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L1FE OF RICHARD BAXTER.

Ricuarp BaxTer, an eminent divine, was
born at Rawton, i Shroveshire, November 12
1615. He weas not fortupate in hus opportunities
of literary ninprovement, and his first teachers
were neither men of great learning nor o° gond
morals. He made verv considerable atainments,
however, under Mr Ouen, master of the free
school at Wioxeter,who taught him the elements
of grammar. In 1633 he was persuaded to seek
. employment ut court; but bewng soon disgusted
with that mode of life, and having a stiong pre-
delection for the clorical office, he returned
bome, afier little more than a month’s absence,
and resumned his former studies with redoubled
i vigour. Inthe meau time he was appointed

master of the free school at Dudly; but his bodily
y bealth became 80 infirm, that from the 21st to the
+ 23 year of lus age, he lived 1 the constant ex-
: pectation of death, and was co deeply imipresaed
2 with a sense of the importance of ieligion, that
vhe became stll more anxious to employ his re-
-maining strength in recommending 1t 1o hig
. fellow creatures, In 1638 he commenced his
, public minietry, and during the course of a long
¢ and Iaborious hfe, in troublous times he continu-
ed stedfast. He suffered persccution imprison-
nient, and loss! but nathing could deter him
from discharging his nunistenal duties, when
proper opportumities were presented; and even
when contined to his chamber by mcreasing in-
firmities, he coutinued to expound the scrip-
ures 1o all who chuse to assemble at his sea-
ons of fanuly devotion. He dicd at the oge of
F6 years on the 8th day of December 1691,
3, The person of Mr Baxter was tall, slender,
vand stooping; lus countenance grave and com
!ppsed, somewhat inclining to a swile; his eye
+ piercing, his speech articulate, and is depor;-
ment plain.  His constitution was weak and
“sickly through the whole of.hia life; yet, hy the
~ united influence of temperance and industry, he
‘wasable to undergo a most extraordinary de-
gree of labour, both in writing and in preach-
g, 8 expressed himself in conversation
“with great propriety and case; was remarkable
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{or his intrepidity and composure on all occa-
sions; and hence it was very strongly remark:
¢d of him, hy a’learncd nponent, that ¢ o could
say what ho would, and could prove what he
said.”  Both in his political and theolngical cha
racter, he was always fricndly to concilintory
meaeures; hence he has been reviled by fhe
violent, but respected by the temperats of all
parties. Elis eentiments of moderation, how-
ever. were not the result of a feeble or fearful
mind; aird, while he was anxinus to reconcile,
he was not afraid to resist. He lnboured to)
promote universal charity and peace,at a period!
ahen it was accounted a crime not to be fierce
in suppnrt of some sect or other; but, at the
same time, as was sard of him by Mr. Boyle,
‘he feared no man’s displeasure, nor hoped for
preferment,” As a complete refutation ~f the
calumnious charges brought sgainst him, it 1s
sufficient to meutioe the many emineat charac-
ters, both 1n church and state, whose patron
uge he enjoyedto the lust; ruch as the Earl af
Lauderdule, the Earl of Balcarras, Chief Justice
Mathew Hales, Aldermran Ashurst, Sir John
Maynard, Sir James Langhom, Sir Edward
Harley, Archbishop Tillotson, &e. He way' in
short, u man of the greatest zeal in rehgion
without any tendency to faction or fanaticism;
snd possessed the greatest smplicity of man
ners, with the utmost firmness of mind and unt-
foranty of charactes.

‘With respect to the literary sttamnments of
Baxter, he says of himself, that, except the La
un, Greek, and a shybt acquamntance with the
Hebiew he had no great skill in langunges
He was more desirous to have the knowledge
ofthings than of words, and he poussessed a
great share of solid learning.  His works were
50 very voluminous, that it 1s not yet arcertain-
ed what were ths precise nuniber of his wnit-
inge; but he is known to have composed more
than 145 distinct trestises; of which four were
tolins’ T3 quartos, 19 12mos snd 24mos, besides
single sheets’ seperate sermons, and a variety ol
prefuces tothe publications of authors. The
most useful of b productions are’ his Catholic
Theolegy; his Reformed Pastor; lns Call to the
unconrerled; of winch 20,600 copies were suld
noue yeer; which was transiated :nto most o
the European languages; and of which Dr.
Watts has said, that he would rather be the
author than of Bilion’s Paradise L si; his Chris
tian Directory, or Body o7 Practical Dizinity;
Evcrlasting Rest; Dying thoughts; Poor iun's
Family Book; Paraphrase on the New Testa
ment; Converse with God m Solitude; and Nar-
sulive of his own Life and Times.

The works of Baxter, are highly commend
ed by the most competent and unprejudiced
judges. ‘' He cultivated every subicct,’ says
bishop Wilking, ¢that ho handled.” * His prac-
iical writings were nover mended,’ says Dr.
Barsow, ‘and his ccmroversial ones seidom re-
futed.” ¢ carnot buv commend,’ says Bishap
Gaudens, - the learning, candour, and irgenur-
ty of Mr. Baxter.” ¢l cannut forbear louking
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upon him,’ says Dr Doddridge, ¢as one of the
greatest orators, both with regurd io eopious-
nesg, aculeness, and cnergy’ that our nation
hath produced.” ¢ as un useful writer, as well as
a successful controversialist,” says Dr. Adam
Clarke, - Mr. Buxter has deservedly ranked in
the highest order of devines of tho | 7th centu-
ry. s works have done more to improve the
understanding and mend the heasts of his coun-
trymen than those of any other wnter of his
age. While the Enghsh languaga remains,
and scriptural Christianity ard piety to God
ave regarded, h's works will not cease to bs
tead and prized by the wise and pious of every
denomination * And, when Mr. Boswell inquired
of Dr. Johnson’ which of Baxter’s works he
should peruse, ¢ rend any of them,’ was the re-
ply; ¢ they are all gond.?

NATURAL HISTORY.

THE LION.

Though man ran endure both heat and cold,
and his constitution in genoral is not materially
aflfected by the chie, yet all inferior animals in
the creation derive heslth and vigoue from thes
naive air. The rein deer thrives but in fields
of ice; and'the Lion degenerates when removed
from beneath the hine. ~ [ost animals are fourd
larger, fictcer, and stronger, in a warm than
a cold und temperate climate; they are likewss
allowed to be more enterprising and cou-
rageonus as their dispositions reem to partake of
the ardour of the sl The Lion produced vn-
der the burning sun of Africs is of all crealures
the most ternble and the most undaunted; those,
hov ever, that are Lred in morve temperate coun-
tnies, or near the top of cold and lofty mountains,
are far less Jangerous than those which are bred
mn the valley Leneath The Lioss of mouut
Altlas, the tops of which are cavered with eternel
snous, have neuther the strength nor the ferocity
of those which are natives of Bildulgetid ot
Zyuara, where the plains are covered with burning
sunds.

Fierce and formidable as this animal appears,
he seems sastinctively to diead the attacks of
man; in those countries where he is frequently
opposed, h's ferocuy and courage gradually de-
crepse.  The usual munner i which the Ne.
aroes and Hottentots meke war with this animnl,
'8, first, 10 find out the place of is concealmens,
when four combatants with iron headed spears,
prevoke the creuture (o commence a fight, in
which thewr number mukes them prove victorn-
ous @ but ia the burning sands that he between
Mauritanis and Negroland, ond m the vmnha.
hited countries to the north of Cafraria, where
man has takien his abode, the Lion’s strenth 1s
found more fierce, and fus propensilies more
keenly cruel.

This alieration in the animal’s disposition
proves at ance thut it 13 eapablo nf Being tumed,
and, in fact, nothing is mare common thau fer
the keepers of wild beasts to amuse (hemselves
by playing with the Lion, and vven to chastian

him without a fault : yet the creature-boara it aj)



