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bring upon Abraham that whieli ho bath spoken of him." M cover se great
was the estecm manifestcd by God for the family tic, that 'when at a subse-
quent period a proselyte was made to the faith of Abraham by the bond of a
lieathen fainily, hoe brouglit in bis chiîdren with himn and placcd the seal of
the covonant on every male among theni. Not, bc it remeaibered, as the sign
and scal of temporal benefits merely, but to designate church relation and
church privilege. Under the Christian dispensation, when the cerenionial
services of the former days were annulled, we find a distinct announceument
that in the spiritual kingdom about to be set up by Christ, the fam?àly would
firid a place and littie ehildren be included. "4Suifer the littie children te
corne unto me and forbid them, fot : for of sucli is the kingdom of heaven,>
werc the words of Christ.

The gracious influences of the lioly Spirit promised long, and Iargely
realized on the day of Pentecost, were not to corne on believing parents and
exelude their little ones ; no, the word man-"1 The promise is te, you and
to your children." That promise is made good to the children, thougli but
one of the parents belong to the Saviour. "lThe unbelieving husbaad is
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wit'e is sanctified by the busband,
else were your bildren unclean, but now are they holy," that is, fit subjeets
for c~ovenant blessings, te, be brouglit up ÜL the kingdom of Christ, "lin the
nurture and admonition of the Lord"-in the faith of the gospel, as beirs of
that salvation which is biy faith.

la keeping with this idea, when the Apostie addrcssed the à e-nts at
Ephesus and at Colosse, special injuactions are laid on the children as being
among tbem. ilChildren obey your parents." ý

IVe do net infer from this that children are necessarily saved with their
parents, for some of theni live and die in unhelief. "lBut wbat if some do
n3ot believe, shall their unhelief miake the faith of 'God without effeet ?" Our
infbrence is that if children are ineluded in the covenant, then their salvation
sbould be looked for. They should bo 'trained up, not as outsiders, te, be
brought in by and by, at somne titue whea God in his sovereignty shall move
on them, but as those already heirs by birth to spiritual influences, to ho
secured bowever in the use of the appoiated means whieh every Christian
parent should feel himself bound te, eniploy. .Every Christian family should.
be, as it were, a chureli in miniature. Every child should be baptized, then
early instructcd in the faith of the gospel, and trained up te tbe observance
of every Christian duty, in full confidence that the promise of God will be
realized-tbat, the Spirit of God wilI seal home every precept, take of the
things of Christ and reveal theni tu the young immortal, renewing his heart
froni day to day.

Family religion is the basis of family worship; the latter without the
former mnust be formaI, if net; unprofitable. Let the bead of every family
bring his chlidren with bira daily te, the footstool ef miercy, as set apart to
bini not as "lunclean but holy," having the siga and seal of God's covenant
upon theni. Lot hini plead with theni and for them, as expectants of mercy
and grace, with their faces turned Zionwards, in covenant relations fulfilling
the conditions of the covenant on their part, and realizing the fulfilment of
the promise on God's part. We say realizing, for when the parent is faithful,
wise and eonfidiûg,- God does not keep baek the blessing, but begins at once
to cooperate with believing parent's efforts.

Family religion grows out ef the family covenant, and famiily prayer is a
graceful expression of domestie religion. WVe can scarcely expect faînily
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