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1. 1,Little Chiildrcn." Vie 1-iow wbiat
little children are, their limiteti know-
letige , their facile receptiveness of im-
pression good or bad, their liability to lie
inistaken, to bc dccived, andi led by
allurenients to their hurt, thieir exuber-
ant joy in anticipation of frolic or prize,
ant inl the acquisition of a trifle to be
valucless in a wcek ; we know lîow their
undisguised sclfishnes ivili appear, anti
then again their readiness to share ii
young coînpanions, their childish fallings
out about nothing, andi again their easy
reconciliations. We beaýr ivith thiein.
Vie pity and soothe theni in thcir sor-
rows, tho' the grief inay arise fromi notb-
ing more serious thari a broken doil, or
a lost piece of silver, or the thwarting of
soire loolish or impossible whim.

We think of their future-what we
cail the stern realities, the ivork and the
trials of life that await theni, forgetting
that their future, thio afier life of theirs,
is just the broader stage wvhereon tiiese
ebjîdren, grown to ;rie and woxnen,
shaîl meet nothing more joyous, more
vexing, more pleasurable or painful, or
even more helpful or detrimental to
their moral nature, than tbey are nicet-
ing now in the earlier stage of chultihooti
-ibrgetful, too, that we grown-up child-
ren have yet our toys, our trifles looming
large andi important like, our foolish anti
hurtful desires, our selfishness, andi our
contentions about insignificances, just as
sve had when we were littie children
about inatters we smie at now.

By 'llittie chiltiren" so frequently useti
in bis episties, the old, old Christian dis-
ciple meant the Christian people of' ahl
ages who coulti read or hear; reati the
letter lwe sent thein. It was his kindly
affectionate way of' speaking te and of
the people hie knew and lovcd-an en-
dearing way of speaking-fatherly, ten-
der, anti witbal so down-setting to self
sufficiency.

The title is as applicable to us, Both
as it respects our place and relation in
existence, andi as .t respects our know-
ledge of Goti and relatioa< to God, we
are in the state of chi'dhood1 "littie
children.

(1.) As denizens of earth we are only
appearing in the opening act of an endi-
lms sereýs, entering anM passingy across
the stageof present life to scenes fromn
'whicb the curtain bas not been dIrawn.

Holding by the Ilthree score years and
ten" lifib the oldest living mani is but a
chilti in the beginni ngs of inan's itnmor-
tai destiny.

Our thoughts more com:nonly rua
upon the progress mnade towards the
znanhood of the race within the confine&
of the "If le that now is." Man bas suli-
dued nature, 1ins advanced in knowledge
of aIl kinds, bas travcrsed carth auîd sea,
gathering the produets of ail cns andi
trainsforiiîng thinr by inan ufacturingf
skill into textui es anti forras of use andi
beauty. We have a vast andi varieti
literature, the accumulation of learning,
researcb, prolounti tbougbit andi fitfuli
fancy, placei witbin tIre reach of ordin-
ary intelligence. Wle bave the results
of inventive anti constructiee art anti of
scientific study: in astronolîny, giving
account of tbe starry bieavens; in geolo-
gy, describing the physical structure anti
history of tic earth durîng periotis inter-
minable ; in pbysiology, laying open te
our view in their order anti relations the
oreans upon wbieh life nets in man
"4learfully and wtondlerfully muade." Vie
have results in anotherorder-in steani-
sbips, railways, electrie telegrapb, great
cities with their aIl providing econornies,
settîcti andi cultivateti continents wiith
their teeming industries, andi govern-
ment andi laivs giving cobiesion, systein,
order; ministering( toý the welfare of aIl,
tbe least instructeti and flie nost help-
Iess partaking of the benefits thc gifted
and the stroncr have originatcd by goulus
enterprise ant toil. Surely ours is an
olti, matureti, ricbly-endowcd manhooti.
So have our little chiltiren in their cir-
cuniscribeti %orlti, in their lesser range
of t1iouýht, threir indu-stries, their import-
ant aif airs, their marvels, tIroir admirable
achievemente in learning andi work, andi
theirlittle gîeatgîftedones. Antiourreal
life lying forward in the future to wlrîch
this prescrnt life is leading, transcends
present bife inflnitely more than tioes
completest mnanhooti suipass the child
life of tbe veriest infant. Earthly lite is
but the chiltihooti stage of the life that
is to be, to be passed we know not how
or wbere forever.

Can it be a question that Death,
wbich sunders the bonds that link us to
tbe ea anti temporal, doca aught but
carry on our life into the wider area of
its being anti becoming in the tuseen, and


