" the bands of his creditors,

YOHN BRISBEN, NOBLEMAN.

Colonel George W. Symonds, in the ‘Detroit Free
Press,” says the Governor })udoncd John Brisben, a Peni.
tentiary cunvict, to-day. He was sent up from Bourbon for
fifteen years for forgery, and had ten years yet to serve.
Our readers are familinr with the history of this case, and
the humane action of his Excellency will be genenally com-
mended. — Franktort (Ky) Voeman

I read this little paragraph, and my mied went back six
years. 1 knew John Brisben, and I also knew his twin
brother Joseph. 1 wastamiiar with the detais ot the action
that placed Joho Brusben in & feloa’s cell, and ngow when
the sad affair is brought back to my mind so vividly I must
wnte it out, for never before have 1 met, 1o prose ot poetry,
in real life or in rumance, a greater hero than plain, matter-
of-fact John Brisben,

The Brisbens came of good stock. 1 think the great
grandfather of my hero emigrated to Kentucky when Ken.
ton's station, between the present city of Maysville and the
historic old town of Washington. was the principal settle.
ment on the “ datk acd bloow, ground,” He came from
Upper Peansylvania and lccated about five miles from the
Ohio River, on Limestone Creek. He was an industrious,
strong-hmbed, 1ron-hearted old fellow, and 13 a few years
his sarroundings were of the most comfortable description.
Oae of his sons, Edwin Brisben, once represented Kentucky
in the Fedral Congress. I think he was the grandfather of
John and Joseph Brisben. Their father’s name was Samuel,
and hedied when they were little children, leaving his widow
an excellent blue.grass farm and a snng little fortune in
stocks, bonds, and mortgages. The widow remained un-
married until ber death, Mrs. Samuel Brisben was 2 good
woman, aod she idolized her twin boys. Like most twins,
the brothers resembled each other in a striking manner, and
even intimate acquaintances could not tell them apart. But
although the physical resemblance was so strong there was
great dissimilarity in the disposition of the twins. Joseph
Brisben was very surly and morose, sometimes cunning and
revengeful. He was withal a dreamer and enthusiast; a
man well learned in books, a brilliant, {rothy talker when
he chose to be sociable (which was seldom), a splendid
horseman, and 2 most excellent shot. John Brisben, on the
contrary, was cheerful and bright, honourable and forgiving.
He was a2 man of high moral principle, intensely practical
and methodical, cared little for books and although he said
but little, was a splendid companion. He was a poor horse-
man, and I don't thiok he ever shot a gun in his life. He
saw nothing of the poetry of life, and as for sport, be en.
joyed bimself only when hard at work. He loved his
brother, and when they were boys togather suffered pua-
ishment many times, and uncowplaisingly, that *Jodic"
might go scot free. His life was therefore a constant sacra.
fice, but the object of this loving adoration made but shabby
returns for this unselfish devotion,

They were twenty years old when their mother died
very suddenly.  Joseph made a great pretence of grief,
and was 3o hysterical at the grave that he had to be
1ed away.

{ohn, on the contrary, never demonstrative, took the great
afliction wuth bis customary coolness. e said but hittle,
and shed no tears,

The property left to the boys was conuuderable. The day
they were twenty-one years old, the trustees met and made
scttiement. There was the blue-grass farm, valued at
$50,000, and $100,000 in wellanvested securities, which
could be turned into money.  Joseph demanded 2 diwsion.

*¢ Jou can take the farm, Jack,” he said. 1 was pever
c;hn:.r out for a farmer. Give me $75,000 in money for my

y

So this sort of division was made. John continuzd on at
the homestead, working o his plain, msthodical way, and
slowly adding to tus shate of the money what he conld ruse
out of the profits of the farm. Joseph, with his newly
acquired wealth, set up an establishment at the aearest town,
and 2 life of pleasare of the grosser sort.  His brother
gave him Do advice, for he knew it was unseless.  Joseph
speat his mooey with great prodigality, and before he knew
it he was 2 begiar.  In the meantime, Jobn's $25,000 had
doubled itself. Oac day Joseph came to him with 2 fall
coafession of his pecuniary troubles,

«Jack,” he said, “I am not only 2 beggar, but I am
heanily in debt. Help me out, like a good fellow, 2nd 1
will settle down and begin life in sober carpest.  With my
capaaty for business, I can soon make moaey enough to
1cpay you. I have sown my wild oats, and with a little
'hﬁ lp 'I' can soon recovet all that I have squandered so fool-
ishly.

For an aniwer, John Brisben placed his pame to an order
for the $25,000 he had earned 3o laborionsly.

* Will that be enough, Jodic,” he asked, ** because I bave
as much more, which you can have if it is necessary.”

** This will be sefhiaent, old fellow,” was the reply.  ** In
two years 1 will pay it beck.” .

e went back to tow, drew his money, paid his debts,
20!d sox¢ of his horses, and ducharped several of hus servants,
Twenty thoasand dollars was left out of the loan. Hein-
vested this i basiness, and for 2 wkile scemed to haverexlly
reformed.  Joha was cocouraged to say :

** Jodie will come out all right. He is smartes than I,
x0d ia five years he will be worth mese money than I could
make 1 2 hife-tine,”

In less than three years Jmh Brisben's affairs were in

sheriff’s officers closed omt
his basioess.  Again he tured to his brother for help and
syopathy. .

*T own that T managed a triflc carelessly,” be 3aid,
way of explanation. ** Experience is a dexr teacher,
the lespoa I have lcarned I shall never focget.  If yo< come
to my asustance oow 1 can soon secover m; "

Once more John Brisben placed hisazme to a cheque pay- | the

able to the order of his brother, and Joscph catered into
basiness agzin. In two yoars he was & bankrapt.

me out of this trouble, and I will live with you on the farm.
I shall succeed as a farmer.”

It took all of John Brisben's hoard to pay his brother’s
dcll:lls, but he made no complaint, uttered no reproach. He
naid:

*Y am glad you are coming back to the {arm, Jodie.
You need do no work, and we shall be very happy togeiher.”

So Joseph took up hus residence at the farm, and remem-
bering his brother's words, devoted his time principally to
hunting, fishing, and nding about the country.

In the meanuune, John Brsben had fallen in love, and the
daughter of a neighbouring farmer, Compton by name, was
his promised wife, Being & man of stnict honour himself,
and haviog luti cunbidence i lus biviser, be dd oot object
when Joseph began to pay his affianced very marked atten-
tion.

1 am giad he likes het,” he thought. *I am 30 busy
on the farm that I have little time for pleasure, and Alice is
s0 fond of amusement.”

One night joseph came to him as the shadows of the
evening were beginning to fall. There was a triumphant
ring in bis voice as he spoke.

¢+ Jack, old boy.” he said, heldiog out his hand, * congra-
tulate me. I think that frum to-day I can date the begin-
ni_t;g't')fa pew life. Alice Compton has promised to be my
wife.

He was too much ¢ngrossed with his new happiness to see
the effect of this announcemect &s portrayed on Joha's face.
He did not notice how the stropg man’s hand trembled in
his own.

¢*Is this true ? ” faltered John at last.

“Why, of course it is. Are you not glad? We love
each other, and shall be very happy.”

¢* We love each other and shall be very happ{." repeated
John mechanically, and all the sunshine of his life sunk be-
hind the heavy clouds of despair. ¢ Yes, Jodie, I am glad,
and I wish you long yeass of happiness.”

He turned away, and staggered, rather than walked to his
own room. He did not stir all night. Oace a deep, sob-
bing groan stiuggled to his lips, and the moonbeams strug-
gling through the window, fell full upon his face, and sur-
prised two great tears stealing down his pale checks. He
brushed away this evidence of weakness and sorrow, and
when the moirow came, no one looking into his calm,
screne cyes would have guessed how hard was the battle
that had been fought and won in that lonely chamber.

They were marricd, and the man rejected by the bride and
supplanted by the groom was the first to congratulate the
newly married pair. A vacant houss on the farm was fitted
vp for their receplion and John Brisben's money paid for
the foraishing.

“ Hereafter, Jodie,” he said, *‘ we will divide the profits
of the farm. 1 don't need much, arnd you shall have the
larger share,”

Ten years d away, and John Brisben, an old man
before his time, still wotked from dawn tiil dark that his
brother might play the gentleman and keep in comfort the
Iarge family which the years bad drawn arcund him. It
bad becn nccessary to mortgage the old homesiead to mise
movney to pay Joseph's gambling debts, for of late years he
had played heavily, and had invariably lost.

Oxnc day—it was in the summer of 1871—=2 forged check
was prescoted at one of the banks of the shire town, by
Joseph Brisben, and the money for which it called was un-
hesitatingly paid over to him. He was unde: the influence
of liquor at the time, and deeply interested in 2 game of
cards for high stakes, which was in p The check
was for $2,5c0 I think. Before daylight the next morning
Joseph Brisben had lust every dollar of it To drowa his
chagrin he became beastly drunk, and while in this condition
sn officer - anrived and apprebended him for forgery acd
uttering a forged check. The prisoner was confined to g=ol,
and word of his disgrace was sent to John Brisben. The
lattes read the m:s:a‘fc and a mist came over his eyes. He
groaned aadibly, and but for a strong effort of the will would
have fallen to the floor, 50 weakened was he by the shock.

+*She must not know it,” he said to himself, and he made
instant preparations to visit his brother.  When he reached
the paol he was 2dmitted to the cell of the wretched criminal.
The brothers remained together several hours.  What
during the interview will pever be koown. When John
Bnisben emerged from the gaol he went straight to the magis-
trate who kad issued the warrant for the apprebession of
Joseph Brisben.

« Squire,” he said in his slow, hesitating way.
have made 2 wistake.”

* Jo what way, Mr. Brisbena 1™ asked the magistrate, who
had 2 high tegard for his visitor.

** You have caused the armrest of an innocent man.”

¢ Bat—"" began the magistrate,

¢ Issuc an orde: for my brother's ipstant relesse. Heis
inznocant of the intent to do wrong. 1 am (he guilly man.
I forged the name of Charles Ellison to the check which be
uttered. He did not koow that it was 2 forgery.”

“You!l" cried theastounded magistrate. ** Youn a forger
—impossible.”

* Nothing it impossible in these days,"” said the white-
baired old man, sternly. *°1 alone am guilty. My brothe:
is ianocent.”

So stoctly did be aver that he was the forger, that the
magistrate reloctantly issued a warmraot for his arrest, and at
the same time wrots an order to the gzoler for the relexse of
Joseph Brisben.

s d’ constable will be in s003,"” s2id the magistnte , but
the old hero picked op both the papers.

+X will not trouble him,” he said : I will execute both
papcn-"

Andkedid, Handiug the gaoler both papers he explained
their meaning thus:

% They bave made » mistake. It is Iwho am 20 be your
prisonct. My beother is inpoceat.”

Accordingly Joscph Brisben was released and returned to
otn remained at gaol = prisoner. Whea the
extnaordisary afizit became kpown, incat citi-

“You

e farm.
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MISCELLANECTUS. ¢« 1 shall never succeed in businese, Jack,” hesaid. *‘Help | not accept their kind offices. At the trial he pleaded guilly,

and was senteoced to fifteen years’ imprisonment at hard
Iabour in the pepitentiary, Joseph came to see him before
ke was removed to Frankfort, but their interview was &
privateone.

Joseph Brisber remained at the farm, but he was &
chanped man. From the day of his release from gaol down
to the ume of his death, he was never known to 1uch a
card, and & drop of liquor never passed his lips.  Last April
he died, and his contession, duly swom to before a Justice
of the Peace, was made public after his bunal. In sub.
stance, it was this. That he was guilty of the forgery, for
which his heroic brother was scifering a long imprisorment,

“ It was my brother's wish, not mine,"” reads the document,
** He insisted that he, who had nu ties of Lloud vt marriage,
could better suffer the punishment and disgrace than I :ﬁ:o
had dcrendcut upon me a Jarge family."”

Noble Joha Brisben ! Of such stuff ate heroes made.

NATURE'S LADY.

Three years she grew in sun and shower,
Then pature said, ¢ A lovelier flower
Oa carth was never sown 3
This child 1 to myself will take,
She shall be mine, and 1 will make
A ladvy of my own.

** Myself will to my darhng be
Bothlaw and impulse ; and with me
The Girl, in rock and plaip,
In eatth and heaven, 10 plade and bower,
Shall feel an overseeing power
To kindle or restrain.

*¢ She shall be sportive as the fawn

That wild with glee across the lawn
Or up the mountain springs;

And hers shall be the breathing balm,

And hers the silence and the calm
Of mute inscnsate things.

¢ The floating clouds their state shall lend
To her ; for her the willows bend ;
Nor shzll she {ail to see
Even in tic motions of the stora
Grace that skall mould the maiden's form
By silent sympathpx

* The stars of midpight shall be cear
To her; and she shall lean her car
Ia maoy a secret place
Where rivalets dance their wayward round,
And beauty born of murmuring sound
Shall pass into her face.”

THE DIAMOND.

A wntes in the London ** Chemical News * thinks he has
solved the question of the ongin 2ud formation of the dia-
nwond—it being due, be argues, to the fact that the carbon-
aceous matter of fossils, such as plants and animal remains,
has been dissolved by highly heated water, aided by great

ressure existing in the crust of the earth. The fact is well
Enown that highly heated water, aided by pressure, can dis-
solve silica, asin the geysers of Iceland, etc., whers it is
formed around the mouth of the vent; and there are also
the experimental researches of De Senarmont 2od others, on
the amufidal production of crystalizsd micerals. as gquantz,
mispickel, corundum, heavyspar, eic., by the prolonged
action of watcr at high temperatures and pressures. On
these grounds, therefore, it is urged that no reason existswhy
highly heated water, ot water gax, should not have the power
of disolviog the carbonaccous matter of fossiliferous plants
and ammazls, acd thes, un woling, depositing the carboo ia
ggc cxygallizcd conditiun, forming the gem koown as the

iamond.

FACK, THE CHICAGO FIRE DOG.

Jack goes to all the fires, and is first to hear the bozz of
the telegraph. If apon the third floor whea the call comes,
heis the first member of the company down. He never
dresses, but poes to the fire asheis. He always manages
to mun down the first flight of stairs like 21 ordi
Christian ; but in hiz anxicty to get to the horses, he invan-
ably molls down the second flight.  He drives the horses to
the pole, and ruas ahead of them barking.  Jack is koown
to thousands of persons, and his barkiog iaforms them that
there is a fire in the district.  He clears the street for the
cogine better than 2 man conld.  He is always first ia the
bailding. At night, he looks for 2 fireman’s light ; 20d often
wken the smoke is thick and he cancot be seen, the men
know he is about by hearing him snecze. If thereisa fire
20d the apparatus docs not go out, Jack sits down and bowls
in his disappointment, and cries as if his heast was broken.
Sometimes the hozses step 02 him, bat he keeps o three
legs 2nd sces the fire out, bat, often, when he gets heme,
beislaid up for days. He has been koown togo up and
down an iron fise-escape, and walk up aad down a peaked
roof that was at an angle of forty-five degrees.  He will go
anywhere the mea do. At home he is fastidious, disliking
the smell of the smoke when the stove is lighted. When
the floo: is beiop scrubbed, Jack goes across the strect, where
he sets ap a howling uatil the cleansiog operation is over.
Bet, at fires, he does not mind the deasest swmoke or the
heaviest shower-baths.—Jnfen Ovoen,

A VERMONT villager has his walk and froat yard paved
with headstoacs {rom a cexetery.

Tux recovery of an old fpzmbmmt mauscript of Dea.
teronomy dated 800 B.C. from a Bedosin tribe, bythe
Palestine Exploration Food, will be very gratifyiog to all

zens offered to £o oo the accused men's bond, bat e would l Biblical students.



