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ANONYMOUS CIRCULA'RS.

It lias long beca a blot on the flair naine of ozîr lice
assurance conipanies, that certaina practices, have been
allowed to spriîîg up ia contiectioti with the agency
systeni wvhichi wvoald not bc perinitted in ollier Unes
of business. Mre admnit withi pleasiare tlat the vast
înajority of the officers anci agents are nion of the
highiest cliaracter, but ulnfortillately there is a siinall
mninority of unscrupulous persotîs associated wvitli tIic:
companies, and the repitation and actionsvf these few
are such as to cast a slighit -lbade ofdoubt on even their
hionorablenaeiglibors. l)uring thiepast fifteen or tweiity
years thie tone of the business lias steadily imiproved,
but thiere stili renaains lnucha to bie donce. One of the
abuses wvhicha requires to be relentlessly staniped ont is
the issue, under any circunast-ilces, of ationinous
Cicampagma literature." Wlhat, for instance, would be
thouglat of ary bank officer wlio wculd condescenu to
such tactics;wxn conapeting wvith alnother banikiig
institution ? And are life assurance managers willing Io
take a loiver stand on such a question than other busi-
ness mnen ? Or are life assurance cornpaffies less sensitive
to public opinion and public criticisin thian tlae batiks?
If a w.riter bas not sufficient nianliliess and sufficient
confidence lu the truta of his own statenietîts to be
willing to subscrlhe lais naine, tîjat fact iii itself shoulci
condemn any circular. Wlaat faitla or importance cati
be attached to, the assertions or insinuations of a mtan
who is ashamed of lis owvn production ? Under such
a system the good iianae of no coipaîiy aîad of 110
officer is safe, for no il atter now false the assertions
may bie, thiey will be believed by sonie whlio kaiow 110
better. The faaicied sccurity of aîioîaynaotisttes-s is ia-
deed a direct tenîptation to uiascrupullous meîî to entirely
disregard truth, iii wvhat they say. The antagers owec
it to themselves, to their own coipanies, aîîd to tlacir
neighbors, to use thecir atniost efforts to suppress sucla
dishonorable tactics. If to-day it is the turni of a coin-
petitor to suffer, to-niorrow il inny be tlîeir owii.

Our thoughts have heet againi drawn to this sublject
by circuanstances whlich have recaitly conle to our
knjowledge. For sone time, circulars unîiairaniff untruc,
reflectilig on a Canadiati life coiiipaîîy, ]lave becen freeh-
circulated amnoag rival agents by sotine person uiikaiowii.
Efforts have beeti tnade to discover the guilty party, but
althoughi strong suspicionîs have bSet eîîertaitned as to
the authorship, 110 evidetîce of a sufficietly positive
nature lias yet been obtaitied to warraa lit e coîîipaîiy
ita takiîtg active proceedings for lte punishieîit of thte
culprit At thais juiicture another gentletmantaloc
liiaself to bc overpcrsu.-dcld by o11e of lais agentts iinto
rcpriinting some or tuecircuilars iii que.stioti. Axad icre
the ludicrous side of the story appears. The printer,
good man, in tIno inntocence of his.,heart, supposed tat
these circulars niust bc iîiteîided for the 0n13' coinpaîîy
%vlose nanie.appe.tred o1 ten, and prontiptly delivered
5000 copies nt tlîe office of the Comipany vhich wab
being maligtied! The tîtatter wvas of course itivestigatcd
aI once It w~as found tîtat tlîis second party was itno
way responsible for the original issue of the libel, anid
lad erred tlarough thioughitlessness, auîd lte affair was

satisfactorily cxplained. M.Neaiiwiiile, the 5000 circuhars
just printed are iti a place wiere they are alo likely to
do anluch larna.

THE RIGHET TO A NAME.
Trlie action brouglat by tîte Satîn Lifé Assuratnce

Society, of Londlon, Etiglaîtd, to restrait Ille Siat11 ,ire
Assurance Cotmpaniy of Canada frotta doitîg businecss iii
Euîglaîîd utîder tliat title. liasjaîst been decided by tlae
Court of Chancery ita favor of the Caîtadiani inistitution.
Thtis decision is onî;, whiat evervpersoii lacre expected,
atad is ita accordaxace with coîtition seaise atîd justice.
'lte action of tlie Eliglisli coinpatay is itnexplicable.
Tiacre are at presetseveral life coîtapataies withi ahiost
the satîl taiiîes. doiîîg business iii Gre.at Britaita, as.
for instance, lthe Equitable Lueé Astiranice Society (of
Lonadont) anad te Equitable Life Assuratnce Society of
tiae Unted States ; tîte Muttial Lueé Assuranice Society
(of 'Lonîdotn) attd tîte Mutuaal Life Itîsiratîce Cotin-
paîîy of Neiw Y ork ; and the -National Life of Londona
aîîd the National of Irelaîîd. lIa Canada wte have te
Piemaix Fire of Brooklynt, the Phoietix, rire of Lonadont
aîtd tîte Pliaeîîix Fire of Hartford , te Merciatats Batik
of Caliada aîad the 'Merchants Batik, of Halifax ; anîd so
oit. Ilistainces oftlii5liad could be iaaailtiphlicd adnaiz
mtain. To claina tîtat the Etigiih couîîpalîy lias att
exclusive riglat to tiae great lttaîitary is absurd. Are
thtey afraid of being cclipsed, by îlieir tratîsatlatîtie
competitior, as lias already happetied to, tîte Etiglisi
Equitable aiid Eitglish M\utual? .

A OLERGYMAN ON CIVIC APPAIRS.

XVlaota clergymn aiid chiurclaes pay tîteir date shtare
of civie taxes, tltey htave a clear riglit to criticize civie

anîageamentt. Tie Rev. Dr. Tioîias iof Taraitt,wlio!.-!
claurcla lias clainied tlae riglit ta pay taxes likc otîter
propcrty owîiers, lias hecii giviîîg lais views 0o1 iiinîta-
cipal affairs. He -ciid: «' The City Coutticil is divided
inito tlire clisses, %vith a few excepîiois-,-îIit ltopeless-
ly iicoîiipeteîit, lte suspiciouslv iiaipecuaîtiolis, the
iiicorrigihly visiotiary. The wav iii whii publie
iinoney is mîadie ta disappear is certaiaiiy alanniitg. Att
iiacotiipeteaat officiaI at tlae licad of a mnticipal depari-
mtent aaaay work, as luncha iîjury as atiy iipritîcipled
scoutidrel iii a hie placeof resplonlsilility. Ilhave contie
ta tle coticlusiot it tlic %vliole systetia of aitatticipal
goven-iîuiîett is wroîig. Secret socicties, rinig rule, aîîd
ecclesiasticisi rile miutticipal polities. Tlae systeai in
vogute wvoailc nuin ally buîsiness; corporation." Dr.
Tlaoias favors 1' te appoitiietit of ihirce commnis-
sioxacîs, or te reductioti of atderaaialiic represcîiîatiat
ho six itl. givittg cchaexecutive fuîaictiotis.' Uc also
conisiders p.ymetit of the mayor aaîd aiderniie desir-
able.

Arson seems prevalent iii France, jîadgùîg by3 tîze
table giveaiiin tlae Argus, of Pari%, tic averagc or last
fave years being 192. Our contcmnorary dot-s tiot cill
uas vlactler thais is the taumber of cases tried, aîîd, if so,
wliat wvas the nunaber of convictions or nacre cases of
suspicion. In givirîg statistics anty jouritals assumne
thaat readers know ail -abolit details thtat are uuccessary
10 undershand tlaem.


