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APART from the general intercst pcrtaining ta
ILthe religiaus condition of any one of the lcad-

ing nations of aur time the actual statc of France
ini this relation lias a spccial intercst for Canadians.
A large and important province of thc confcderation
is more or less influenccd by that to whicbh i fondly
turils as its motherland. Truc the currcnts oF con-
tempory French thoughit flov but sluggishly, if thecy
flov at ail, across the surface of what is saomctimes
callcd New France, yet there arc certain mnattcrs of
vital importance bath ta the individual and to the
comnîmunity.i wbich French opinion is ahinost sup-
reine amon, our Fretich-Catiadiaii fellow citizens.
The Frenclh-Caniadian, like tifs Gallic brother, is
largely swayed in bis actions by impulse. lt re-
ligiaus matters hie cati bc influcniceci in almost any
direction by his spiritual guides and witlî the excep-
tion of Spain tîtere is possibly no people on the face
of the carth sa campletely in the grasp of clerical
riie as are the Roman Catholics in the Province of
(>uebec. In ane direction it cani be said tlîat as yet
the French Canadian people show little sympatlîy
%% ith thecir Cellow countrymen beyond the sea. The in-
fidelity so rampant in modern France lias so far as
appears anlly an infinitesimal representation in Que-
bec provinice. It is occasianally wlispercd that tlîis
a, d that public man lias a fondness for free
thought, but it must be confcsscd they are vcry
chîar), in giving it expression. Again it is to bc re-
inembered that RZomisb intalerance is prone to
<esignate by an offensive name ail îvbo question lier
claims to infallibility and repudiate hier lardship over
c(,nscience.

llarper's Magaze for Septemnber cantains a
p.iper b>- one wcllqualified to give aclearand reliable
vicwv of the present condition of religion in France.
1.ldmiand de Pressensé, the writer, is bath a theolo-
%ian andl a publicist. He bias long been k-nown as
one Of the ablest Parisian preachers; lie is now a
inember of the French Senate, and one îvho takes
an active part in the discussion of ail questions per-
tainingto the welfare af bis country. H-e is a Repub-
licaîî and in the best sense of tic word, a Christian
patriat. As such hie views with alarri the present
delirium that idoliscs Boulanger and which may yet
elevate him ta a position which it is not unreason-
ably thouglit îvould be disastrous ta France. Dr.
l'ressensé' is a calm, comprcbiensive and tolerant
tlîinker. 1-c ki a l-renchman, but not an impulsive
l'recîcman. I1li:estituate of the religious condition

,)f lis -outitrymeil iail the marc vahtiable on this
accouint. Ile lias s;teaidiness' and clearness of eye ta
,ce tliings as they arc, and courage to express his
Opinions withouit partiality or distartion. WMen hie
%peaks, therefore, on a subjcct in which hle is pro-
fouadly interested, bis stateanents cati bc accepted
a% the ttterances of a competent and reliable wit-
lle«s.

The ane,sure af religiaus independence known as
* talicnimpreserved Sa long by the Roman Cati)

<uIic Church iFranceis now overborne by the triumi,
%)f Ultramonitaiiisni wilui is as dominant there as it
as in the Province of Quebcec. This hias been brouglit
about by thic later policy, uaîder jesuit instigation,
of Pis IX., wlîich fouind expression with the syl-
labus that will long bc assocated with bis îiame as
the first recent. indication of tbe irreconcilable an-
tagoaism between the Papacy and nmodern civiliza-
tion. 'The adoption af thîe dogma of Papal infallibil-
ity completed the triumphi, since the protests of Pere
Garatuy, lishop Dupanloup and Archbîsbop Da-
boy were silenced i the absolute submission that
the infalliblc occupant of the Chair af St. Peter im-
î)ratvely demands. Tbe aId Catholic movement
ceprescnted in France by Pere Hyacinthe lbas had no
appreciable influence in stemmiing the tide of Papal
.bsolitism that bias swept away almost every vest-
ig13e of Gallican independence. Pere Hyacinthe is
listcned ta and admired because of his incomparable
îiratory, but tifs leadership in religiaus thouglit re-
ctives no wide recognition. The Notre Dame lec-
tiirts during Advent and Lent, rendered sa famous by
l.acardaire and H-yacinthe are now delivered by Pere
Monsabré, a Dominican, described by Dr. de Pres-

cnôas "gifted îith a thundering voice, his eIa-
duence is îithout distinction, bis thought without
rîciness, and above ail, without breadth ; but bie
cofinues ta, hold attention by his fiery apologctics
ofl the most extrcme Roman orthadaxy, and also by
a1 certain preaccupation about subjects of ephemeral
inerest, about aclizalite, as ive sa>, which excites
ciiosit>'." qome stIrvivars of liberal Catholicism
;Ne stil ta be found. One s Pere Charles Perraud,
"wîîo is chargedi with the Lenten lectures of St.
Roclîs, at Paris. Pere Perraud speaks a truly mod-
ern language, and seeks ta toucli the genierous chords
01 tie souls of bis hearers. He had very great
stccss.
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In France, as eiscîvîtere, the Romant Catlîolic
Chîurch lias striven to obtaini contrai ai Educatiait,
In titis department lier cii-ins are vnet witli irrecon-
cilable opposition, but Dr. de Pressenîsé thitiks titis
apposition lias bcena too indiscriminate anîd unrecason-
ing. There is mucli popular sympatit> witîî the
religiaus orders in their efforts ta secure the instruc-
tion af youthi. Whicn under the influence of M.M.
Gambetta and Paul Bocrt the unirccogntized religious
orders, the j csuits amongst tiîem, were expellicd mati>
of tlîem apened schools as ilear ta the French iran-
tiers as tlicy dared anîd tumerous î,upils follawed
tlîem and ii"ere entnsted ta their charge. The
ex'pelled Jesitits are unobtrusively stipping back
agairi and resîîaning thecir congeaîial occupation. ln
charitable aand beaievoienît îork tîhe Ramain Catholic
Churcb in France is decepeaiing lier intercst anîd cx-
tendinîg lier aperatiaits. A inovemeait oaianucli
importance, recently inauguratcd, wvhose abject is ta
promaote the e vlfare oi the îvorkinîg class, %vit[ not bc
witlîotit influence iii attaching man>' of tlieinuta
Roman Catliolicisan.

Infidel and atheistic opinîionî is anl appreciable
farce iii Franîce to-day, but according ta Dr. lres-
sensé it is by noia mans the pate:nt factor its ad-
lîrents imagine. 1-le considers tlîat fromi its
obtrusivcness taie noisc it makzes is altogetîier dis-
praportionate ta the influence it wiclds.

Frenchi Protcstantissm, uvhich framn the time oi
the revocation of the Udict af Nantes titi the Revalu-
tioni %vas repressed by seriaus disabilities, bias liad the
disadvaaîtage ai keinig dividcd iii opinion, and tlîat
division still continues. Orthîodoxy and rationalisin
ivill still have thecir supporters. I-limscli largel>'
influenced by Alexanider Vinet, af Geneva, Dr. Pres-
sensé tlîinks tlîat lis influenîce lias lîad a mast salu-
tam>' effect ont French, Protestanîtisîn anîd now thiat
Cluurcb is cxercising an eîcvatiaîg influence on the
religiaus tlîougbit and lufe ai the time. 1lic regards
as most hopeful signs the practical beneficence ini
wlîichi it kq engaging in efforts ta extend the Gospel
at lhonne aind abmoad, iii pîilanthropic ecdcavours oit
a large scale, anîd iinlte iacreasing intcrcst it is
taking iin the workiig 'lsss The conclusion
reachcd is thtat

Ail tiîis acîivity ks certainly not lost for the generai mass ai
ccir population. Fverywiiere wviere the gospel or liberty is
announced, whether mi poptilar meetings in uhich the devout
English Christian, the Rev. R. W. 'M'All, has taken the initi-
ative with marked success, or before cultivated audiences in
some lectuire room, the reception is ainiost always favourable.
W~ih grealer resacirces, more zeai, a wider deveiopment, and
a more ardent spirit ai conqnaesn, the evangelical apostleship
woaîla have immense ellicary in anr troibleci couîntry at tht
obscure end af this nineteenh century. N othing, %ve believe,
wvoald be mare advantageoais ta this ,tpostleship than tht em-
ancipation [the seveance cf Suint conneccîon loithe Churcha.

CASSEILL's FANIHI AA ZI </N' t (New Yorlz
anid London . (:asselh & Ca.) - -Thtis aId established
mnil higlily prized famil>' inagazinte anakesý its ajpear-
ance this inonth ini a îîew aItllcliaidsonnt, caver. Its
contents arc varied, usclul and instructivec, antd inelv
illustratcd.

\VONAN'S \\'OIZ< FOR W\XTANAND: 'îOUR NIIS-
SioN Fir.v. (New X'ork: 5 1 Fiftîi Aveunue.) -Thtis
us an excellenît nontlly publicationi specialI>' devotcd
ta the advocacy of the mission cause, and giving
rcgularly much uiseful anti specific informationî relit-
iîîg ta vonan's work iii extenditug the knowledge ai
the Gospel in forcigni lanîds.

THE TREASUItY FOR PAsT1OR AN!) IEOIPLE. (Newv
York: E. 13. Treat.)-Tlie September number camnes
uith ail its excellence i Sermonîic matter, Theohogi-
cal articles, Critical Essays, Discussions ai Questions
ai the Day, Helps ini Pastoral Work, Sunday Scîtool
uork, Christian Edification, Evangelical Work in
Roman Catholic Countries, and alsa suggestive cdi-
tonial brevities, with a great variety ai other hielpfil
matters. Trie illustrations are a portrait oi Dr. R.
Terry of the Southu Reformned Church, N ew York
City, and a fine view af the chiurch building. The
first place in thie Sermoaîic departinent is given ta an
excellent sermon b>' Dr. Terry. Othier full sermons
are by Chancellor Moore ai Denver University, Rev.
Dr. B3urns of Halifax, and Dr. Tryon Edwards of
Detroit. The numnber is eminently bath doctrinal
and practical.

THE LORD'S SUI'ER. Compiled and edited by
John L. Brandt. (Cincinnati : Standard Publishing
Co.)-The purpose designed in this excellent com-
pilation uill be apparent fronu the follaîving extract:

To furnish a volume giving the v ews of the Loads Supper
as held by the leading relgiaus bodies ai the woid; ta furnish
a variety af fresh and suggestive thoughîs on neanly cvery
phase of the subject as vaewed by the vatious theolagians ; ta
aid those who irequently serve the emblems in making the
service sweet, impressive and scriptural ; ta aid in perpetuat-
ing an ordinance whiciî, in its bistory and in its sgnificance,

establishes thc central truths of CChristanîty and overthrows
the combined arguments afi nfideliy ; ta add testimoaiy ta the
witness or that greatest of alcevents, the death of Christ ; ta
rarry joy ta the hcarts of those who love ta commune wih the
Lord ; ta prcpare a homiletic book %which 1 hoe ill i supply .1
neeci in Biblical liletature, and thus ta serve Gort, are nay
purposcs in preparing and presenîang dts volume in the
public.

Tuw Ho'îîu 1--îrit RE~î.\ (New York . Funîk
& Wagnalls ; Toronto W %illiam Brgas.)-The
September Ilomi/etic Rev.i'czt' gives no indication
that its editors arc off on vacation. P ro fess or
H-unt, of Princeton, leads off wvitb a grand paper
on " Ca:dmons Scriptural Paraphrase," Dr. Lud-.
low gives a very claquent sketch of General
Mitchell. Dr. Kinnard discusses ably " Sympatliy
as an Element in 1sî'chic F-orce." Dr. lirson
gives sonne admirably " lractical Hlints on P>alpit
Oratory " Professor Paynîe contributes a fine
sketch of the 1 I buse oi Mercy at jerusateni,"
while Dr. Waylaîid 1l03t, in an excceditigly graphic
and racy paper, usinig Charles Ringslcy as an cx-
ample, describes tie truc sort af a minister niecdcd
in tliese týmcs. Tîhe balance af the p)overful article
is promiscd ini tic October atumber. The nine ser-
mons are mostl>' b> eminent divines. The Exe-
getical Section, the liuropeatîi)cepartment and the
Mliscellancous -arc each ful af timel>' and practical
papers on a great variety of subjects of special
interest ta ministers. The Editorial l)epartment
discusses the " NMcaaîiîg of Tcxts." and same af the
great questions of the day.

MiSýSIONAIZ%'SU. CESS IN IILISLAND <O~VFORt-
\tos,,. B>' Rcv. WVilliamn Campbell, I.R.G.S,, Eng.
lish Presbyterian Mission, Taiwaaifoo. In two vol-
Lunes. (London : Trubner & Co.)-M lan>' ana iiii-
portant have been the additions ta the Literature af
Foreign Mission-- in recent years. The twa near
and handsomely printed volumes before us will bc
deservcdly prized by ail îvlîo take an uintelligenit tn-
tcrest ini tîe progress aif the Gospel in becatîten lands.
It is :reneralIy supposcd tîtat Foreign Massions arc
only ofî recent origin ; tbey arc, liowevcr, as old as
the day-, af the apostles. Mr. Campbcll, îvho a few
wccks ago passcd througlî Torontto on his way ta e-
munie lus înuch-Iovcd work ini Formosa, as a miîssionu-
ary ai the 1Englislî lresbytcriaai Clîurclî, lias renrîcreal
excellent service by rescuinîg iroin oblivioaî a most
important chapter iin tle histor>' of missions. T'he
first efforts ta evangelize Formosa werc madle by the
Clîurches ai Hollanîd aver two ceanturies sirîce. Frorn
1624 to 1062 tliere ivas a Daaitcli settlenient iii For
mosa, and most ecellent Chiristian %vork ivas accon-
plislied, traces af îvlîiclî are stili dîstinctly vi-sible
Th'e first part afi Mr. Canpbell's work ks a reprinît af
a book published ini n65o, îvhich furnislies anucli that
is af intcrcst ta the readers ai tlîis age. As irn those
days title-pages wvere mare vohnmnrous tharinmoderni
taste approves, it is wvortlî while rcproducing hiere iii
substance and spelling. the anc appcaring iii the
firs;t volume, since it %vill give thic reader an iclea of
its contents. '«<0f the Conîversionî af ive Tlîousand
Nine llundred East Indians in the Isle Formosa,
aecere China, ta the proessionao the True God, i
Jestis Christ, by ineaaîs oaiM. Ro( : Junius, a Minister
latel>' ii Delph, Hiolland. Reiated by lus good
Fricnd M. C. Sibelilus, l'aster in Davetîtrie there, iri
a Latine Letter. Translated ta firtlier tlie Faith
anîd Jo> of manîy lere, by H. Jcssei, a servant ai
j esus Christ. Imprimatur, etc." The narratives ai
early mission uvork iin Formosa arc extrenîely inter-
esting. Tiiese are iollowcd by no less interesting
and clearly-written narratives af mission %vork naw
prosecuted in Formosa. Much tlîat Canadiait read-
ers uould feel interestcd in might bc quoted, but the
following, descriptive af Dr. Makyswrms
for the prescrit suffice: lca' vrms

Wihail this, houvever, it is necessary ta gel introducedl
le Gad's main instrument in accomplishing the results abave
rcferred ta. Mr. MNcKay is a little man, firm and active, ofifew
words, uniflinching courage, and ane îvhose sound coi-mmn-
sense is equalled only by his earnesî devrotian ta the Master.
He began by labouriaig hard ta knov the language weIl hîmself,
and camne soon ta think that, se far as hie dared gi-e ik direc-
tion, bis work had better for a limne be confined tuJ the largely
predaminating Chinese portion of the people. Dur.ng the frst
year of his stay in Tamisui, le began an educational and evan-
gelistic training movement among the young men ai the Church,
whjch bas been grcatly blessed in the carrying on af the work.
For thie mosî part, the Taansui chapels are well grouped ta.
Kether, aur brother gaing on the plan of ver>' gradual exten-
sion, witb occasional long evangelistic tours ino regions whiclî
are stili unoccupied. on suclu journeys, bis reat work has
been greatly hdped by sometimes practising as a dcntist in
the towns and illages through which he passed. From the
chewing of betel-nut and other similar habits, the Chinese
sufer much from decaying teeth, se that Mr. Mackay as en-
abled on a short ain visit ta do the maximum of good te
the bodies ai tht eope with a minimunjmount of entangle-
ment in mere extraneous maîters. 1 noticed, toc, that great
attention bas been paid ta the praise part of worship in the
Tamsui Church. The singing among tht bretbren is distinct,
hearty and frequent, while aur brother himseîi generaliy beginîs
any open-air service by singing one of aur appropriate Chinese
hymns.


