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Troubled.

Nobody saw me do it,
Nobody cameo that way,

When I found tho box on the closct shelf
Where the cukes for supper lay.

Noboidy told me not to.
Noboedy knows but myself,
Bot, 0!I wish that cake I took

Was back again on the shelf.

Nobody knows my trouble,
Nobody ever would guess

That a cake could cause a little girl
So much unhappiness.

Noboedy can tell mother
Who took it from the shelf—
But I know, before I go to slcep,
I'll havo to tell her myself !
—Exchange.

Proportionate Offerings, or the Lord's
Income Tax.

From the carliest ages God has been worshipped by offerings
and these offertngs have always been proportionate.  Four hundred
years beforo the guving of tho Mosaie Law, Abraham gave a titho
or ‘‘tenth ' to Meclchiscdck, and two hundred years afterwards
Jacob, in a very remarkable way, (8co Gen. xxvai. 22,) after his
vision at Luz, doveted a **tenth' of all his property to tho
Almighty. There arc also numcrous instances to be found in the
practico of heathen nations, Greeks, Romans, Carthagenians, and
Arabians, of applying teaths derived from property, and from
commercial profits totheservices of thedeity. The Mohammedans
givea **fifth.” TUnader the Mosaic Law tho Israchtes were com-
manded to givoa *‘tenth " to the Levitee for tho aervice of tho
Tenple. Our Saviour planly sanctioned the same law, and it has
never been reperlsd, never abrogated, and pothing has been sub-
stituted for it.

Proportionate giving makes our Heavenly Father a -*partner
in ull our busincas transactions, and God will undoubtedly bleasa
business in which He is rccognized as a partner.

Proportionatc giving vnites religion with husincss, and those
who adopt it as a rule of life, strive to make moro moncy in order
that they may have a larger percentago of income for the Master's
causo.

St. Paul in his Epistlc to the Corinthiana recognizes thismethod
of giving when he says to the Corinthians, ** Upon the first day of
the week let every one of you lay by him in elore as God hatk
prospered kim.* The inferences aro plain.  First regularity *“ upon
the first day of the week,™ and secondly a definite share- **asGod
hath prospered you.”

1t is important to notice that it is not a mere exhortation but
a command and anorder. The Apostle docs not aay  Get ready
and when I como I will preach a sermon on giving, and while you
arc under the influence of the sermon, and while your hearts are
warm with love and aympathy we will tako up a good collection-
but, he says* Upon the first day of the weck let every one of you
lay by him in atore, &3 God hath prospered him, that there be no
gatherings whea T come.” ~

Nothing will be so cunobling to your aecular and businesa life
as proportionate giving. Nothing will moro certainly conduce to
temporal prozperity ; nothing will cnabile us to do more good or to
be more ascful, nothing will give greater help to otbera, nothing
will make uv'more like oar Master, and nothing will better qualiiy
us to render op an account of oar stewardahip with joy in the last
day as this Divino partnership in our daily busincas

Ve must also notice that this order is not addressed to a few
of the fiock, or to the rich members of tho congregation, but to
severyone of yoiu.”  And, also, that the Epistle in which we find
the words i3 not addreesed merely to tho Christians at Corinth,
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but to *“all in overy placo that call upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord.” (Sce 1 Cor. i. 3.)

The question may bo asked how shall I manage to estimato my
income, and what deductions shall 1 make? Now, suppose you
aro working on a salary of §500 a year, you will owo 850 a year to
the Lord. Or, if you reccive §1,000 a year, you will owe $100,
This should be mado not in yoarly payments but by weekly offer.
ings, “upon the first day of tho week.” Observo that God only
asks for ono tenth of the income, or as tho Biblo has it ono tenth
of the increase, and not oae tenth of thoe capital.

In the cases of persons with a small income. they are often
tried by providential expenscs incident to sickness, cte. In such
cases tho expenses should be deducted from the whole income, and
not from the Lord’s portionalone. Forexample, a person having an
income of §1,000 a year, through sickness spends $200 upon meds-
cal expenses, cte. In this caso the Lord's portion will be $50
instead of §100.

It may bo asked, * shall I put down any aid which I mny givo
to the poor againat the Lord'a portion?”  Inthe czro of the Jews
the tenths upon the increase werc given entirely for the ecrvice of
the sanctuary, but ““the poor aro God’s heritage,” and - he that
giveth to the poor lendeth unto the Lord,” a0 that taking into con.
sideration the different considerations undez which ne live it may
bo reasonable to deduct from the Lord's purtion sums gaven for the
relicf of the poor, and for other charitiea. Hut it should nover bo
forgotten that according to Holy Scripture tho sanciuary has a
first claim upon tho tenths.

And if our Churches were supported by theso tenths it s
marvellous how it would relicve the ministry of the sanctuary of
all pocuniary anxicties. Take, for example, what would be called
a ** poor Church,” with a small congregation of 160 indiv.duals,
receiving incomes varying from €8 to 835 a week, and it will he
seen from the following tablo that if they gave a tenth of theis
incomex, (according to what may be considered n fair catimato of
tho weekly salarics of one hundred and sixty persons), 1t would
yield the large sum of $15,132 a year.

Individuals. Weekly salary. Weekly tithe. Total.

20 § 800 §.80 €16

40 10.00 1.00 40

20 15.00 1.50 30

30 20.00 2.00 G0

20 25.00 250 50

20 30.00 3.00 60

10 33.00 450 35
$291.

If tho total weckly sum of §291, 18 multiphed by 52 woeks it
will show the ycarly income of $15,132  Such an incomo would
Mace any Church with a congregation of only 160 individoals in
guch a position that it would be able to cxercise considerablo
influcnce beyond the limited aphicre of 3ts own congregation,

But it may be aaid that tho estimate 18 too high bhecauso the

**tenth™ must of necessity include other charitable works than

the support of the Church. Bat, even in this ease, if wo deduct
one hail of the tenth, an rescrved for tho church, 1t yiclds the
subatantial income of £7,766 a year, which we think will be
exactly what a miall church of the size indicated would roquire
for its yearly support.

As matters now stand, we sco how very much helow the
scriptural standard arc our present mcethods of mving. In
churches whero the cnsclope a3y 8tem is introduced 1t is found that
a weekly pledge of §1 is considered liberal even by perzona who
are in receipt of large incomes, and yet, according to the standard
of Holy Scripture, it only represcnia the proportionate giving of
onc who is in tho receipt of the small salary of $19 a week ¢ Or,
making the deduclion for otber chanitable purporea which wo have
indicated, and leaving only a twentieth fur the setsico of out
sanctuary, a weekly pledge of §1 would only indicate the posses
sion of the moderate income of §20 a week, T. 1. H., in the
Church Work.
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