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From time immemorial the certiorari has been understood
::0 be a prerogative writ, issuing out of the Crown side of the
ourt, to remove all such proceedings of justices of the
I-)ea,%v and other subordinate tribunals or persons, as evince a
gg?;cial complex.ion, to the .end 'that the Court ma:y enqu.ire
and be certified of their origin, or of the action which
ad’ marked their inception, progress or final consummation.
int()rhle eﬂ:ectivcness. of the writ as the tflediu?n for bringing
to 4 sp ay _the supervisory f.'lcullt'y of the Court 1s‘ n.ot co.nﬁned
. & scrutiny of matters pertaining to the administration of
1213?10 Its instrumentality‘may, with equal right, be sought
aL‘tio;ldate the tenor and 1rflpugr{ th.e'correctness of trans-
disch S O‘f a v%t body ‘of officials—individual and corporate—
arging civil functions merely.

Whilst occupied with this aspect of its purview, it should
Q;;)le)zerved that the writ, 50 far as our own country is con-
laws N has been :s*horn of 1ts's‘upremacy ‘1n the case of by-
Speéiﬁd?d I‘csolutmn:s; of municipal councils, by. force of the
Whichg enactment in that behalf of the Mumcl'pal Act t.o
ancic we have long had to conform. Thc' province o.f this

nt safeguard against error and abuse in the exercise of
Power by functionaries of the class just denoted, no less than
Y conservators of the peace (leaving out of the reckoning alto-
Sether the particular instance cited), cannot, it 1s feared, be
OPefully predicated, nor can its range be accurately gauged.
agency for the impeach-

The propriety of recourse to its
a resolution of License

glfn’lin. & summary manner, of, ¢.g., :
eeblmls:s*mners, was, if not expressly‘ repu.d@ted, by n’o means
2 Oy disputed in McGill v. License Comnussioners of .,/)mﬂlford,
T R" 665, a judgment that tends greaf;ly to d1sturb. the
Saﬁ)tresmon borrowed from old-world learnmg of the' univer-
Y of the writ's corrective power over inferior bodies.
Qertli{etu.rning to the theory of the purport and scope Qf the
orari, it is not difficult to detect a settled resolve in the
::1 Clé’ f(_)l’ generations back, to esteem and uphold it as acrea-
des‘gned, above all things, Lo incalculably subserve the



