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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

IMarcit 4th, 1!8:.

®ur EonrriBuTORS,

WHY ARE YOU A PRESBYTERIAN *

"y RRY IOHN 1 AING, CNDAS

MR. Enitor,—~This is a fair question, and one
which every intelligent member of the Church should
be able to answer.  In many casesthe honest answer,
perhaps, would be, “ I am a Presbyterian because my
father and mother belonged to that Church, and I was
brought up in it and taught its pecuhar docirines.”
Another would say, “ I was brought to the knowledge
of the truth in connection wath the Presbyterian
Church, and connected myself with it, and now I hike
it, and am so edified and comforted i wasing upon
ordinances as conducted 1n that denoinination that 1
have no wish to change.” A thud might say, 1 at.
tend the Presbyterian Church because 1t is inost con.
venient, and 1 feel quite at home among the Christian
people who worship there.” "Other reasons nught be
given of a less satisfactory character than these, but
a very large proportion of those who are connected
with the Church, if honest, would be found to give no
better reason.

These three rcasons are good so far as they go.
No one should leave the Church in which he has been
brought up—~the Church of pious parents—without a
good and suflicient reason. A man 1s justified in con-
necting himself with the Church in which he expects
to recelve spiritual nurture and comlfort, Generally
speaking, it is for edification that men worship with
those closely connected by neighbourhaod where no
principle is sacrificed.  Still as these reasons assume
that all denominations are alike branches of the
Church of Christ, and make' nothing «of their differ.
ences, they fail to shew why you are a I'resbyienian
rather than a membar of any other denonunation.
Nor do they afford any justification for mamtasning
the Presbyterian Chusch as distanet from other
Churches, Either there are primsples involved of
grave importance, or you are gwlty of the sin of
schism in maintaining an orgamizauon distinguished
by doctrine, government and practice from othes
branches of the catholic Church of Gud.

In order that it may be clearly understuod sy you
are a Presbyterian, you must clearly comprchend
what a Presbyterian is, In the minds of some the
name is of the same import as an unconverted fatalist
and formalist. To others it suggests an enemy of the
State, a rebel, and A man of vulgar habits, To a
third, a very obstinate, strict taan, realous for the
Sabbath, the Bible and orthodoxy, but hard, unsym-
pathetic and without any refined tastes. Perhaps it
is possible to find among Presbvterians a few speci-
mens of humanity to whom the above descriptions
may apply ; and impugners of election and predestina-
tion, advecates of the divine rights of kings, and de-
votees of fashion and wsthetics in religion, who have
felt the obstinate and unyielding force of Presbyterian
principles, exasperated by that opposition, may have
thought that these things constitute Presbyterianism,
They have struck against 'some excrescence on the
outside of the gnarly oak, and have concluded that it
is these that make oak wood bharder than any other
timber, and fancy that but for them, it would be as
supple as willow or soft as pine. The truth is that
under these excrescences the strong, healthy wood
grows, and despite them it is a valuable and enduring
material. The healthiest of plants will sometimes
have unseemly growths upon its surface

A Presbyterian, we may say, is an adherent of a
particular form of Christianity which has much in
common with all Christians, and has some distin.
guishing characteristics. To dwell on these differ-
ences may serve to answer the question why you are
not an adherent of some other Church, but would fail
to give the positive elements which -canstitute our
faith. As a clear perception of the latter will prepare
us beiter to understand the negative or distinctive
features, we may very shortly state what is held io
common with others who profess evangelical Christi.
anity—the fundamentals of our religion.

A Presbyterian is & Thesst  He believes in a per-
sonal God of infinite perfections. This is opposed to

all atheistic, or panthcistic speculations,  Belief in
God Almighty, maker of heaven and carth, the God
in whom we live and move and have -our being, is
fundamental.

A Preshyterian also believes that God has revealed
Himself, that in times past He spake to the fathers

by the prophets, and in these last days by His Son
from heaven, that the book which is commonly called
tho Bible—n collection of Hebrew and Greek writings
—{8 the inspired record of the reveiation of tlimself
and of His will which God has been pleased to give
to man, This excludes all Delstical negations, Fur-
ther, it necessitates belief in miracles, \We most nse
suredly belleva that God can so work in accordance
with, above, or without the laws of rature (as we are
in the habit of calling 1lis ordinary methods of provi.
dence) that He has made kunown Himself, and is
will with cettainty to the children of men Ly signs
antl wonders and divers miracles and gifis of the
Holy Ghost according to His wiil. lience all ration.
aliting speculation and depial of the supernatural is
{nconsistent with the convictions of n tue: Presty.
testan, _

A Presbyterian believes that the teachings of the
Dible are authoritative. \When once it has been
shewn that any particular doctrine is taught or duty
is cnjoined in the Bible, that doctrine or duty is no
longer doubtfut; the dociune isto be reccived as
God's truth, and the duty as obligatory, no matter if
tn 1ts pature or reasons it transcends the comprehen-
sion of man—Scripture, not human teason, is the fn-
fallible standasd of truth and duty.

In all matters of fauh and practice every other au-
thority 1s excluded. God alone 1s Lord of the con.
science, and nothing of human tnstitution or exact.
ment 1s binding as a mauer of fath or duty,
Obedicnce to the civil magistrate 1in things temporal
15 a duty ; but into the sacred sphere of faith and
morality no ordinance of man may ecter. To God
alune belongs authonty hete.

A Presbytenan, further, beheves that God has a
Church on canh, called out and scparate from the
wotld. Ihis Churchis led by the Spint of God wiich
dwells 10 it.  God in Chnst alone s the King and
Head cf the Church, and 1n the spirstual sphere which
belongs 10 the Church no authority belongs to any
cavilinsttution.  This principle excludes all Statein-
terference or persecuuion for conscience’ sake, as
weli as the 1dea that the Church s only 5. departinent
of human government—a kind of moral police—or a
great national society for promoting goodnass,

it 15 undoubtedly truc that there are some men
claiming to be Christans who do not hold these
principles, and even some so-called Churches ; but
they are not Presbytersan, even although they may
clam the name,  These fundamental doctrines, held
with more or less fulness by all Christians, are indis.
pensable when we tell whatis meant by saying, “ 1 am
a Presbyterian.”

CHARLES HODGE, D.D., LL.D., PROFESSOR
IN THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
PRINCETON, N.J.

An ancient author informs us that he once saw a
copy of the Iliad written on a picce of parchment so
-small that it could be enclosed in a nutshell. Some
one remarks that the scribe must have been alimost as
blind as the bard by the time his self imposed task was
cnded. It seems almost as arduous an undertaking
to attempt, in the space that can reasonably be al-
lowed in the PRESBYTERIAN, to give in a becoming
manner an account of the life, character and work, of
the truly distinguished man whose name heads this
paper The writer has just finished the perusalof his
bingraphy, written by his son, whose work is extreme
ly wall done, and who is enabled to shew us very
clearly what manner of man his father was, Pre-
fixed to the memoir is a finely executed portrait of the
great theologian, taken when he had reached a very
.advonred age. As one looks on the grand, beautiful
old face, he feels thatitis the countenance of one who
was noble by the highest patent both of nature and
grace. The serene and expansive forehead scems at
onre the index and the abode of a large and noble
intelleet.  Nor was the outward sign misleading in
the case of Charles Hodge It is true that the rare

he was nevertheless very richly dowered with many
of nature’s most precious gifts. The Church and the
world now know how well he used them,

He was bora .at Philadelphia, on the 28th of De-
cember, 1797.  His father died when the future pro-
“fessor was but six months old. The widow was. left
in very straitcned circumstances, but she appears to

“have done her part admirably well,  Her illustrious
son writes thus gratefully of her: “To our mother,

and supreme endowment of penius was not his, but-

my brother and myself, under Gbd, owe nbso!u%ly
everything. ‘To us she devoted her ll!c; ror us%
prayed, laboured and suffered.”  Greal was Ler e
ward on carth as well as in heaven,  Largely shrough
her excellent management, he was enabled In 181210
enter the Sophomore Class at Princeton, where ho
prosecutcd his studies with uncommon energy and
success, and whete, in 1815, he underwent the great
change of the new birth during n very remarkable
revival of religion. A venerable m&nts\er says he
* well remembers the Saturday whén: he was startled
in the street by Edward Ailen rushing to him with the
announcement that Hodgo had “enlistcd, forthe war
with Britain had not yet closed, and a sergeant with
a drummer was in the village endeavotiring to obtain
recruits, “ I8 it possible,” he exclaimed,  that Hodge
has enlisted2” “Yes, he has enlisted under the ban.
ner of King Jesus”  He remained a fahthful soldler
to hislife'send. Hegraduated in Artsin 1815, andin
‘Theology in 1819. Ho was elected Professor of Ori-
ental and Biblical Literature in Princeton ‘Theologieal
Sewminary in 1822, His salary was at Grst the very
moderate one of $1,000 n year. With the view of
qualifying himself note thoroughly for his important
work, he went to Europe in 1826, remuining abroad
nearly two years. A great part of that period ke re.
sided in Halle and Berlin, prosecuting his studies with
much diligence and making the acqumm:mce of a
considerable number of vety eminent nfen—among
others, Neanderand Tholuck. From the time of his
return 1o Anierica, his life isarecord of work in many
diffcrent departments in the service of his heavenly
Master.  The pages of the biography enable usto see
clearly how simply and grandly that work was dohe.
His hunulity was profound and genuine, as many in-
cudents prove. His life-long friend, Dr. Henry
llmrdmnn. relates the following: “1 was saying,

* you ought to be & very happy man.  ‘Consider what
you have accomplished, and the universal feeling
towards you!  ‘ Now, stop, said he, with a wave of
the hond. * Allthat can be said is, that God has becu
plzased to take up a peor Litte stick and do some-
thing withit. \What I have donc is nothing compared
with what is done by a mnan who goes to Africa and
labours among a heathen tribe, and reduces their
language to wrting, I am not worthy to stoop down
and unloose the shoes of such a man?”

For upwards of tifty years, and in a very important
and conspicuous position, the man who gave this very
modest sef-esumate had been holding high the ban-
ner ofthe truth. During most of thoseyears multitudes
knew him as the dauntless champion of great prin-
ciples.

“A tower of strength that stood four-square-to
every wind that blew.” He did noble and varied
work in the professor’s chair. In connection with the
“Princeton Review he rendered invaluable setvice 1o
literature and theology. He gave to the world sev-
cral learned and valuable commentaries, For the
benefit of those yet unpledged to the Saviour, he
wrote the “ Way of Life,” a small volume, full of great
truths admirably enforced. He was rarely brilliant or
cpigrammatic, but his clearness of style, his affection.-
ate warmth, and his weight of mauer, alt united in
enabling him to bear into the reader’s mind and heart
a certain guiding and subduing power which is of
great worth,  Aboveall, in his “Systematic Theology ¥
he has given us a work which possesses a monumental
character. No one can study it without feeling that
the avthor brought to its production high intellectual
gifts combined with an intensely earnest purpose and
transparent clearness of moral and spiritual percep-
tion. And this great workor, this thinker, this léader
of men, wears in youth, in manhoed,and in old age,
a violet crown woven for him by his humility-and
modesty.

In other respects, too, one can see that his soul was
of the best earthly mould. In his mentalconstitution
pathos and humour were finely blended. In speaking
on the highest themes he often unsealed the fountain
of tears both in himself and’others. This seems.to
have been especially the case at the -Sabbath after-
noon conferences with ‘the students, when his ad-
dresses overflowzd with love -and tenderness. His
humour was necessarily less conspxcuous, but it too
came out in-a spontaneous, and sometimes'in 3 very
unexpected, way. Thus for example he oneday asked
a student’ what Paul i.2ant by the expression, * Sold
under sin.” The young man, who mist have been
American ‘to the very core, ansuered, that-he had
been *“ taken in or deccived by it.” ** O no,” rejoined



