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The eliaracter of' the soil canuiot bcecxcecdcd. It is a î'icl, blitck
iiotild, freux ten f0 tfvenfy mlics decp, rcposiîîg 011 a ligit ish colouired
alluvial cliLy, aîbouît fouir l'cct deep, -w'ili againi rests uipon lacistriiîv
or drift cay, to flic level of flie watcr in ail flic rivers and rrcekl-ý
inspcfed by flic cxpeditioîi of' 1857 and 1858.

It is l'air frein bciîîg ftuc as lias bccîi -tated, fliat flîcre is ofly soute
arable or cultivable landl< aloîig flic course of' lic great rivcrs. 1
frcqucntly cxaniued flic soil," writcs 1rofessor lliîîd in ]bis offliciaI
rep)ort, Il sorne miles <istant froiîî flic rivers aîloîg iiiy lie of' route,
and 1 iavariably foini thle pr'airie cotinrîîy fo exliibit tiu unif'oî'n fer-
tility'." T hlis ricli aîid bcautifuîl regicîx w'hiclî lias beîti dcsei'ibcd by
soîne travcllcrs, as tit uîibrokcîi level, watcrcd, by niuîincrous tribrîfnry
sfrcamns, and( aboîîndîing iii cliin, oiik, asli, niplc andi< aill flic varicties
of trecs kiiowni iii Canaîîda, is no Icss tlîaî one mîillioni fivc lîuindreul
thou.sand acres lu extent. Rcceixt observationîs aise prove tllatt tlîîs
Iparadise of' fcrtility," as it ]lits beni called by onie of' flic settlcrs. is

net more f han six luindred feet above flic level of'flic oc'eaîi.
IPassing te the west of' thec valîcys of' flic Assiniboinie aîîd Rc<t

rivers, -w'c find a country no less fertile, an<l cvcîî more beautiful, as
it possesscs tlîe plcasiîig varicfy of hîill aa<l dale. It is Nvafcrcd bv
un iufinite number of lcsser st reaxus, flic pr'incipal of whlîi are the
Swvan river and tic hîighcr trilnutaries of flic Assinîiboiine. Tisl in-
tcrcsfing region was likewise vîsif cd by tlîe cxploring expedit ion senît
by the goveriiinent of Canada ini 1857-58. Ianr S. J1. Dawson's
officiai report of' tlîis expedition publislicd, by order of' flic Canadiaîî
Huse of Assembly, fuis extensive por'tion of' the Nortlh Wrest Terri-
tory is described as being cmi ncntly adapf cd for the puiîpoes of agri-
culture and colonization. Possessing a milder climat c thîaîî filc more
cevated lands to the soutli of the Unitecd States' botindary Une, ail tlue
varicties of ecreal crops can bc prodîîced wiflioît diflctilty or risk of'
failtire. Aeeording to thîis gentleman's dlescrip>tion, tlîe whiole ccîîîitry
lias mûore thec appearaiicc of a fiue park beaufiully varied with lawns.
woods, gardens, slirubberies, lakes andt streamis, tlian an unrechîimcd
tract oU brokenl wildcrness. If tlîe late Governor of tlîe Hiudson's B3ay
Ccmpany, Sir George Simpson, lîad passcd tlirongh tlîis country, it
would undoubtedly have inspircd one, of lus most cloquent and glowiug
pictures of woodland, lakc, and river scenery. If it lias flot liitlucrto
been colouizcd te, any extent, flic blamie for stich ncglcct of flic intcrests
of' lîunanity must bc clîa'ged te flic Iiudson's Bay Company wlîose
policy, howcver -vorthy and mnenit rions eachi leadiiag mieînbcr is we'll
kaown to be, is necessarily hostile to cvery enter prise thie is flot
calculated to pî'cscrve and inecase filc profitable breed of mnartens.
beavers, musk-rats, foxes, wvild cats and othier vermin, togctheir with
flic aboî'igiîîal races in f hemr rude state, wiio arc flie bcst hunters of'
sucl eanim'aIs and the nxost expert h)uiWcyois of skias and ttirs flor flie
great fiir-dealinîg company.

THE SASKATCHIEWAN COUNTRY.

Thîis extensive territory stretelies fî'om flic borders of flic gYrailifiv
plateau already alluded to. and roin wlîiclî is :sepaîraf cd by aL chxalu


