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Troubled.
Nobody saw nme do it,

Nobody causa that way,
When I feund the box on the closet ahieif

%Vberc the caikes for suppcr lay.

Noboziy taid mc nlOt to.
Nobody knows but myscîf,

lin>,O! I wish that cako itook
Was back aiguisa an the shelf.

Nobody knoe rny trouble.
Nobody ever would guesn

Tlit a cake could cause a littie girl
So miuch unaliappincess.

Nobody can tell mother
Whoe too, it f romn the shelf-

But 1 knott, before I go to alccp.
F'il have ta tell hier mysîf ! -xhne

Proportionate Offerings, or the Lord's
Iricorne Tax.

From thc carliest agcs t.od liaus becu ¶vorthippcd by efferings
and tlieze offeriage have always been proporionlc. Four hundrcd
ycara before h it ng of the ilosaic Law'. Abrahîam gave a titho
or Iltenth " to Mecihsedek, and two hîindred yeiurs afterivarcis
Jacob, in a vers remarkablc way, tsco Gcn. xx-. &.a. .!2j ai ter hie
vision aI. Luz; devotcd a -tenth" c'f ail lits property te tic
Almighty. Thcre arc aiso massacrons instances to bc found in Uhe
practice o! herathens nations, G(rceks, Romans, Carihiagenians, and
Arnbians, of appiyjng tentis dcrivcd frorn property. and frorn
commercial profits te thc sevices of thc deaty. The. Mohammedans
give a Ilfiith.- 'Cadcr the 'satc Law thia Isaelites u'erc coin-
rnanded te give a 'tcnth -to the Lcvitee for Uhe service of tho
Tcrnpic. Ouar Saviour plainly sanctiontid the ane law, nd A ha
never becn r ept..alt%, neutc abrogatcd, and nothang hua been entb.
at.tcdei for iL

l'roportionatc giving niakcs aur Hecavenl> Fater a -partiter
in sali aut busincss transactions, and Ced vill undoubtcdly blesi a
business in wltich lic iîs rccognizeil as a pantner.

lProportionatc giving onites religion 'with business, nad those
who adopt it as a riaio life, strive tas malte more rnoncy in ordcr
that thcy rnay have a iargcr percentageocf incarna for thc MIaster's
Callso.

St. Paul in hie Eliistie ta the Corinthians recognizes this mcthod
of giving when ho Liaya to tic Curinthians. IlUpon lte finaL day of
the weck let orcry onc of Sou lay by lms in store as Ged Iialh
troit<r<d him" The izîferences arc plain. Final. regiilarity Ilupen
the lirat day of thc wcch( aLnd seccendly a definite ahane. "as God
baths pîospered yen."

It is important te notice that it in nota ancore exhortation but
a comarnnd and an ordcn. Thte Apostie dm>tant aay Get read%
and when 1 corne 1 will prcach a sermon on giving, aud v. hile yoit
arc unden the influence cf thc sermon, and whilc yoiir hecarts arc
trarrn with love ana yrpatlay wo %wiil laite up a good collection-
but, hc sanys * pon the finri day of the vrecit t rery one! oyou
lay by biais in more,~ sais Goa hath prospced biam, thai. therc b. no
gatherings wlshen 1 carne." '

Nothing will bc se cnnoblinrg ta Sonr gcnian and bunsinessa li1e
as proportionate giving. Nothing will more ccertaiuly couduces ta
temporal proipcritý . nothing will enalîle us ta do noe good ar ta
bc more usclul, niotbinj& lxill give qreater beci, ta othacra, nothing
will mak-e tti more, lik. our Master, and nothing will botter quality
us te render op an accolant o! aur atcwardship wath joy in tha lait,
<iay a; titis Divine partnersbip iu on daiiy business.

We must as notice that ia onder ;% net addressedl te a feu'
of the flocln, or te thte racla mmbcrs a! tbe conagregation, but 1.
Ilevemycu of Sou." And, am, that the Epistia iu whieh wo fiud
the wonds in net arldrecalei rnerely ta the Chriatians ait Caninth,

hat te «'all ie ovcry place tVaut cal lapon t.hc nuire cf JIcsti Christ
uun Lord." (Sec 1 Cor. i. 3.)

Tho question anay be askcd how asaîl 1 mranage te estiate sy
income, and wliat deductieus elittll 1 makeo? Now, suppose yeti
anc workisag on a salany cf $5W0 a ycan, yen lmiii owc $50 a ycar te
tho Lord. Or, if you neecive S1,000 a ycar, you %ilul cive $100.
This ahould be made net in yearly paysiaîiens but by mvcckly offer.
luge, Iupots the finsI. day of the wcck." Observa that God ouly
asits for ona tentb of tlîc iuconte, or as the Bible lias it oe e onth
cf the inerrasse, and ualt aue toiith of the capital.

In tlae cases of persoa with a simaîl incemao. tlîcy are often
tricil by providentiai oxpelisca incident te aickncss, etc. lis 8ucb
cases tha expenses should bc deductedl fronat tîe uwlioc inconia, aud
not frntm the Lond'a portionalenae. Forexample, alpersan haaviiig an
incerneocf 5 1,000 a year. throisgh siclîncéis spendu $I200 sapisn mci.
cal expeosos, etc. lis tbis casa Uic L.ords. portion will bc $80
instcad cf $100.

It xnay bc askcd. Ilshaîl I put down any aitl %bieh 1 may give
te the pour against the Lord'a portioîn! In t caxa o! Uic .lcws
thec tentha uapon tue increase wverc given csàtircl> for the ecrvicc ef
the~ aanctuary, but Ilthe peor arc (cd*a licritagc,** anîd -lic giat
givctb te thecpoorieaeth sute, the Lourtl,* a.> that. taking ii,10 con.
sid cration the différent considecrations îîîidesr ivlîi tel nc lave il. tîifty
ba roasonable ta d0durt from the Lerd's purtion sursi givran for the
relief of the puer, %at for othen charities. Btut it aioilz naver cn
fergetten that arcording te Ilely Scripture the sanctitary lias a
firstcdaims tapon tho tentha.

And if aur Chuneha wcnc supportett b> tlis tcndius it sa
mnarveilous bew it would relier.th Uiic aîar) <> the sasmLtuary of
aIllipeuniany anxictica. Take, for example. ultat %%ould Le called
a Il poor Church," %titis a amuit cangregation of ]160 iiiîla..disatl,
recriing incarnes varying fruit E8 tÀo M8 a nreei, and it %%uil lie
cren frorn the following table tiat if tlîey gave a tcnth of tlacir
incoane, <accerdinc te wiîat nmay ba considcretl a fair cAtimate o!
Uic weekiy saaies o! ane hunadrci anti aixty pcnsoa). it ireîild
yield the large mum e! '51:1132 a year.
Individuals. Weekly ainny. Wcckly titae. Total.

20 $ 8.0)0 $.ffl $1<
40 10.00 1.0o) 41>
&)0 15.00 1.50 130
<M 20.00 2.00 60

2)25.0n *.50 50
20 3.0<13.0060

10 35s.00 1.50 11

$291.
If tha total mvocidy sum of S29). sa rultipicd by .52 v.coka iL

will show tha yenl,> incarne ai 615,132. Such an uncoae mrauld
pla.ce any Churchwith acougregationo o! nly 100 inclividoals in
eucb a position thaI. it %veuid bc able ta exorcise conbiderablo
influence beyond the larnitei spiac o! sa s atm cangregatiou.

But it may bc sic that the estinhate in tee bigla liecauso the
tenth " muaet of nccessaty incindco aller charitable wonis than

the support of the Chirch. But, eren an this case, il wo deduet
lisne liait of tbc tentb, as rcscrvetl for te chunch, it yacldu tie
substantiai incarne aof,6 a ycar, which wc thînit aill lie
exactit mitat, a stiall chunch of the aize inclicatccd would reituire
for its yeariy support.

,Ns matters naw stand, we sec heu' very mnuai hohe i
scriptural standard arc out preberit moctx at giving. In
churchea mehenos the cucelopo s>acz Sien santztluçîed ai ils foun tai hs
a wcely plcdge af SI in cansiderc-a libenal emecri i.y perms n lse
are in receapt cf large incarnes, and ye:, according te îbct standard
af Iloiy Scripturo it only represeeta the praportienate zgiving of!
anc wbc in in thc reccipI. e! the iai pâlar>- af $19 a wer.: 'Or.
tm&king te deduction fer atber charitable 1surpselb mhch mec have
iudicated, aud ie naly a imeenUti fut te sai:îce e! ot
sanctoany, a wcehly pledge af $1 would or.ly inalicais the passe
sien ai te moderato incarne ai $20 a irceit T. 1<. Il.. in tic
Chur. h 1Vork.


