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SHEEP AND SWINE.
THE WINTER PIGS.

Notwithstanding it is conceded by most breeders
and farmers that winter is not a desirable season
in which to have suws farrow, there are, from one
cause and another, a considerable number evary
year that have their pigs in the most inclement
portion of the year. So far as our observation
goes, the pigs born in November, December and
January do not, on most farms, pay for the extra
feed, labour and vexation expended on them;
February pigs are not very desirable, though in
many cases, if they are inevitable, vigilance and
judicious care will make them, to some extent,
profitable. Aside from the great risk of losing
the pigs farrowed in winter, owing to their extreme
sensitiveness to cold and of being overtaxed, there
is the great drawback of having the sow in such
a condition that she cannot possibly produce a
litter of pigs in that most desirable of all seasons,
early spring. To those who may be so unfortu-
nete, or fortunate, as to be beoked for a consign-
ment of juvenile porkers within the next sixty
days, we would say, make the best of a bad bar-
gain and endeavour to save all the best of them,
bearing in mind that six that are well suckled
and kept in vigorous growth are worth more than
nine or ten frost-bitten and poorly nourished.

The sow should be provided with a comfortable
pest, made s0, not by a great pile of long and
tangled bedding, but by baving it well roofed
over, and so banked up or otherwise enclosed as to
werd off wind, snow, and rain, though so arranged
as to admit every ray of sunlight possible. Sun-
shine is life, and cold and dampness in winter aro
death to & well-bred pig. A scantling rail or pole
should be fixed six to twelve inches from the floor,
according to the size of tho sow, and six or eight
inches from the wall, to prevent the pigs being
crushed against the wall. Somebody—the owner
if possible—should be on band to sce that the pig
when born does not wander in the wrong direc-
tion, but at once finds where 1t may got a draught
of its motker's milk, which will do more towards
tiding him over the first and most cntical thirty-
siz bours of his whole life than can be donce by all
the scicoce and ingenuity of man. The sow,
whea she first leaves the nest, will be fevenish,
and should hase some thin slop o drink, which,
after & few days, ray be made thicker with more
bran 2nd meal. Dry corn is poor feed for a sow
suckling pigs, though a small ratien of it answers
well to meke up a variety  Care shonld be taken
to avoid over-feeding tho sow, or causiog her
appetite to become cloyed, as the flow of milk is
thereby much diminished, and the well-doing of
the pigs proportionately checked.

The bedding shonld bo changed as often as it
boecomes foal, and the pigs kept as much as pos-
siblo from mad and filth. If all goes well with
them they way be as large and thnfty by the -
lowing Christmas as those bomn in the smiling
spring-time.—Breala’s Gazde.

BREARING PRAIRIE WITH SHEETD.

Do yoa hitch them up ? No, sir, we fence them
up. Five shoep will break an acre in two years,
or 590 sheep will break 100 acres in t®o years,
bes:des manuringthe land and keeping themsclves
during tho summer, all they nced 15 a feace to
enclose them and waler to dnnk. They do the
best kand of work, can't be Leat.  Our expenence
in this Xind of work is as follows:

My flock consista «f abeut 300 aheep. Two
years ago I fenced in abeut 150 acres of wild
prairie and used it for shicep pastare. Tho pes-
tare was good undillast sammer. 1 did not think
for cue moment bat ke blue jount grass was all

right (it has immense and numerous roots which
are sent down deep in the soil) and I supposed
was good for ten or fifteen years pasturage, but I
accidentally discovered last fall that the closo
pasturage of the snecp had killed it, tho roots
weore rotted and on putting in the plough the
mellowest soil & farmer could desire was turned
up. My sheep in two years had broke over 100
acres, I am now (March) having it ploughed, and
in hiring some done I found the party would pre-
fer ploughing in this pasture, than ** back-set-
ting " Iast summer's breaking. I estimate the
value to the one hundred acres added by the sheop
at 600 dollars; 200 dollars in killing the prairie
grass, and 400 dollars per acre in their manure.
1 suppuse it is of greater value thau this, but it is
cortainly this. Of cours: hreaking prairie with
sheep is another and new source of profitin these
most valuable animals on the farm, and I place it
on record to their credit. I have just pulled down
and removed over two miles of 6 wire, 3 smooth
and 8 barbed fence, and just as soon as the frost
is out, I shall fence a new pasture on the wild or
unbroken prairic for my sheep. On looking it
over ] find my fencing costs me about 250 dol-
lars per mile. In two years I have got back 800
dollars per mile by pastoring my sheep on the
land fenced. Looking at it in this light it seems
to be quite a profitable thing to pasture sheep. I
suppose the wire will last ten years yet. I must
confess this adds a new value to sheep and isa
new idea to me. My farm is on the * Slope” in
Western Yows.—Cor. Towwa Farmer.

OVERFEL PIGS.

When young pigs are sick it msy be preity
certsinly understood that they have been overfed.
The general treatment of pigs scems to be based
upon the idea that they are naturally greedy and
glutionous animals, and that this habit should be
cocouraged as much as possible. Hence all the
diseases which so fregaently affect pigs. When
young a pig is & tender animal, with a stomach
not much larger than that of a human infant
about as old, and yet people will cram tke hittle
creature with sour elop, grease, milk, and com
meal until it can swallow nv mure. And when
the pig is sick one wonders wha! is the matter.
We do not feed lambs or calves, or colts, in that
fashion, hence these are rarely diseased. Congb
end difficulty of breathing is caused by indigestion,
and the common disease of which partial paralysis
of the hind parts is tho chief symptom, and which
is cercbro-spinal meningitis, is caused by indiges.
tion and malnutrition, which cause disturbance
of the circulation and congestion on the brain
and spinal marrow, with loss of nervous power.
The treatment is to give 8 dose of salts and one
scraplo of saltpetre daily afterwand, and feed very
spatiogly.—Dublin Farmer's Gazctte.

INCREASING MUTTON PRODUCTION,

To increase the clement of mautton production
in those flocks that have hitherto been devoted
primarily, if not exclusively, to the produchon of
wool, nced not be a difficult or unprefitable ven.
tare. The form, size, and covering of thoe sheep,
are s0 readily controlled by the intelligent broeder,
that but & fow yoars will bo found necessary for
developing good mutton under just cuch flecces as
he ficds it most profitable to grow. This may
necessitato a reduction in the number of ammals
on farms already hearily stocked, and will cer-
tainly require more ¢ forcing ** than many feeders
now practice; but il intelligently pursued will
make possibie a profitable fataro to owners who

are 5 conplaining of the unfavourable mar-
fin between the cost and selling value of flock
prodacts. American flock-owners have demon-

strated that Morino shoop aro entitled to’ high
consideration for their mutton-yielding capabili-
ties, and hence the blood of such flocks necd not
be changed in tho process of carcass development.
Other types have an advantage in precocity, avd
aro exempt from the prejudice that the Merino is
forced to encounter in markets where its merits
aro not known and appreciated at full value.
While cofidently leaving the kind of sheep to be
kept to bo determined in the light of intelligence
and experience of breeders, L'he Gazette but sceks
to emphasize the fact that the sheep husbandry
of the near future cannot profitably maintain
itself in all sections of the country withont due
regard to cconomic facts herein hinted at, and
which will become more apparent every year,
until they cannot be ignored by the most indiffer-
ent observer.— Breeder's Gazette, Chicago.

HOW HUGS ARE GRADED.

The following is the grading of hogs when they
are assorted for market :

Pigs are light and thin, averaging 60 to 150 1bs.,
and are really but light stockers.

Skips are better in quality—fit to kill—and
weigh 120 to 135 lbs., too thin and light for York-
ers.

Yorkers are fat and smooth, and should weigh
170 to 210 )bs, snd to sell well should be uni-
form.

Mixed packing hogs are irregular in weight and
in quality, from rough to smooth, and from 210
to 800 lbs. in weight.

Butcher hogs arg uniformly fat and smooth,
usaally selected for these qualities, and run from
Yorker weight, or 200 lbs., to 800 1lbs., or more.
—Farmer's Beview.

TALUE OF SALT FOR SHEEP.

Mr. Russell, of Horton, England, says the
London Farm and Home, provides salt as well as
frosh weter, so that his sheop may have access to
it whether the weatber be wet or dry. If this
were done generally those wholesale losses which
are now suffered would not be experienced. Salt
acts as o condiment, and1s no doubt an appetizer ;
bat it also does something more in quickening
the action of the internal organic system, and
preventing the generation of internal parasives.

Two small hogs, maturing carly, are more pro-
fitable than one large one.

It is said 8 dip, of water one gallon, benzine
cight ounces, and cayenne pepper two ounces, will
kill vermin on sheep.

A mvr-sLoop Cotswold ewe belonging to -,
Tennessee farmer lat 'y dropped four lambs, sll
of which are livit;

A coop preparation to merk shesp without
injury to the wool, is said to be thirty large spoon-
fuls of linseed oil, two ounces of litharge and ono
ounco of lamp black, 21l boiled together.

Cozx can be made to reach a good deal farther
by grinding before feeding, as the experienco of
carcful feeders will testify.  The gaia by adopting
this plan will much more than pay for the tronble
if any quantity of stock is fed.

Bora for its cffiect upon fatlening and upon
health, a small amount of lesched wood aghes
shoald be given to swine. The food without this
is rich in phosphoric acid, but has little lime, and
the equivalent ghonld be thus supplied. —Ex.

To cure rot in sheep the following salvo is
recommerded: Graduslly dissolve four ounces
best honey, {o which add one bali ounce Armenian
bole: then stir in two vances of burat alum re-
duced to powder, and add as much fish, or train
o1], as will convert the mass into a salve.



