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of ignorance of what they might accomplish
were they earnestly to make a united and
persevering effort. Taking our people, in
their average circumatances, and what would
you’ think, of the amount of self-denial re.
quired for an effort that would tax individu.
als only half-a-dollar a-year? Less than that
catd not deserve the name of an effort, and
vet you hear the large sum it would realize,
I am far from supposing that to be the ntmost
we could do. I entertsin no doubt hut a
much larger amount could be secured were o
proper system established, and right measuves
adopted for carrying such a system into ef-
tect,

‘Duncan.-—We have had our dark and
dreary days, and we have all been too cold in
the cause of Christ. I trust a better day is
about to dawn upon us. We have much reason
10 grieve for thepast, Alas! what might we
not have done had we felt and acted with the
sune zeal and spirit in the cause of our bless-
ell Lord, that we uniformly displayed when
matters of a political nature claimed our at-
tention. I remember, with szame, the man-
ner in which I treated you when you first
called on e for my contribution of half-a-
dollur for tiie Lay Association. Ispoke a¥ if
1 had reason to ‘suspect that you had some
selfish end in view. I'thank God that I now
view these things differently. ‘The conversa-
tion you kad then with me led me to contrast
my geal for the cause of Christ with the feel-
ings which I entertained regarding worldly
ohjects. I was led to osk myself, why did I
not fteel an equal, aye, an unspeakably great-
er anxiety and greater willingness to exert
my entergy to secure the success of Christ’s
kingdom, than I had Leen aceustomed to feel
in order to secure a political ohject, and the

triumph of the party to which I belong. The |

answer wus so clear that I could not shut my
eves toit. 1 felt compelled to acknowledge
that the renson must be, that I was identified
with the one, heart and soul, while, with re-
gard to the other, T was merely a spectator,
looking on at a distance.

Llder.~Such feelings as you speak of are,
alas! the feelings which largely prevail.
There are too many iu christian communities
who, instead of being concerned for the glory
of Cirrist, and anxious to know in what way
theg' can most successfully promote it, would
e better pleased to he Jet alone, and not hear
anything which would remind them that, if
followers of Christ, they must not only pray,
hut labor, for the prosperity of His cause.
If Christ were only to receive the same atten-
tion that is ungrudgingly given to the wirld,
und were His professed people as ready t¢) fol-
low Him as they are to exert themselves in
worldly things, then would the kingdoms of
this world soon be His. How very glad do
meu feel when informed of some new plan,
or enterprise, or speculation, by which there
isa certainty of increasing their gains and
bettering their porition; but, when assured
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that their labors will be aceepted of God, and.
rendered the means of promoting His glory,
instead of heing glad and thankful, the pain-
ful truth §s in  many cases too evident,
that they would ohject if they could, and in.
stend of being glad to see a solemn duty
pointed out, they are almost displeased at
what they hear, and at the individual who
wishes to impress the matter on their atten-
tion. You have, my dear friend, reason to
thank God, who has given you to sce that
the profession of religion is and must be
worthless, that creates not zeal and willing-
ness in the cause of Christ.

Duncan.—1 have often thought, since I saw
vou last, of the need there is of employing
means to enlighten our people regarding this
matter. 1f it be true that it is a privilege, as
well as an incumbent duty, to give, as we are
able, of our means for aiding the cause of
Christ, T would suppose it would not bhe im-
possible to convince all professing christians
of its being so, and were they once convinced
of that, there would surely be no longer any
unwillingness seen in the matter, Why are
we behiznd our neighbors in this respect ? 1
am not willing to believe it is owing to our
people being Jess disposed to do their part, if
vight views on the subject were clearly laid
before them.

Elder.~I am ratisfied you are perfectly
; right in what vou sayv, 'The backwardness of
; which we complain arises in part, if not-chief-
1y, from the fact that they read so little, and
consequently know so little, of what is done
by others, \Vere they but to see the exer-
tions that are made by the christians of ather
Jands, and the rich blessings which these ex-
- ertions bring down from heaven on themselves
; and families, they could no longer doubt of
its being a privilege of the most valuable na-
ture to he invited to mid, by their means, as
well as by their prayers, the work of Christ.
Never was there an instance of a community
or an iudividual who was made the poorer by
what was contributed for this purpose. The
very opposite of that is the fact, T'he more
liberally men have given of their meens, the
more even their worldly circumstances have
been enviched. Did all professing christians
know this to be a certain truth, and were
they, together with that, to see the condition
of the poor perishing millions whose misery
eries so Joudly for help, I do not helieve they
would be heard to grudge when appealed to.
To attain this object, it is evident that oun
people must be induced to read aund kunaw
what the Churches of Christ are doing. Un-
til this is so, we cannot expect to find them
intgrested in the great work assigned to the
disciples of Christ. If we wish our children
to grow up the pious, zezlous and willing
servants of Christ, we must induce them to
; read, as much as possible, of the efforts put

forth by the Church of Christ, and the success
‘which attends these efforts. And in order
{ that parents may be disposed earnestly to at-




