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<Read icth December. i8S)S, in discussion on Mr. Blue's paper.)

V/lien 1 firs't received instructions fromn the Director of tise Bureau of Mises
to isake an examination of thc occurrence or corundtsm in the townviship of Cariw.
reporte(] by Mr. \V. F. Ferrier. of thec Geological Stsrvcy,">) 1 was isot very entisusi-
astic over thc prospect, especiall3' as I wvas expected to seareli for other outcrops
of the minerai. The district is situated rather near at hand to thc chief cities and
01<1er settied parts of the Province, and, issoreover, it occurs in a region wvhichi lias
attracted considerabie attention froin prospectors and miners during the last 35
or 40 years. It thus appearcd to me that there couici not b-> ver% muci of tise
iiiaterial iii place is tise district or sortie one %votuld have noticed its existence
3ears before. H-oivever, as nsy instructions au.thorizcd me to make notes on anly
otiser econlonie minerais wliich nsiighît be inet isih iii tise fieid, 1 tlîoughit that if
1 could flot find more cortsîsduin I couid at ieast get enough miaterial for a report
and spend îssy time to advantage in directing attention to some of tise other
asumerous ore bodies Nwhich are to be found in Eastern Ontario.

For the first week aftei enterisîg 'tie field the outlook for the discovery of
otiser occurrences of tise minerai was not very promising. The district is a rather
rougs one. ansd tlié rocks arc covered to a considerabie extent by soul and tumber.
and the part of tise field in which ive first started to work Isappens to be eut througi
by two large river clianîseis. Having once obtained the key to the mode of distri-
bution of tise deposits it vvas chiefly theis oniy a matter of time and work to find
otier deposits. Drift deposits assisted us inucli in prospecting. In eves-y case, I
tiink. where we foîînd boisiders of rock carrying corunduni we fotind the nsinerai
iii place a f ew miles to tise northward in the direction from wvhich the glaciers lsad
coine. V/e also soon becanse faniiiar with tise different varieties of the rock whicls
belonged to ihe sainie msagma as tise corundsssn-bearing varietv. and knew hsow
these differens varieties slsaded off isîto one another aîsd into the corundumn-bear-
iisg variety. V/e couid generaiiy telliv-lhcn ie wvere approacising the latter variety
froni tise chai-acter of tise other rocks. We aiso, of course. made use of the strike
anîd other clsaracteristics; of tisese rocks.

Tie work onl wviich we were engaged differed materiaily irons ordinary gco-
logicai field work. Is the latter case one does not need to e2xansine every lsundred
acres, nor in most cascs every square mile or so. A fair osstiine of tise geoilgy
of a district cati genlerally ie giveis by followiîsg tise roads or canoe routes.

In tise part of the field iii wisich ive workzed ils 1897 the outcrops of corundsns
rock occtsr ils isoiated areas. Ths msade our work more difficuit. as. being engaged
isi examining landis of ivhicls tîse minerai right ini most cases belonged to the Gov-
erîsmeilt. we wvere anxîous that no good deposits; slsouid escape us. It was as
important for tise Government to know wviere tisese deposits. were sitsîated, as it
vwould have laeen for aîsy private company whiich nsight have controiied tise lands.
A rather foresighted policy *had been inaugurated in connection i ti tise cortsndsim

(i) Suîn:nary Report Geological Smtrv., Cati , 896, page riG.


