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MINING NEWS

THE THREE MILLS.

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS BEING MADE
ON ALL OF THEM. =

Reduction Company to  be ready April 1 —
Mountain Lion Starts Ten
Stamps March 1.

Things arc progressing very favorably at the
new custom mill. The main building is now
belng mapidly inclosed and  jpresents a fino
appearance. A large foree of men are at
work and the place is a very busy one. About
two-thirds ‘of the machinery has arrived and
the remainder will bo in shortly. One of the
boilers is to come over the Iettle Ialls road
and ono is to como from Bossburg, over tho
Grand Forks Road. As soon ng the boilers are
in the mill will rapidly approach completion
It is now thought the company will be ready
to reccive ore by April and perbaps_sooner,
There .will be more oro offered than can bo
treated. The initial capacity of the plant will
be but 75 tons a day, but if everything goces
well the plant will bo enlarged to two or thres
times its present size. Among the mincs which
will contrib»%e ore is the Republic. The now
mill of the Exploration and Extractioa Com.
pany, somctimes called the Republic mill, will
not be ready for business before July. In the
meantime the Republic company has thousands
tona of fine oro ready for teatment and it will
bo cheaper to  send it to the custom il than
to send it out to a smalter. .

Mountain Lion AMill.

All of the machinery of the Mountain Lion
mill has arived and there is now nothing to
do but to put it in place. This is being dono
very rapidly. J. B. Hawumond, of the Ham-
mond manufacturing company of Portland, ar.
rived last week. Mo it is who supplied the
machinery for the mill, and it is being erected
under hie directions. Most of the machinery
was nianufactured by Fraser & Chalmers  of
Chicago, but Nr. Ha.imond had the selection
of it. Ho has come to remain till tho raachin-
cry is all placed and the plant ia ire good run.
ning order. Jt is cxpected that ten stamps,
or onchalf the cntiro battesy, will start up
on March 1. The othor ten stamps will kegin
to drop a short time after that.

N,

“ + The K & B, MilL

Work on ‘tho site of tho Explo;\TIOn and
Extruction company’s plant, to bo known us
the E. & L. mwill, has already commended, {n
$0 far as tho getting out stops for tho foun.
dations and retnining wall is concerned. An
oxcellent quarry hag been found on tho road to
the Republic mine  where it crosscsa Granite
creck, back of the Hotel Webster. It is an al.
tered sandstone, is easily quarried, casily dres-
sed and is admirably adapted for building
purposes.  All the machinery for the plant has
been ordered by . Mr. Jackling, ‘tho manager,
and much of it is on tho‘wny to Grand Forks.
There will bo 45 carloads altogether, and all
of it will como over the Canadian Pacific to
Grand Forks and will bo hauled from -there
hero in wagons. Mr. Jackling thinks the first

parison of tho figurea reveala that tho woges
in tho Slocan are higher than they are “here,
they say. The muckers, carmen and iaborers
are paid $250 pacr day hero, whilo from the
schedulo adopted in Stocan this class of work-
cra recoive 83, In support of the theory hold
by tho union men that thero are no differences
hero thoy point to tho fact that somo gf tho
old hends hive been taken back in. the e
Roi and tho Centro Star mines. The mine
owuers aro reticent as to the labor situation
here and do not scem to cire to- talk for pu-
blication. As to the silver-lead mine owners,
thoy claim that thoy have mado-somo points
that they .awero striving for and. the union men
moko the samo claim. Therefore, as bot! i
des svan to  bo satisfled it looks as though
matters in the Slocan, at least, have lxen
arranged in a manner satisfactory to both

consigninents will begin to arrive hero . about _ gides Ahat hitherto have been at issue.

threo weeks, Work oh *be foundation of the
plant will bo started as svon as tho stone is
rendy. It is hoped to have ¢he E. & E. in full

operation by July 1. )
: Republic Miner,

THE SLCCAN STRIKE.
Teims under Which The Men Aro Returning
To Waork.

Rossland, Feb, 27,

Iyom a relieble union source it was learncd
yesterday that the strike in the Slocan is off
and that a scttlement of the strike there has
been arranged on terma which.are satisfactory
to both parties to tho controversy which ¥ has
been in existence since Juno last, Tho sche
dule of wages under which the miners return
to work is as follows, according to tho state-
ment of the union r.en scen: Mjacrs in shafts,
$3.50 to 84, machir.e men, '§3.50; car men, S3;
‘hand drillers, §3,25; Iaborers, §3, timbermen,
§3.50 to 84; Iaborers on the surface, 83 por

day. As formerly, men working in  unsually®

web places and in bad air afe compensated by
shorter hours~ Tho only reduction made, ac-
cording t= the unionmen, is that hammersmen
are to receive $3.25 per day in the Mlocan,
whereas thay reccive 83.50 per day in  Ross.
land, but when they work in wet ground thoy
are to ho giver $3.50 ns heretoforo in the Slo.
can. Under this sgreement, tho mincrs hava
and will return to work. This is boing done
with the consent of the district association,
No. 6 of the Western  Federation. of Miners.
Tho official announcement that tho strike hes
been declarel off, it is thought, will bo made
in a few days by the duly authorized officials
of the district association.

So far as the settlement of the troubls in
the Slocan is concerned, the union miners of
the Rossland cammp take'tho view that there is
no strike here and elaim that the bying cif

“the men in tho War Fagle, Centre Star and
- LE Roi mines was for the rcasons stated by

the companics towit, -that cnowgh sdvance
work had not been dono and that the taking
out, of ore would he discontinued until new
machinery had been installed and more deve-
lopment work done. Thay claim that they can
seo no reason to doubt the words ~f tho ma-
nagers of these properties- who auti .ized the
publication of such statements. As to  how
Rossland would bo aficcted by the scalo adop-
ted ‘by -tho Slocan silver-lead mine owners ond

miners thoy say it remains to be goen. A com-

‘A COMPARISCN; ALSO A STEP FOR-
WARD.

Tho goldl production of Western Australia
during 189 wus roughly speaking-$32,000,000;
the gold production of Canada during the samc
produ?tion was roughly speakivg $18,000,000.
1f the amount of tho capital sunk_in. the two
countries ho compared Canada’s 818,000,000
must bo retumming a hundred to one better
dividends than Western Australin’s $32,000.000.

I silver, lead, copper and nickel be added to

make a fair basis of comparison because theso
metals are genernlly mined in canncotion with
gold in Cannda, ther Coanadu’r output is su-

perior to  that of Western  Australia.
Yet Canada’s New ° Year in  mining
is  greeted with o Jugubrious low-

cring of the voico and dropping -of tho
cyes. Western Australin’s is grected with a
fanfaronade of trumpets. As a general ruls the
proportion of interest shown in  Canadiar
and West Australian mining is as t+wo lines to
two columns. Yeu the output of the ccuntrics
is practically the same with a more rapid rate
of progress, o higher degre of science, a moro
versified sulection of resources, a moro deter- o
mined character of local ep*urprise, and a more
permanent and staplo futurg visible in Chna-
da. Thinge are not nocessarily untrue that
arc not generally recognized. ;

One greay difficulty in sécuring = market for
British Columbis lcad has been rumoved,
Lead bullion—that is a mixture -of Jend and
silver, or-as it might be casicst described t6
the loy mind, -galena with tho sulphur chmi-
nated—may now be shipped to refincries in the
United States and refined in bond, the pi>
lead resulting being admitted to Canada fres
of duty. This has already had -a stimnulating
cffect on local smelting and the lead stacks
bot’. at the Hall Mines smelter at Nolson and
at tho C. P. R. smelter ot Trail are in opern-
tion. But neither Nolson nor Trail present
the smelt’ag advantages which are (haracteris-
tic of Vancouver, to which covering \ines may
bo drawn not-only .from all parts of 3, C hut-
from Mexico, South America and the Orient.
In Vancouver a smelting and refining industry
can-bo built up worivalled in North America.
It preseats the greatest industrial possibility
not in Canada alone but.anywhere. Thero
must be something wrong with o type of
enterjnise which overlooks or yefuses to' ro-
cognizo this opportunity. -

Brsish Co}umhia.Boviuv,



