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MnR. Euî-roR,-Tltis is a fair question, anti one
which oery intelligent inember oi the Churcli shouiti
i>eabie ta nswer. lninîany cases tielitonesi answcr,
petbaps, wouid be," I amn a Prcsbyterlan becausle îîy
father andtiother belongeti ta that Churcit, an 1 wns
braught up ln i andi tnugbt its peculiar doctrines.,
Another wouid say, 11I wus braught ta the knnwictige
of the trutb ln canncction waîhth Ii 1'rcsbytertan
Church, and connecieti myself wlth it. andi now 1 like
II, andi an sa edifieti andi comiarteIr tri waiing tipon
ordinsanccs as conducted i n that dcrnination that i
have no wlsb ta change." A thaîti miaglt say, I at-
tend the llresbyterlan Chtircli becnuse si il nost con.
ventent, atnd 1 féei qaîlte nt borne aanong the Chrlstlasi
people who worship thec. Other retions maight lie
given of a less sâtlsfactor> chatatter ilian thesc, but
a very large proportion of those -eho are corincted
with the Ciîurch, i( banstes, %wouid bc roundi to give no
better teason.

These three rcasons are gondi s0 far as thcy go.
Na ane shouid Icave the Churcli in which hoe has been
braugbt ip- the Cîîrcli of plous parents-wvîîhout a
goond andi sufficient reasan. A mn i s justified i n con.
nectlng himicif with the Church in whacis, hoe expects
ta recelve spiritual nurture anti corniers. Gcncraiiy
speaking, it il for eilication that &rien worsbap iviilu
those closeiy connected by neighbourbood iwhete no
principle is sacrificed. Stili as thest reasoîts a,,sitne
that ail denominations -ire atake branches ci the
Church af Christ, anti make, notbing <Jf their datTcr.
ences, thcy (ail to sbew wby you aire a i're5b)teti.ia
rather than a member of any ailier destonnataan.
Nor do tbey afforti any juîstification for rn.anLtning
the lres.byterla.n CiUurLh as dist.lict fruit% ather
Churches. Eithcr there are Ép-ný:ý/4 aauvolvect<i
grave importance, or you are Cutits) cf the sin. of
schism in nnaintaining an org.înstation dastinguastied
by doctrine, governanent and practace froailiter
branches ofithe catbolic Church of Gui.

in ortier that it uay bc clearly undcrstuod ruPhv you
are a Presbyterlan, yau must cieariy cornprchenti
wbat a Prcsbytcrian is. In the anints of some the
narne il or the saine import as an unconverteti fatalist
and iorrnalist. Ta altiers it suggests an cnemy of the
State, a rebel, and a man af vulgar habits. Ta a
third, a very obstinait, strict inan, Yeatous for the
Sabbatb, the Bible and artbotioxy, but hard, unsym.
pathctic and without any refineti tasses. Perhaps it
is possible ta finti among Presbvtcrians a fcw speci-
mens cf humanity ta wbomt the above dcsrriptions
may apply; and inîpugners of élection andi predestina-
tion, ativocates of the divine rigbîs of kings, andi de-
volts of fashion andi wrthetics in religion, who have
fait the obstinait anti unyielding force of l>resbyterin
principles, exasperateti by tbat opposition, may bave
tbought that these tbings constitute Ilrcsbyterin-nisni.
Thcy have struck against 'sorne excresrenre on the
outside of the gnatly oak, andi bave conrluded that It
is these that make oak Wood harder than any othcr
timber, and fancy that but for theni, it %vould ibe as
supple as wiiiow or soit as pine. Thet ruth is that
under these cxcrescences the strong. licalthy wood
grows, anti despite thcm it is a valuable andi endurirag
material. The heaithiest of plints wili nornelirres
have urjscmly growths upon its surfare

A Presbyterian, we may say, is an adihérent cf a
particular farmn of Christianity wbich bas much in
cominon with ail Christians, anti bas saine distin.
guisbing characteristics. Ta dweli en these differ-
ences znay serve ta answer the question %vhy you are
net an atiherent ai sorte athier Church, but would (ail
to give the positive elemnents whirh -rnnstitute our
faith. As a dlear perception ai the latter wifl prepare
u; botter ta understandth ie negiftivc or distinrtive
leatures, we niay very shortly state what is held in
common with ailiers who profess evangeliral Christi.
anity-the fundamentals cf aur religion.

A Presbyterian is a Theist He bélieves in a pier-
sonai God ai infinite perfections. This is opposett
ail atheistic, or pantbcistic spéculations. Belief in
G-3d Aimighty, maker ofi beaven anti earth. the Ccd
in whom we byve anti mayae andi have -our being, is
fundamental.

A Preshyterian aise believes that God ins reveaicti
Hianseif, it in tintes past He spake ta the faithets

by Jhe PrOPIacta, ntdi n thon last days by lits Son
(roam lacaven, <bat ta bookîvlalch il caaoniny cillet
tho lible-a collectioan ai lebrouv andi Greck wvrltlngs
-Il the hnspihed recotti ai thetrcwelatioa of ttllnsd

antio i ls twill îvbcis God litas been pileaseti ta give
ta nian. This exclades MdI Deistical negations. Fur.
ther, it neccssiates bler la miracles. Ve moînt as-
surediy bliette tiat Cati cati sa wcrk in accordanco
with, above, ar witlaout the laws af rtitura (as we are
lni the habit of caling lis ordtnaty ntethads of piovi.
dence) that lie lias mandi kaîown Ilinsehf, andi ls
wil wîtb cettanty te the cilien cf aien by signs
anti Wenders nadt divers miracle% anti girls cf the
licly Ghost accordlng ta fils wil. liencea si ratin.
aliing specuilatioti anti depl aio the superuiatuarali h
lauconstsicnt with the convicions cf a true. lresty.
tcri an.

A i'resbytcrlan blcve thit the icaclalngs ai tîto
Bible arc autiioritative. WVbcn once it bas becai
shcwn that any partaculartdoctrine is taught or duty
il caîjolaieti in the lBie, thit doctrane or duty is tia
longer doubtiai ; the doctrine il te bc :ccctvcd as
tiot's trutb, andi tite daaty az abiagatory, no anatter Uf
trn is nature ar tensonîs i transcends site campreiens.
sien of maaî-Scriptarc, net buranti enson, i lac i-
f.îilIe standardi of trutb andt duty.

lai ail niatters of fatis; anti practice cvcry oilier nu-
îiîority il cxciudeti. i.ot aient il Lord cf the con.
science, anti nothtng of buman institution or ecact-
ment as banding as a niatter ai faath or duty.
Ubcdaence ta the civil aagastratc an things temporal
as a duuy ; but anta ilie sacreti spherc of fattb anti
triralaty no ordiatance of man aîîay enter. To Gati
alune belongs authotity litre.

A l'rcsbyteraan, further, biciavcs tiat Goti bas a
Church an earth, calicti eut and scparatc (rani thea
ivoalId. [Isis .hrcbais Ict by tht bpiratt ,od witch
dlwels an h. G.od ian Christ alone as the Kang antI
licati cf the Churci, ant ian tut sparituali sp'acec whach

belongs ta the Chute'.% no authoruty betlongs ta any
civail anstitutaoan. l'las pratîcapie excludes ail State an-
terference or pcrsecutaen for conscaence, sake, as
Weil as te de.1 thas, the Church as aniy P. department,
of humit 1govertimcn-a kinti ai moral poltce-or a
greât nationial socacty for iranatig gotn.-s.

Tt is untioubuctity truc iliat there art saot men
Jiiaing ta bc Christmas wha do not hoiti thesa
principies, andi even sasie so-calleti Churcles ; but

ahy re nlot Pi-csbyterian, evrn alttiougi tiacy may
clainm the rintme. TIaciac fundamentai doctrines, fieldi
with more or less fuine3s by ail Christians, are indis.
pensable wlien wt teil what is inuant by saytng," arn
a1 Presbytcrian.»1
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An ancient author infarms us that hoe once saiw a

capy cf the Mlail writtens on a piece af parchmnent se
strait that it cault ibe encloset inh a nuttibeil. Some
one rernarks that tlae scribe must bava eu anait sas
blinti as the bard b) the time lais àclf ianposedl task was
entiet. Tt stems aimait as artinuis an undertaking
ta attcmpt, in the space that cati rcasonably be ai-
lowcd in the l>kESIiTEPRaAN, to Cive in a bcaming
m.înner an accaunt oi the lle, character anti work, ai
the truly distinguisheti man wbose namse heatis ibis
palier The writer bas just finisheti the perusal cf bis
br.g'-aphy, wit'en by his çcr,wbose work i extreuii
iy wveil donc, anti wbo i craablcti to sbew as vary
clcarly what manner oi man bis father iras. Pre-
fixeti ta the memeir i a fineiy axecuteti portrait of the
great theolagian, taken wlaen hie bati reacheti a very
.atinrcd age. As ane looks on the grand, beatutitul
citi face, lie feels that it il the countenance of one who
was noble by the bighest patent bath of nature anti
gm-rc. The semait anti expansive foreheati stems at
once the index anti the abeile of a large anti noble
inteliert. Nor %vas the outward sign misleading ha
the rase oi Charles Hodge Tt is truc that the rate
anti supreme endownient cf gcnius vras net bis, but
hie iras ncverthcless ver ricbly dawered witb many
cf naturels niait precieus giits The Church anti the.
worid now knoiv bcw wcllite uset îem.

lie was bai-nat Phiiadelpbia, an the 28th of De-
ccmber, 1797. Mis father dicti wben tht future pro.
fesser was but siux months aid. Tht vridow was, lait
in ver> straitenseti circuimstances, but she appeirs ta
have donc bier part admhrably weli. lier iliustrious
son writes thus gratefuiy cf bier; IlTe aur niothaci,

niy brothêr anti myàelf, under Cèâ, dwoh fbscall~y
ci'crythlnig. Ta tis site deoctcd lier liteî s Wr us lhe
prayeti, laboureti andi suffèreti.» Greai was L-èr'te.

lier excellent mianagemntn, hie was enabled Wr 18s2 ta
enter the Sophoaniore Clist nt Puinceton, where ho
prasecutcd bis studies with uncamman cnergy and
staccess, Iint wherc, lnshi i8. ho underwcnt the greris
change cf the new birilh durlng a veri rmarkabie
icylval of teligion. A venctable mialitt says hoe
IlWeil remenibers the Saturclay wvhin; he rat4 startieti
in the strct by Edward Allen ruslîihg ta hlm wltb the
annaouncenient that 1lctgo bl 4 tist. -tor*thewar
wlth liritain hall nlot yct closcd, anti a sergeant wlil
a drummer iras in the village endecavouring ta obtain
rectuits. "Il Il possiblei, ltrtxdl%Iîtd," îlt~ Ilodge
bas enllstcd?» "Yses,ho bans enllstcd under tlieban.
ner cf King jesus."1 lie rcmaiaiet a faithful soltiier
ta laislite'send. liecgraduaied in Artslin IBIS, and lis
'rlicology In :8:. lie was clccted I'rafessor*ot Oti-
entai anti liblicai Literature ln P'rinceton Thecogical
Scitiiniry in tSi:. lits -salary was aI. fist ibn .4ry
modterait oane af S.oo a var. Wlth 'the vlew or
qu.iltfylng hiniseif mnore tbarougbly for bis iportant
wosk, ho went ta Europe ln s826. rémailniaig abrad
nearly twa y cars. A grcat part cf that perlati hc re.
sitiedian fltle andi llerlin, prosecuting bis studics wlth
nuuch diligence andi making the acquaiuýtance 0 cf a
considerable number of vcry eminent nicn-amoag
athiers, Neander anti rhoiuck. From lthe tirne cf bis
retutn ta Anierica, bis lire lza record oiwo'rk*lnmany
dafferent departments in the service cf bis heaveniy
Mlaster. The pagescf the biograpby enable us tasec
clearly how simply andi grandly that wotk vtas due.
lits humnalty ivas prafaunti anti genuine, as many In-
cidents prove. Mis lite-long frlcnd, Dr. Henry
ioardmnan, relates the followlig: 111 was saylng,
, yen ougbt ta bc a very happy min. Cansider vh.%t
yen have nccomplished, anti the unîversai feeling
towartds yau? ' 'Now, stop,' saiti le -sih a wsAve of
tbehbond.AithtcnbsatisthtGtbsbet
pleastil ta take up a f6eor liffle stick anti do somie.
thang wathit. WVbat 1 bave danc is nôthlný càrispared
wath what il donc by a anan who gens ta Africa anti
labours amnong a lacatbea tribe, anti red'ucýes tlieir

languge tov<ruttg.Iata not votthy ta sloop doen
and unloose te shoas of such a man.'»I

For upwards ai tifty y car3, andin a vcry important
anti conspicuous position, the man wlia gave this vcry
modcst se-f-cstimate liat been holding hlgb the ban.
ner aithe truth. Duringimost cf thoseycars multitudes
knew hu as the d-.unttess champion of gteat pria.
cipies.

"A tower cf strcngth that standi four.squarc ta
cvery uvinti that blcw." He diti noble andi varitil
work in the professor's chair, lu connection with tht
IlPrinceton Review" Ilhe rendered invalusable service ta
iîcrture andi thecolgy. He gave Ia the venld sev.
cral Iearned anti valuable ceaiunentaries. For the
benef'at of tiiose yct unpiedgeti ta the Savioni-, hae
wraîe the Il Way of Lie," a smaii volume, fuill ci great
trutbs admarabiy enforceti. Hc was rarciy biljliant or
cpagrammatac, but bas clearness cf style, bis affection.
atet warrnb, and bis wtight of nuatter, ai tanitediIn
enabiag tita ta bear inta the reader's mndt anti heart
a certain guiding anti subduing power which is cf
great worth. Abovya al, ani bis <Systcmatic Tlieoiogy"
hae bas given us a work which possesses a monumental
character. Na ont can study it witbout feeling that
tht atzthor brought ta its production high ianicllectuai
gifs combineti with an intensely fi-nest purpose and
transparent clearness af moral and sparitual percep.
tion. Andtibis great worktr, this thinker, ibis leader
ai men, wears in youth, in mi.nhood,-anid in aid age,
a violet crown waven for him by bis humilty. andi

la oilier respects, ton, anc can sec that bis seul was
cf the besi earthlymniuiti. Ia is mental constitution
pathos anti humour were finely blended. In speaking
on the higbest thentes hie often unsealeti tht founstain
of tears bath in hinself anti athers. 'This seems -to
have been, tspecimily the casi at the .Sabbath aiter.
naon coniférences with -thé students, wheacn bis ai-.
dresses overlawed with lave anti tenticrness. His
humour was necessarily less canspicuous, but it ton
came cut inra spontancaus, anti sometimsinivery
uncxpected, way. Tilus for exampie Le ancday askcti
a student 'what Paul xx.eant by the expression, -<'Solti
under sin." The yaung man, who musî have -been
Americnn ta, the vcry cote, anstcired, thât-be- hi
bcen 'taken inordeccivetiby it." 'One," rjoined
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