
THE B)U*RING SEA COJTROVRRSY.

May we flot hope that the difficulty said to have arisen bet"'rýdn Lord Salis.
bury. acting for the British Government, and Mr. Harrison, for that of the
United States, will be soon settled in a r-anner honourable and satisfactiory.t*.,
ail] parties, and the treaty respectirlg the seal fishery in Behring Sea sanctioned -

and carried out. It seeins that Mr. Harrison wants the modus vivendi of last
season continucd durir.g that now approaching, that Lord Salisbury, in his first
M utc in answer, expressed a wish that the arrangement should extend only to the
distance of tairty marine miles from the Pribiloif Islands, that Mr. Harrison
objected, and that by a note subsequently received Lord Salisbury has intimated
that if lie agreed to this it must be understood that England did flot undertake to
inuluinnify the owners of British sealers for losses arising from such continuance
--a Condition from which it inay, perhaps, be inferred that the continuance had
buun isked for or Rpproverl by the Canadian Government, who would, very
properly, favor anything tending to the early settiement of our misunderstanding
wiîh our southern neighlior. On this the New York Herald says: "But wvhat
!,ordi Salisbury now dlaims is the liberty for Canadian poachers ta catch ail the
sea1., they can with entire exemption from liability on the part of Engiand if the
iratbitr.ators shall decide that these poachers have no business in Behring Sea:"

* aid a Canadian paper rejoins: "The impudent pretension of tfie Americans
* thiat they own B3ehring Sea-and this is implied in the above use of the word

'Poaýciig -raises rio doubtful issue. They have exactly the same dlaim to the
wiolu Pacifie Ocean." Whiclh is true.

\Vc, however, assumue that Lord Salisbury only intimated that if, under the
aa:rc of the arbitrators, axiy suru should be paid ta British -,ealers as damages
avisiiug froin the continuance of the modits vivendi in coinplir. ice wîth the desire
of the Canadian Government, such sum must be reimbursed to England by the
sid Gýo\irumient, as, of course, 'it ought ta be. But if the award of the
arlbitrators be that the United States have no exclusive rights in the seal
lisiieries in Behring Sea outside of three marine miles from the shore of their
psussions adjoiniing it, then such damages, if paid, must be repaid by the
Ul'îited States.

Uiîfortu-nateiy there is yet iîo Parltament of Nations, and therefore no written
Act deflniag the international law in such a case. but it has always been under-
stood that the exclusive jurisdiction of a country over the seas adjoining it
extends only ta three marine miles froin the shore, and, as this ruie bas, beyond
ail (puestion, been insisted on and aliowed by England and the United States in
ail other places, it is for the United States ta show that it does not appiy te
B3ehring Sea. On the Atlantic side of America, bath parties have admitted it as
unquestionable. Ali the arguments Mr. Harrison has hithert,- urged against its,
appiicability ta the present case seeni ta have been abandoned by him or shc~wn
by his opponients te be futile. Russia, froni whom Mir. Harrison dlaims ta have
derived such right, never ciaimed or exercised it against England, and thorefore
Engiand cannet b. said fo have acquiesced in it: she disputed it, and so did the
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