poiot
before the enemy can concentrate there, 0f
course this is but to prevent the applicatis
of the first principle against yourself,
Now in this plan both these principls
would be violated, Colonel Peacock’s fore
and Lieut.-Col. Booker's would be aciicf
upon exterior lines. The Fenians beingbe
tween them, or upon the in.erior lines, ¥
marching towards Chippewa or Part



