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CODES AND COMMON LAW.

To the Editor, Toronto, Nov. 1, E16.
CANADA LAW JOURNAL:

Dear S.r,- fhose who have been accuslomed to, the common
law are naturaIly averse to setting out on a voyage of discoverv
,ntç> the unknown (to them) fields of codified -aw. There are

tbshowever, who have strong views that the lime has cornie
for a change from the oid, and to thern somewhat sacred systcm
which prevails in England and ils dependencies.

A professional journal rnight bc sapoowed to favour the system
xwhieh mwould bc Iiked best bNI the great mnajority of its readers;
but it ahio owes a duty to the public 10 advocate such changes
as uliav lxe expected to coniduce to the cheapening of Iaw and 10
(*xpediting the settiement of disputes. This dut vyour joLrnal
bias always recognised. and has advocald many desirable reforms.

The profession mnav ,-ell be proud to remember, as the fact
is, that legal rcforms have almosl univen3ally been initiated bv
lawv crs, micb 10 the detriment of the profession from a financial
point of view. You may yourselves rightly claim to have in
Your COlUmI. S suggested mnany things in uhe direction indicated
which have ivorked bo the advantage of the public.

The ma&jrity of your readers probably would not favo-r a
('ode systemn of law, but, it may be that the lime bas corne when
sonietbing of that sort should take the place of thc present, systern
whicb certainly bas many disadvantages. Whilst Ibese days are
îîot the time bo dýtuss Ibis malter, it may be Ihat among many
e-h.anges wbicb -wiIl carne after t'Le war bbc code systern rnay Corne
to tbe front. Codification, ît may be remarked, is not an cntirely
ltew tbing, as a beginning wsinade when tbc crîminal Iaws
werc l)roughit into a code, ani statutes affecting niatters com-
mhon to flic whoIn Dominion biave been passed wbicb are in the
n:îturc ef coties.

CONSTANT READF.R.

[There wvill bc înuQb to be donc in the way of legal transforma-
t ions, notably in tbat nebulous branclb of il called International
lawv, wvhen tbe war is over; then perbaps the subject of our corres-
p)oiidenit's, letter ivili reccive attention. In the meaatime, somc
of oir subscribers xvili, possibly, give their views -)n thec subject,
to be discussed later, and these xviii be kept, safe!v tili the lime
for discuission cornes -ED. C.L.fJ
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