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a second edition appcnrcd withl a tsimilar in the wordis of Dr. Shields "la revolutionnrv
Dedication, and as I nte as 1648, it contitnucd protest against civil and *ecclesiastica)
to be the commion ritual cf the cbur-ch. tyranny' white the adoption cf ît by the

Some of the pra> ers in it," says »r. Cun- ('lurch ofScolland is to b.e necounted for on
ngham in bis Churcli lirtory 'of Scotla,îd the xame p rincijle, c encuîc, ssy

"éfor transparency of diction and benuty, of Principal Tuillnch, "lof the insane Prelatical
picty may w-ell compare with the muchi laud- dcspoti8m of Laud a'nd luis assoèi.ites." A
e c copoitions of 'the Anglican 'Praver proposal te, change or modify in nny way the
]3ook"'-affiing, fi the whole comnpilation syhtin tlius set Up bv thie Westini;ster As.
is -hnracteri?.ed hy good sense and sobriety Pcmblv and adopted by the Church o;f Scot-
cf reliffious feeling." land, soîtie, strange to say, would be dispos-

'Vhce Clîurch of Scotland, wliich for a hiun- ed to regard as littie else tua» an net cf irn-
dred years hiad thus preserved thiese written piety, thougli such a proposai need liot be
rorms, at length laid thein aside, not that it reg.nrded as nt nil rcfletlng on 'the Wisdom
bcad any disposition to (Io so. for as we bave cf the great; aàîd goodl men cf ihct Asseml;ly,
scen vaienos ediî ions cf the bock ivere pub- wbo could iecarceTy heve «been se, sanguine as
lished, and this ini accordance doubtless uiitl te expect that*it woiild be folloived fer two
t'le decnands cf the church down toe ic vry hundrcd years, mucl ess for a longer pericid,
%car cf the meeting at Westminister, ibut in especially: by tlie Clurch cf Scotland, wlîioh
concessioni te a plan cf uniformity ivitlî other had se sumati a Itepr-esentat*ýuii in it-for cf
rhuaches in the use cf a comme»n ])reetory the 120 D)ivines whio ,,-at in that asscrnblv
fir worsbip. The filet is a reniarkable one culs 5 were commissioners fromi the Cliurchi
that tic Church cf Scotland laid asi<eli er cf Scotland ; cf the Westminster assembly,
Bonk cf Prayer te please others ratiier tban %ve are ready te say what the members cf it
herseif, and« cdopted a systemi propo'mndcd said cf those Who went hefore them in the
by strangers, itt the hope cf the 'benieft cf an work cf Iteformation, elwe cckznowle'lge
extenive agreement and uîiiforiuity te be them as excellent instruments raised by Gcd.
reieased upc»i an eutirelv New ]latform, anîd desire th3t they be liad b) us and pop-
w~hicbl hope, it uceci scarcelv he added, was terity in everlasting remembrance-ancl arc
dlo"mned te signal disappointmient. fp>rsuaded. were they aow aiiveý they wvoulà

Whether the church acted wisely iii thus Jocm in tliis work» cf reforming the service
giving ilp 1tc l lse cf ber venerable È ormula,1 of the Chureh with the view of îsdopting it.
lias, been disputed. ler eilîdren, it is truc, profiting hy the experience cf the past, te,
have ioved lier in spite of lier liaving clepriv- Uic felt requirements cf thc cge and the
,ed thecm cf everything like a borui cf mworship), changed eircumstauees of these our times,
-ave hier nid versi on cf inetrical psalins, for whatever that eystera înay have been or
round -tvlichl remory and association enu their own age and tiffies, it Is îîet, ini the
tiltwilC; but had she retained lier Old Lit- opio cfayc o os itnuse

irv h,iit wve bjound them dloser in c leren and eniightened la 'men, the htst
ber eirace adprenemayfoisry posble that ceuld bie dev*ise~ for us, living,
Ing fruci }.er fcid. The experiaient. cf ieav- more than twc centuries after them and in
îiý the piayers cf the Sanctuary te, the un. times se very digèerent. And te, the smoui-
aideci in'flvýiduclity, cf tke Minister lias new, dering convictions and ivialies cf net a few
beeîî fully tried. FGr twe centuries and such, expression bas in recent ycars been
more bias the churcli in the fc alhistorie given. The enflghteued are perhaps the
precedent, and in confliet with lier own ear- least satisfiad with the present meagre devo-
lier principies and practice adheredl te the tional equipment cf the Clîurch4 The belief
niethod agreed te hi- the Westminster As- cf many ii; that that system, is net the be8t,
seihly, and unkno'wn in ecclesiastical ex- îvhich places the whnIe cf the devetionai, ser-
p)erien;ce before the sittings cf that body. vices i» the biands cf the officiating Minister,
Thiis mnethod inany have corne te regard as bie bis state cf bcd yor spieit %hct it may at
(juite dcfective aîid, if judgeçl by its worling the time, aad %Yhich assum"rs that ho ean nt
can srareely be proiiounccd, t-ven bv its ail times and under aIl circutistances, con-
grectest admirera a.success, a thiîîg at W'hich duct these becomingly, if able te attemp.,
ne one ueed greativ woinder. The WVestmin- doing se at aIl. Dsatisfied with the lire-
stcr Asqernblv fiet la troublous tinies, times sent 'haked, and unequipped state cf tlîe
but iii fittcd for calin acd unprejudiced, icg- church, thîey desire a return te a discretion-
i4iatiocu, even for tbe age that then ivas, ary Liturgy for public worship and prcscrib-
inucb less for the far distant future. Besides, cd forcis for the administration cf the sacra-
its recommeaidation cf or agirement upc» a mnits, the celebration cf marriage, bîîrial cf
I)ircctory for Public Worsliip m-as an issue the dead &c. H1aving as great a dislike to
tz whicli, it nmav with tî-uth be s-.id, it wis a flxed and enforeed Liturgy, as a 'nonvietioli
.driven 1)v tlîe circumastance cf the times-be- cf the defectiveness and utter unsatisfactor-
ii a flot iatural revulsion frein the use cf iîîeqs cf the present systeci, tiîey are prepar-

-un cîfcrced Liturgy, ccntaining many tbings ed te urge the use cf a discrctionary 1Liturgy,
to the miembers cf it offensive, and whiich' retaining ail that is valuable la thc Cburcb

2eft theni ner liberty or discretion wlîatpi-er, cf the pcst, and yct adapted te tlîc Churcli


