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tlon or consecration.” Nevertheless forms
for dedicatory or consecration services are
very generally In use,  Would it not be well
to see to it that such services do not incul-
cate the popish doctrine of relative holiness ?
The above may serve to show the propriety
both of revising our present Directory and

* bringlog before the Church in some way

those {brmas already provided, which are
unobjectionable and may be used with
profit,

Tte recommendations of the report
sperk for themselves. And it seems only
necessary in closing to insist that, while by
revisiog the Directory, and providing forms
of servcie that may be used on sacramental
and special occaslons, it is understood that
every minister is ** left to his liberty as God
shall direct and enable him in piety and
wisdom to discharge his duty,” whether this
be done by free prayer and extempore ex-
hortation, or In the use of forms whether
prepared by himself or taken from other
sources.

Dundas, Oat., Nov., 1896.

GIVING.

———

BY REV. EDWIN WILSON.

Your giving is ihe gauge of your love.
The consclentious Christian examines the
Word of God to get God’s mind about right
It Is from this that he
gets instructlon for observing the Lord's
Supper. Why not consult this wonderfully
safe Book in reference to glving ? There is
no safety apart from its pages; if God’s
benediction 1is esteemed of value, God's
Book is the only source of direction for His
children for right living and right giving.
The crying need of our Church to.day is
“better livers and better glvers.”

Two questions might be propounded by
our usually grave, but not always wise elders,
to every one seeking-acmission into the
Churcb, What are you goiog to do? What
are you going to give ?

Perbaps you have read of the man who
gave $1 000 to the lawyer to save his land,
$100,000 to the doctor to save his body, and
len cents to the preacher to save his soul.
Doubtiess also you have heard of the maon
who would neither do nor give aoything for
the Lord’s work., His pastor asked him if
he would not take part in the prayer meet-
iog? Hse said, ¢ No, the dying thief never
did” ¢ Well,” said the pastor, *‘ won't
you visit the sick?” *‘No,” sald the man,
“the dying thief never did.” ¢ Won't yon
give something for the Lord's work,” said
the faithful man of God? * No,"” said the
mav, the dying thief never gave anything.”
“Well,” said the pastor, ¢ do you know the
difierence between you and the dying thiet "

No,” said the man, “Idonot.” I will
tell you, then,” said the preacher, ‘‘he
was a dying thlef, and vou are a living
one.”

Paul saﬂ, Ephesians v. 1, 2, “ Be ye
followers of God as dear children and walk
Inlove, as Christ also hath loved us, and
bath given Himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God as a sweet smellipg savour.”
Here we see the apostle's exhortation by
the Holy Ghost is to follow God, Christ be-
iog set forth as the visible example, who
gave Himself for us an offering and a sacrl-
fice to God. * For God so loved the world
that H: gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Bim should not
perish, but have everlasting life.,” This
Scripture presents the thought of Godasa
giver, Gad loved and He GAVE, We believe
and have. It illiberal and penuriousitisa
grave question as to our belleving and
having.

A few simple thoughts- are suggested to
govern the child of God in giving :—1st,
Give gratefully. Jesus.said it is more blessed
to glve than to recelve. Not as a hardship,
not grudgingly, not as a duty merely, not be-
cause you ought to, not because some one

said yon ooght to give, but out of an over-

flowing heart as to Him from whom all
blessings flow.
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2nd. Give Voluntarily, This you will
be sure to do if you give gratefully. Don't
walt for the deacons to solicit your subscrip-
tion, Gladden the pastor’s heart by going to
bim at the first of the year and sayiog to
him: “Pastor, I am going to give so much
a week for the year 1897, The pastor’s beg-
ging sermons will never grate harshly on
your sensibilities if you have forestalled his
asking by your spontaneous giving.

3+d. Give Proportionately. Notin pro-
portion to what others give butin proportion
to what God has given you.

4th. Give Systematically, Not at ran.
dom ; not when you feel like it ; plan for it
as you plan to purchase something for your-
self. Observe the Holy Ghost's directions
in1Cor.xvl, 2: **Upon the first day of
the week let every one of you lay by him in
store as God bath prospered.” Plan for it
wih God in your plans.

5th. Wisely. Do not of necessity give
to every object for which you are solicited ;
discriminate, weigh the arguments offered,
pray about it, go to God for wisdom, for
He says: “1f any of you Jack wisdom let
him ask of God that giveth to all men liber-
ally and upbraideth not, and it shall be
given him,” Give, but wisely.

6th. Promptly. Don't hesitate when you
are sure of having the Lord’s mind. The
Kiog's business requires haste, Delays here
may be baneful in thelr efizct upon those
to whom you ought to give. The reflex
effect upon yourself is hurtfal. Give
promptly.

7.h. Give Cheezfully. Why? For God
loveth a cheerful giver, 2 Cor. ix. 7. Every
man according as he pusrposeth in his heart,
so let him give ; not grudgingly or of neces.
sity, for God loveth a cheerful giver.

Let these simple lines suggest better
ways, better rules, a better, more intelligent
basls for your giving. 1f you want blessing
to grow out of your giviog get God’s mind for
yoor guide, Let your glving be characteriz-
ed by spontaneity.

If you are a child of God and look with
misgiviog upon the methods often employed
by the Church in gathering funds for the
Lord’s work, set the example of scriptural
giving, and give from a beart overflowing
with love : Gratefully, Voluntarily, Propor-
tionately, Systematically, Wisely, Promptly
and Cheerfully.

Springfield, Nov., 1896.

J——

SYNOD OF MANITOB4A AND
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

This Synod met in Kuox Church, Winnipeg,
on the evening of the 1oth ult. After devotional
exercises and sermon by the retiting Moderator,
Rev. Alexander Matheson, of Springfield, the
court was constituted, and, on motion of Rev.
Principal King, the Rev. Joseph Hogg, of St.
Andrew’s Church, Winnipeg, was unanimously
elected Moderator, who returned thanks for the
honour confered upon him by his biethren.

SRCOND DAY.

After an hour spent in devotional exercises it
was sgrced that as last year the travelling ex-
penses of members of Synod be equalized and a
committee was appointed for that purpose.

A report was presented from the trustees of the
Nesbit Academy which showed that for want of a
suitable building vo gitls’ school bad as yet been
established. A committee on this report subse-
quently recommended that a beginning of teach-
ing work should be made before a building was
procured. The assets of the committee amount-
ed to §$2,821.

Rev. Piiacipal King reported for the com.
mittee on the maintenance of Manitoba College
by the Synod of Manitoba and the North-west
Territories and British Columbia. The report
was a cheering one, the amount contributed for
the College by these Syaods during the past year
being almost double that of a year ago. Oa the
year ‘ending May last $5,276 ‘was-the amount
given for this object, of which $4.816 came from
the Synod of Manitoba and the Nosth-west Terri-
tories. ‘This amount iacluded jaterest on $1,200
given by the United Presbyterian Church of
Scotland for theological education.  After paying
certain salaries there was left & balance -on hand
of $354. Contributions from individusls and con-

gregations had increased materially during the
year, a3 for instance $540 to $550 more of such
contributions had come from Winnipeg this year
than last. The Board of the College, on the re.
commendation of the committee, had agreed that
the contributions of individuals and congregations
of the Western Synods should go to the mainten.
ance of the College as a whole and not for the
Theological department only. The Endowment
Fund now smounts to $46,715. The general
work of the College Dr. Kiog reported as excel-
lent. The number of students last year, inclusive
of twenty-seven or twenty-eight in theology, had
been over 200, and this year by Christmas there
will be that number, not including those in theo-
togy, and of that 200 probably sixty will have
study for the ministey in view. Although the
students of Manitoba College had those of four
other colleges to compete with, they had carried off
almest the balf of the money value of the scholar-
ships awarded at the university examinatioas.
Several members of 8ynod spoke in warm terms
of the work of Dr. King and his fellow professors,
and exptessed sympathy with Prof. Hart in his
illness and absence from the work for the time.
A committee to which this teport was referred sub-
sequently reported along the line of Prof. King's
rematks and report. At this stage it was inti-
mated that the time was near when another theo-
logical professor should be appointed to the
College. Thanks were felt by all to be due to
Rev. Professors McLaren, D.D., F. R. Beattie,
D.D., of Louisville, Kentucky; and Dr. Adam
Smith, Glasgow, for their valuable servjces.

The evening was given up to the consideration
of and addresses upon the Foreign and Home
Mission work of the Church. Ia the absence of
Rev. Prof. Hast, Prof. Baird presented the report
on Foreign Missions. Other speakers were Rev.
M. C. Rumball and D. Curswell. The Home
Mission report, a most interestiog one, was pre-
sented by Rev. C. W. Gordon. In the Synod
are 111 missions, 440 preaching places or stations,
an average Sabbath attendance of 13,123 ; 4,077
Presbyterian families; 1,463 single persons and
5,359 communicants. These stations conttibuted
$30,000 for the suppost of ordinances, and in their
aid the Home Mission Committee of the Church
gave $16,500. Rev.Messrs. D.Muaro,Carmichsel,
Lang and Ross,of British Columbia,gave addressea.
The latter said that in places the condition of
things spiritually was very bad. The Church
was making an impression; the country was better
morally and spititually than it was ten years ago.
There were great difficulties, but the work was
most interesting. Men ot ability, not boys, wete
peeded for the missions.

TUHIRD DAY,

An appeal case occupied the chief part of the
forecoon of this day. Dr. DaVal reported for
the Committee on Church Life and Work, and on
the following day a committee to which this re-
port was teferred reported upon it. The subject
of arrears in salaries was fully discussed in con-
nection with & report presented by Rev. My,
Faiqubarson. The Home Mission geport was
discussed faithfully at length andseveral import.
ant recommendations approved of. During this
discussion, and oo several occasions during the
Synod, the invaluable setvices of Rev. Dr.
Robertson were referred to.

At the evening sederunt the repott of the
Committee on Sabbath Schools was presented by
Rev. Alxander Hamilton, of Stonewall. Includ-
ing five Indian schools, 182 out of 206 kuown to
exist reported. The report was encouragiog and
showed an increase of thirty-thtee per cent. Mr,
Hamiltoo dwelt io detail upon the subject, and
Rev. Messts. Arch, Matheson, Qu 'Appelle, Dr.
Bryce and Rev. J. G. McKechnie also gave ad-
dresses.

The report on Young People’s Societies, also a
most interesting one, was givea by Rev. R. G,
MacBeth, Winnipeg, which, with its accompany-
ing address haviog appeared in our columns, we
need not further sefer to. Other speakerson this
subject were Rev. Messts. Henry, Brandon, and
Wright, of Portage 1a Praitie.

FOURTH DAY.

On the morping of this day Rev. Principal
King, as convener, reported op the subject of
Sabbath Observance. Oge or two committees re-
ported, which, heing of only local importance, need
not be dwelt upon here. Standing committees for
the year were appointed. In 2 few words closing
the 14th annual session, the Moderator said the
Synod had reason to be grateful for the condition
of the Church. Though some things had been
reported which were not just what might have
been desired, they should thank God for the past
and take courage for the future. There was
cause for gratitude that in so large a body of min-
isters no obituary notices had been brought for.
ward. He prayed that God would spare them to
meet again in aunual session.

Prayer was offered by Principal King, some
verses of & pselm were sung, ¢ Pray that Jerusa-
Jem may bave peace and felicity,” etc., the
Moderator pronounced the benediclion and de-
clared the Synd adjourned to-moeet next yesr in
Westminster Church on the second Tuesday in
November,
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Dec, i3th, | CAUTIONS ACAINST INTEMPERANCE.

Proverbs
xxiliszg28

Gotoen TexT.—1 Prov. xxiii . 21,
MuMmory VERSES.~19.21,
CATECHISM.=~Q. 7375,

HoMe READINGS. — 2. Prov. xxiit: 1.14. T,
Prov. xxiii ¢ 1§.25. #¥. Prov. xxiii : 26-35. 74.
Isa. ve 1-22. A Hab,ii: g17. S. Dan.i: 1.
15.  Sah. Gal. v: 16-26.

For thz last time this year, we turn to Solo-
mon's book of wisdom for our lesson. Twice al-
ready this quarter have we noticed the character-
istics of the book of Proverbs, and the main
lioes along which its aimonitions and warnings
run.  Therefore we shall come this time immedi.
ately to our lesson, and shall try to aresuoge its
tboughts under the heads, “* A Wise Son’ and
** A Glad Father.”

I. A Wise Son.—As is usual in the book
of Proverbs we have the wise sayings and warnings
put in the form of an address from a patent to his
son ¢ **My son, if thou be wise, my heart shall
rejoice, even mine.” And then certain marks of
this wisdom are pointed out, There is first of all
this mark—a wise son is one who measures things
at their true worth, and is not mi.led by any
mere promise of good. He is one whose way is
separated from the way of sinners so completely
that he does not even envy them their seeming
pleasures and apparent prosperity. It is so easy
for the experienced man of the world to be mis-
led as to the true worth of any course of conduct
by the promise of some immediate return for the
effort put forth ; how much easier for the young
and inexperienced. Because the man who
chooses sinful ways scems to be enjoying himself,
because 1t may be that ways that are wrong
and dishonest seem to conduce to rapid ad-
vancement in the things of this world, the young
man is sometimesled into *‘ envying sinners.”’ Bat
the wise youth will not be misled, he logks he-
yond the immediate results to the end to which
these things lead. e sees that there must come
an end to the seeming prosperity of thewrong-doer,
and that the one whose hope is ia his integtity,
maintained by the gracs of God, will pever have
his ** expectation cut off,”” Therefore be chooses
the way of righteousness, having an eye to *“ the
recompense of reward.” Then & second thing
that marks the wise son is that he keeps out of
bad company. Sometimes we hear people talk-
ing as though they could make boon companions
of the vile and unclean and still maintain their
rectitude. It cannot be done. ¢ Who can touch
pitch and not be defiled?” To '* walk ip the
way of the ungodly ” is the first step towards
‘tstanding in the way of sinners"; and
the step which follows immedistely is *ait.
ting in the seat of the scornful,” The particular
class of bad companions here warned againstis
the winebibbers and gluttons, those who seek
their highest delight in eatiog and drinking and
becoming drunken. It is only the earthly loss
which is bere held up as a warning to the wise
son ; but when we read that no drunkard canin.
herit the kingdom of heaven, we see that thereis
a much 1gore far-reaching reason to wam us
against babits which lead to drunkenness. There
is one thiog always sute, and that is that the boy
who will have nothing to do with intoxcants'is
in no danger of becoming a drunkard. The boy
who never tastes the first glass will certainly
never take the second. Athird characteristic of
the wise son is that he respects his parents, and
honors them even when they are oldand heisa
man full grown.  The fourth and the last char.
ascteristic here noted is that the wise son is one who
¢ buys the truth " and * sells it not.”  That i,
be gives up everything which would hinder him
from coming iuto full possession of the truth, and
upecillly_of the truth *“as it is in Jesus ;" and
when baving come into possession of that, he
esteems it so hiphly, that nothing can induce him
to part with it,

II. A Glad Father.—This same Book
of Proverbs tells us that **a wise son maketh a
glad father,” and that is the truth stated here,
** If thou be wisc, my heart shall rejoice, even
in me.” **The father of the righteous shall
greatly rejoice; and he that begetteth a wise
child shall have joy of him.” ¢ Thy father and
thy mother shall be glad.” Sometimes the young
people imagine that fathers and mothers warn
sgainst certain evils, and urge the choice ot
good, just because they want to interfere with
their children’s pleasure. That is pot true.
Every father carnestly desites the best and
highest welfare of bis sons and daughters; all.
his warnings and exhortatioss spring out of &
lurger experience than his children have had,
and are dictated by an earnest desire-to see their
children_secuting the best and highest possible
good. Ifthere were no other reasons urged in
our lesson for choosing the way of wisdom than
that thereby the hearts of our patents will be
made to rejoice, that one ought to be sufficient to
lead every boy and girl in onr Sabbath Schools
to seek grace from God to be:*¢ wise,” and when
we consider the rewards implied, by way of con-
trast with the evils which overcome the wicked,
there is atill stronger reasons to urge this choice.



