‘THI MISCIONARY RRCORD.

is his own grace that forms his people to
be: temples of the Holy Ghost. 1t he had
been so pleased, he coald have provided
an carthly temple for his worship s im-
wediately as he has provided that Saviour
of whot the temple at Jerusalew, in all
its splendour, was but a faint representa-
tion. le could have made a provision
for the funily of Aaron and for the tribe
of Levi as he did for the other families
and tribes of Israel e was pleased,
however, to separate the Priests and the
Levites for his own immediate service

and he called upon the other families of

his people to show their devotedness to
himselt, to express their gratitude for the
many Dblessings he had bestowed upon
them, to manitest their interest in religi-
o, their concern about their own souls,
their love to their brethren who wminister-
ed to them in holy things, by the provisi-
on which they made for the temporal com-
fort of those who were thas cast upon their
care. ©.And yeshall rejoice before the
Lovd your Gud, ye, and” your sons, and
vour daughters, your meunservants, and
your inaidservants, and the Levite that
13 within your gates; forasmach as he
hath no part nor inheritance with you”.
*Lake heed to thyselt that thou torsake
ot the Levite as long as thou livest up-
on the carth”.  « And the Levite, (be-
cause he hath no part nor wheritunce
with thee), and the stranger, and the fa-
therless, and the widow, which are with-
in thy gates, shall come, aud shall eat
and be satislied ; that the Lord thy Goed
may ess thee tn all the work of thine
hand whick thow doest”. Deut. xii 12,
195 xiv. »9.  Whatever changes may
have taken place in maters ot detail, the
the Apostle is express in stating, in the
passage already quoted, that this princi-
ple as to the support of the nunisters of
religion by the chureh is continued under
the New Testament dispensation ; ¢ Ev-
en so hath the Lord ordained, thav they
which preach the gospel should live of
the gospel”.

“ Kvery good gift and every perfect
ift is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no va-
riableness, neitber shadow of turning”.—
‘The most liberal of those who contribute
of their substance for the Lonour of his
name must siill say with David (1 Chron
xxix. 14), ¢ all things come of thee, and
of thing own have we given thee”. Da-
vid acknowledged God as the vestower
of all that worldly substance, a portion
of which he was now devoting to religi-
ous objects. kle acknowledged Him al-
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so as the anthor of that grace which had
so opened and enlarged his heart.  “HBut
who am 1, and what is my people, that
we should be able to offer so willugly af-
ter this sort” ¥ 'The liberality of the miv
is am index to the state of the heart, tor
“ the liberal deviseth liberal things” ; and
the heavicst griel of the neglected minis-
ter may arise, not 20 much from a feel-
ing of the privations to which he is sub-
jected through this neglect, as from the
saddening thought that the people who
can be so careless about the support of
ordinances, may be total strangers to that
grace which these ordinances are the
means of communicating. Nor let any
one seek to reliove himselt frem the cheek
of conscience which this reivark may
make him fecl, by thinking of the liberal-
ity with which be too would act if '.e had
means such as those with whicit David
was blessed.  'The liberality is to be es-
timated not by the amount that is given,
but the spirit in which it is bestowed —
“God loveth a cheertul giver”, * She
hath done what she could” 18 the gracious
commendation which Christ bestowed up-
on her who anoinied him with ointment

Do the hearts of any swell with a desire
of emulating Mary in acts of kindness to
the Saviour, were an opportunity aftord-
ed?  Letall such remember that Christ
identifies himselt with his disciples, and
says (Matthew xxv 40),  Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto oue of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto

me” 1o the days of Malacbi, the Jews
were visited with failures of crops; but
instead of bemyg authorized on that
ground .0 withhold their contributions
tor the support of the ministers of religi-

oh, they were exhorted to renewed atten-
tion to :his neglectel duty, and were en-

couraged to luok tor relief in counexion

with an amendment of their ways: “Bring

ye all the tithes into the storenouse, that
there may be meat in mine house, aud

prove me now berewith, suth the Lord

of Hosts, it 1 will not open the windows

of ieaven, and pour you out a blessing

that there shall not be room enough to

reeeive it” '
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(From the Missionary Record of the Lret
Church of Scollund.)
COLONIAL CHURCHES.
AUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.

In the Record of last month we urged the
claiins of eur colonics from considerations
of u general kind,  There is, first, our pe-
culiar relation to the colonists as our coun-
trymen, aud the obligation arising there.



