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THE MUTUAL LIFE OF NEW YORK.

The human giaut usually ceases to grow after get-
ting along in the twenties somewhere, but the giant
life assurasice company, kuown as fhe Mutual Life,
although nearly a half century old, keeps growing
larger aud larger as it grows older. Its forty-cighth
annual statement for 18go, found on aunother page,
is as usual a record of gains in all items of impor-
tance, the gain in new assurance issued being very
large—$72.2706,931.
bringing the total up to S147.154.961, the largest
amount of funds held by any purely life assurance
company in the world.  The amount of assurance in
force runs into big fizures, expressed by $638,220,505,
on which the reserve by the actuaries’ § per cent.
awounts to $136.668.368. After providing for this
reserve and all other liabilities whatsoever, the com-
pany has left a surplus of $9.981,233. a gain over that
of the previous year of ‘This is compara-
tively a small fucrease, but when it is considered that
the decline in the value of securities caused by the Iate
financial disturbance has affected, for the time being,
the assets of all the campanics, more or less, we are
not swrised at the small gain reported, but rather
that thereshould have Leenany gain at all. The result
shows exceptionally able financiering.  The following
comparisons for the several years named will indicate
the company’s progress :—

$323.955.

Year. New Assarance.  Asearan-ein furce. Total Asetc. Tkl <urplae,
IS8 $39.681,920  [350399.085  F10386178  $1.743371
1NNy Jh.307.137 30881938 10800807 8.02,6%1
1886 56532,719 393,509,203 114,151,963 5.643,565
1887 09.457 305 327,625.933 115,500,532 6,294,432
1558 103,214.20t 482.125.153 1206,082,15} 794,003
1559 151,002,383 565949931 136,301,335 9,657,245
1590 160,985,956 639,236,505 137,155,901 9:951,233

These figures tell their own story, and a very inter-
esting one it is, the amounts reported being always in
the ascending scale.  The distribution of benefits has
kept pace with the company'’s accumulation of mouney
and of Lusiness until more than two hundred willion
dollars have been returned to its policyholders or their
representatives, of which more than a hundred million
has been for death claims alone.  The future possibi-
litics of this great institution as a potent factor in the
cconomics of socicty and as a conservator of the family
may be conjectured from its past.

THE MERCANTILE FIRE INSURANCE CO.

Theclaim of the directors, in the anami statemant
printed on anothier page, that the year 1890 has been
onc of the most successful since its organization, scems
to be justified by the detailed report of the Mercantile
Fire. The total reccipts for the year were St07,012, of
which amount $102,993 was from premiums, and the
total expenditures were S109,924. leaving a fair margin
of cxcess on the right side.  The total losses paid
amounted to $36,116 (82,002 of which were for 1889),
being less than 335 per cent. of the preminms—a very
moderateratio. The gross assets are given at 129,983,
as against §100,476 the previous year, while the liabili-
tics, inclyding paid-up capital, were §93,465, leaving a

‘The assets increased $10.753.033. -

net surplus of $36.518.  During the year, inaccordance
with the action of the board at its previcus annual
meeting, a call of ten per cent., or $40,000, Was made
on the capital stock, of which §39.675 was paid, and
which increases the cash resources of the company
considerably.  This we regard as a wise move,
cnabling. as it does, the company to make the required
Government deposit at Ottawa, and entitling it to the
authority of the insurance departmient to do a general
brsiness thronghout the Dominion, thus removing a
disadvantage under which its managers have Jabored
heretofore.  We notice that after making the usual
ten per cent. dividend. the Mercantile had left from
interest receipts almost an equal amount. It is pur-
haps worthy of note in thisconnection that during the
fiftcen vears past the excess of interest receipts over
all dividends has been over $20,000, and the excess of
preminms over losses pail S323,105—the total pre-
miums being $965.627 and the lossss $535.984, or
about 35 per cent. The company is managed by
experienced and careful men, and on it> board of dir-
cctors are to be found gentlemen couspicuous for
honesty and ability in the connnunities in which they
live. With enlarged opportunities the compuny will
doubtless move forward to larger success.

THE BACILLUS INDOLENTIA.

The following clever hit at lazy agents, under the
style of the somewhat strained inquiries of the medical
science of the period, is from the skillful pen of Mr.
Thos. S. Chard of Chicago, the Eastern manager of the
Firemen's Fuud of California, aud published in the
Goliden Gule, his company’s paper i—

Medical science is pushing inquiry in directions
fruitful of guod. Prof. Koch's discovery of the bacillus

' tuberculosis  (the minute organism producing  the

discase consumption) has led him to devise a remedy
based upon accurate pathological kunowledge, and itis
hoped that incipient consumption may now be cured—
thanks to It"s skill.

\While 1ot as fatal to lifeas is the tubercule bacillus,
the bacillus indolentia is a dangerous cnemy. The writer
hereof had  long conjectured the existence of such a
parasite, and at last has 113\(1 the honor of discovering
and designating it. As heisa F. F. M., and memberof
‘arious socictics for the dissemination of knowledge,
e addressed the great German professor on the subject,
and hiere submits extracts from the correspondence :—

Follawing the lives pursticd by you with such distingmishiod
success, 1 liave heen investiggating 2 pathological conditioa, of
which the follmwsingg are symploms s Drowsiness, Iaggting fox-
steps, irritation when urgad to exertion, and in jencral want of
ey and vitality whicli should characterize aticn in theactive
punsuitsof life. Asyouarcawarc, dear professor, the foew moments
that I donot give fo bacteriology arc devoted to the interests of
a California fire insurance company.  AMong its many agents
there are a fow of the diathesis I have hercin describold.  Thee
stricken oties attribute their cundition to cvery canse hut the
real ame.  Either * the company i$too conscrvative, ™ or  tines
arc hiand,** or **other _ageuts steal husiness,” cte. Witht
wearying you with details, Ty sy that Thave ascertained the
catse of this functioual disturhance to be an onganisin whick 1
have ventured to designate the BACILLUS INDOLENTIA, The
bacilli appear sometinics shaped like an casy chair or likea
springe lm‘,as will e scen by neference to our diagrams. i
with these details you cau devise 2 remadial lymph you wil
confer a boot alike upon victitus and managers.

In due course of mail the great scientist replied as




