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The three points to whicli 1 would cail vour thioughvtlùl
considerationtare: First, What is education? Se'-conid, Wha
can bc donc fbr the child between the a(res of' three and six
by way of really eduvuatingy hlm ? Third, WhV1-at prepara-
tion does the kzinderg.arten uneed fbor thus tr-aiingio the child ?

First-MWhat is educatioii? Alleducatioiiwoithiy ot'th.tt
naine aims to prep-are the child to, mneet life aiid its problems
in a better, more rational way thani lie would bc able to
nieet it without this educatioin. Ail thiinkingç ediicators
agrree that this preparation must include not oiily the train-
inir of the child's muscles, that he mnay have complete con-
trol of them and thus inake his body the servant ol*his soul,
but also the trainiugy of his senses lui such a miaunier that hoe
shali be able to take iinto hfijseif ecar impressions fromn
the outside wrorld ' upon whichi depeiids so mucli of the
definiiteness of his mental concepts. Nor is the trztinmiug of
his powers of obse-,rvation, his judgment, his inemory and
his imagiinatioin, a11. Re must learn also that grreatest tesson
in fle, how to deal wvit1î bis lWllow-being-s, what lus relations
are to, the rest of inankind, and whalt are the duties arisinig
from them. To the exact degrree iii which hie has learnied
this lesson do the obstacles vanish frorn bis pathway. Il this
is educatioi), let us turn now to wvhat part ofit eamu be griveu
to the child between the ages of three and six. This is the
free, creative, play period of the chitd's existence. He lias
passed ont of the passive, receptive period of iniuuctily and is
not yet re-ady for the eagrer, acquisitive period of childhood.

Play is his natnral atmosphere, and play is his delight.
fis soul openls ont to imnpressions which mnay corne to it

in the gruise of play. No effort is hard or disagr,ýeable il' it
helps to inake more real to hlmn his play. This is why the
kindergartner, understanding the wholesorne, lovable coui-
dition of this age, seizes upon its most salient characteristic
and educates by ineans of play. When the chuld is tryingc
to fiy like a bird, to leap like a frogy, to ponnd like a black--
smith, to saw like a carpenter, to march like a soldier, lis
every muscle is unconsciously coming under control, for lie


