HONTHLY

Church of Stotland

A

§

RECORD

in Nova Scofin and the adjoining Provinces.

oF

ST UAUAAANY AT ANAAA AT TSN NS A e T

#IF I FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUNNING."—— PSALM 137, v. 5.

fil, IIL...No. 7.

HALIFAX, AUGUST, 1857, 2s. 8d. per ann. in advance.

" INTERESTING EXTRACTS.

‘

. Present Duty of the Church.

i

——

What, then, is there to be done, which
sas members of the Church of Scotland,
tto do, and wight properly and hope-
y-attempt to do, in order to restore
and unity among the divided churches

much better afford to make concessions than measures, and many of our Free Charch
any of the bodies dissenting from her,secing brethren, adhering steruly to former priuoi-
that these, in offering to yicld one iota, ples on the subjeot of Establishments, but
would risk all their influence over their ad- secing the guif of voluntaryism into which
herents. Remembering this, the Church of the necessities of their present position are
Scotland should, in all proceedings hearing|forcing them, are ready to aid and hail with
on the public relations of the Church to thejdelight any measures which may make their
civil institutions of the country, keep in view|return to tho National Church possible or
the possibility of future incorporation with, proper. But tho time may be short. Events

dissenters.  Aud, more especially, in regard hurry now with tremendous speed; and that
. . to legislative wmeasuies on such subjects as, which might casily be effected this year
y-be briefly and plainly answered. education, care should be taken so to shupe:muy be nest year a thing utterly impracti-
1. It ought never to be forgotten that it them a8 to avoid all just causes of offence,,cable. Let us rgmember this, Let us
e duty of the Church of Scotland to be and to spare, if wo can, even what we may thiuk, too, buw, eusily all cther Scotish
,¢hurch of the whole community. W consider the pride and the prejudices of questions cuuld be settled, did we only con-
not safely or properly accupy the positi-,those who company not with us. For acting, seut and try first to scttle this question of
of 3 merc sect among other sccis. I8 we,thus, we shall nut only best fulfil the law diffirences among the churches. With a
nder our right, or intermit our endea-‘of luve, and exercise charity, which is the united church, the question of the
rto be the church of the whole people, bond of perfictaess, but we shall uso best, cducation of the joung would lose at
virtually consent to_the signing of our perfurm our purt, and extend for goud our once all its difficultics, and the means of
death-warrant, and open the flowdgates legitimate influcnce s a great natioua, insti- evangelising the musses wow perishing for
 tide of voluntaryism, which as things tution. The points that scparate us frum lack of knowledge, would be infinitely multi-
at the present day, threatens to sweep,cur disscting brethren are most of them, plicd. The strength now wasted in party

y all truly national churches, aud to utterly insiguificant, and such as one with,rivalry would be all availuble for vigorous
g every man to do what is right in his, the spirit of vur 1 reformers, whose names (ffurts to reform our criminals, to enlighten
-eyes. Our counsels and our efforts,are often conjured up as authuritatisely und elevate our labouring classes, to anielio-
rofore, should be constantly directed to furbidding all change on the structure of rate the social conditivn of all classes, and
point of bringing in those that are with- the institations they I ft us, would at once to bring the Gospel to bear with effect on
and of undoing the unhsppy work of sweep for ever out of the way of theaccom- cvery stout-huarted sinner in our Jand.
ssion and disseut that has now been plishment of a uniun among the cburches. The Church of Scutland would agein be
on for upwards of a century, by res-) Would Knox, bad we him for one hour what she opce was,—ihe fairest of the
ing a church national in numbers as well amongst us permit such a thing as the pre- daughters of the Reformation ; cur country
‘0 name. In regard to this, it is a hope- sent system of patrunage, however well ad- would rejuice and blossom as the rose ; and
faot, well worthy of Leing remembered, winistered it may happeu to bo for the time every son and daughter that went out from

L 50 far as coucerns the great majorivy of v stand for vue houi in the way of thejus to lebour in the colenies, or to seek their
ristians in Scotland not belonging to our, teturn of those who have gone from us on bread on a foreign shore, would be a new
arch, no great sacrifice of truth or of that ground, Would he nut, by one bold, centre of Christian influcnce to aid in evan-
rincjglc, or even of professivn, would be,cffective messure, put thiugs on such a fout- gelising the world. Oh! for sume master
seded i order to re-incorporation, —that, ing in that respect, that the Claim of Rights, spirit to arise and to shape the counsels of
is much more o question of corporate,if not answered, would be miade vbsolcte by our Charch so that, lopping off whatever is
ide than of Christian principle, of human being wore than satisfied, aud the ground,a bar in the way of the rctuin to her com-
inion than of divi..e appoiutuent, of carth- now vccupivd by sullen adversarics rendered munion of thuse who now stand aloof from
legislation than of heavenly counsc], that utterly untenable; The time is peculiarly or opposed to her, she might rally round
beps at least several of the scecding sections, favourable for such bold cumprehensive ac- her Llue standaid agaiu the vigorous iicty
tated from the parent stock ; nor ought,tivn. Stateswon, taught by former errors, uf all in the Jand. Oh! for a more abun-
ever to ba forgotten b - us, that in & nuat-jinto Which they Wore misled mainiy by some Jant fusion of the Holy Spirit on the bearts
of mere dignity, or in regard to points,of our own body, are nut unwilliog 1o repair,of us all, that our petty jealousics and va-
indifference, the Ct .rch of Scotland can,their errors by wise, liberal, large minded, wo.thy prejudices may in no wise hinder

theland? This is the question, and it




