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now sufficicntly express my ablorrence of conduct
so highly roprehensiblo, because I consider itasa
baso effort to poison the vory sourco of justice. And
I teust in God, I havo the approbation of tho jury,
of the counsol, and of overy ono that hears mo, for
now ordering you off ths tablo.”

It is impossiblo to describo the offcct that this ad-
dross hed on all present. *

Tho counsel for tho prosccution closed their case.
The counsel for tho prisonsr doclined calling any
witnceses.

The learnod Judge then recapitulated tho evi-
denco with groat precision, and explained tho law to
the Jury; who, without any hesitation, returned a
vordict of Not Guilty.

LITERATURE.
From the New-York Journal of Commerce.

WEBSTER'S DICTONARY.

Dr. Johnson defines lexicographor, * a harmless
drudge.” Notmore so we presumo than an Editor,
~hut as men are ore sensiblo of iio aching of their
own bones than those of others, wo do not wonder
at the definition.  In a languago like ours, so copi-
ous, 0 various in tho signification of terms, so ir-
regular, and so diverse in tho origin of words, it is
eertrinly a herculean task to form a complote vo-
cabulary, with a full list of definitions, otymologies,
&ec.  This Dr. Johnson attempted to do in three
yoars, excopt that he did vot trouble himself much
with etymologies,~and our couutr{mnn. Mr. Wob-
ster, has done it (more pecfectly than it was ever
done before) in 20 yoars. He has done it amidst a
host of projudices which would have discouraged
most other mco,~-not so much against himself per-
sonally, as against the very idea of an American
Dictionary of the Euvglish Languago,~—and he has
finnlly come off victorious, having found a liberal
salo for his work, and <what is better, tho generat
apptobation of intelligent men who Aave examined it,
throughout the country.  Not that every itom in its

ages has beon approved,—for oven in gold
thero 1s genorally some alloy,—hut that taken asa
whole, it is acknowlodged to ho the best, ar at least
among the best, of similar works which have ever
been given to the publie. Ta addition to the com-
mendations of various newspaper prints, it is highly
apq:l‘auded in the North American Reviow; and even
in England, bids fair to find n faverable recepiion.
The London Magazine for June, in a “review of
Revies,"” notices the article. - the North American,
at considerablo len;;th; and on the strength of it
bestows very flattering encomiums upon Mr. Web-
ster and his Diciionary. Wo make the following
extracts (—

The most important articlo in the present number
of the North Awmerican Review, 1s that on Dr.
Webster's English Dictionary. From the the ac-
count given of this work by the Reviewer, it would
appear to be ono of tho most valuable contributions
ourliterature has yet received from our trans-atlantic
brethren. Dr. Wobster has, it scems, dovoted 20
years of hislifo to his task. 'The publication appears
in two volumes quarto,—and, in so far at least as
rospects the general character of its contents, ma
bo considcrccglc as modelled upon Johuson ; thoug
the entirely now manner in which each of its dopart-
inens is treated mukes it, oven in regard to plan, a
now work. In so far as we may judge from thé

resent paper, Dr. Webster's qualifications, as an

Snglish etymologist, appear to be of the first crder.
—We have, indecd, nowhers met with a more
enlightened exposition of the principles of etymolo-

ical science thag is given in the .articlo hefore us.
twas a subjeet of which Dr. Johson know absolutely
nothing. His Dictionary is one of the most wonder-
ful works ever cowpleted by a single individual; and
has many real merits of the 7ﬁghcst sort ;—the
amount of which, as is well remarked by tho present
writer, is only to o sufficiently estimated by a com-
parison of what he has done, with the performance
of the most successful of his predecessors. But if
wo allow that ho hus given us, in the first place,
pearly a complete vocabulary of the language as
acwallfv liviog and in use when he wroto,—that
socoudly, his great roading within a certaju rango of
our literature has enabled him to illustrato his defi-
nitions with an abundant solection of the most apt
quotations,—and thirdly, that his definitions them-
sclves are ofton distinguished by a precision and

folicity of expression, such as scarcoly any other pen
could havo rivalledl in that very diflicult siwcics of
writing—-we shall have admitted ovory thing, we
think, that can bo fairly advancod in commendation
of his work by its warmest admirers. But, ronsi-
dered as a Dictionary,af the Fuglish language, its
deficiencics aro, notwithstanding all this, of the most
scrious doscription.  Eivon as a were vocabulary, it
did not. in the stato in which it was given to the
world by its author, contain any thing like a com-
leeto display of the treasures of our noble tongue.

r. Johnson's knowledge of uglish Liternture,
indeed, scarcely extended beyoud the reign of
James I. ; and just as, in writing the Lives of our
Poots, ho chose to begia with Cowloy,—»0 in com-
piling his Dictionary, ho scarcely sougit for its
mnterials from uny period antecclent to the com-
mencoment of the seventesuth century.—Yet for two
centuries previous to this time, the English was™a
formed and cultivated langunge ; and could hoast of
its classics and its native muses. The reign of Eli-
znhoth was its golden age—the time at which its
powors displayed themsclves in their greatest vigor,
aad were made floxible, so as to produco tho mast
varied, harmonious, and oxpressivo forms of diction.
Of the writers of this period, however, Dr. Johnson's
Dictionary was not oven® an interpreter—far less a
store-house of the riches of expression to be found in
their pages. A pagsage from Dr. Webster’s work,
quoted 11 tho present article, gives us some curious
information ns to tho numbers of words contained iu
somo of our standard Dictionaries. ¢ Tho Diction-
ary of Walker,” says he, *“has been found by
actual enumeration, to contain in round numbers,
thirty-cight thousuod words. Those of Johnson,
Sheridan, Joncs, and Perry, have uot far from the
samo number. The American edition of Todd's
Johnson contains fifty-tight thousand. In tho work
now submitted to tho public, the number has been
increased several thousand.”

We cannot doubt, from the account here given us
of it, that Dr. Webster's work is one well worth the
attention of overy student of the English language :
and that in sumo -most important respects it is
generally superior to any thiog of the kind, that has
yet been produced among ourselves.—Even among
tho autlior’s own countrymen, we observe it stated,
it has been pretty gencrally desmed rather a hazard-
ous enterprise for an American to undertabe a Die-
tionary of a language which may be fairly supposcd
to be spoken and written in its purity only among
another peoplo; and this prejutrico may doubtles
bo counted upon as likely to operato still more
strongly on this side the ivater. The notion is ob-
viously, however, more a projudice than any thing
else.—~The intercourse of nat.ons is now so intimate,
that whatever literary stores are open to an
Englishmen are cqually open to an American;
and for the making of a Dictionary of the language.
it really, therefore, can mattor little whether an
individual reside in London or New-York. Wecan
very well conceive how the political institutions and
habits of a people should exert an influence on
certain descriptions of thair literary produce,~but
not on their dictivparies. It is in our opinion, in
the highest degreo creditable to America, that the
encouragement she 'affords to learning, has been
already sufficient to give birtlt to such a book as this
of Dr. Webstor’s seems to bo.

——t——

REMARKABLE PRECCCITY OF TALENT.

Sigismund-Baron Von Praun. This youth who
is distinguished for his oarly aud very extraordinary
roficiency in the arts aund sciences, was born at
ynau, in Hungary, on the Istef Juue, 1811, where
bis father resided, as Colonel in the Austrian ser-
vice. In his sccond yoar ho was sble not only to
read with luency, but to give a counected sketch of
tho history of tho world.. On the 11th of November,
1813, (being theii 29 months old,) he was admitted
into tho second class of the gymnasium at that place :
aud at tho oxaminationof\shc 26.h of August, 1814,
he reccived the first prize for German reading and
writing, the Hungarman'language, the catechism
and drawing, in prefereuce to 70 scholars, who wero
much older than himself.- ‘At the public .xamina-
tion op. the 17th of March, 1815, heing three years
and nine months old, ho‘yeceived the sameo honors
tor the Latin and Arithmetic. But the most extra-
wrdinary was his astenishiog proficicncy in music.
In this third year he mado himself perfectly master

of tho violin; and at tho last mentioned examinu-
tion, ho performed on the mest difficult wistrumont
a composition by Pleyel, with universal applauso ;
a year after he gave his socond concertbefore Princo
Schwartzenburgh, wud the princinal Hungarian ny-
hility ; and from tiis tnomont the famo of this prodi-
gy spread itsell over Europe. In the summer of
1810, he gave soveral concorts at Vienna, and pre-
sonted & great part of his -recoipts to tho Invalid
fund, for which the Emperor honored him with the
order of Civi) Merit. In 1817, the cotmnenceincnt
of his 6th year, he began his professional tour, pass-
ed through Italy in a kind of triumpb, and received
from the Dutchess of Parma the ordor of Conatan-
tine, from tho Pope the Golden Spurs and tho Order
of St. John Lateran, was creato:d Palsgravoe, and re-
warded with a gold medal and a very flattering di-
ploma by the Royal Academy, before which ho had
exhibited with much eclat his proficiency in the sci-
onces. In his thirtecnth ycarho completed his lega!
studies, and received cighteen Rogal honorary di-
rlomas from Italy, Austria, Franco, and the Nother-
auds. He had scarce ettained his 15th year, when
lie had acquired the reputation of ono of tho first
playors, and was the author of sovoral works, among
which a beautiful manuscript~in soven languages
excited groat attention. His high reputation in-
creased with his subsequent tours through Italy,
Austria, Holland, France and Germany, of wkich
a longer detail would be superfluous hore, as the
accounts published in the journals of the countries
which he visited cannot be forgotten by the public.
Ho is at preseat at Nurembarg, and will next visit
Yerlin.—London Literary Gazette.
-ppo>
Eichborn, the elder of tho Univetsity of Cotting-
ham, has been in the habit oY studying 16 hburs n
a day during the last 55 years.
90l 0=
It is calculated that there aro fifty thousand per-
suns alive in Germany, who have written and pub-
lished books.
idd 2 Ld
The longevity of the German literati is romarka-
ble. Professor Strenumeyer, of Gouiugen, is de-
livering his one hundred and sixth course of lectures
Eichborn his one hundred and first; Heyne died at
86; Knastsr at 81 ; Michaelis at 74; Hallar at 70;
Kant at €05 Jacobi at 76; Wicland at 81; Klop-.
stock at 79 ; Goethe is now 77, &e. Wo law super-
anuates them. _All are hard students and volumin-
ous authors.—Dwight's Germany.
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THE SEASON.

From The City Gazette.

Waeregret to be informed, that in_ the Enlish set-
tlement on Long Greok, between Washmlemoack
and Sussex Vale, Rye, whith generally has heen
considered a suro crop, is this yeas likely in a great
measuro to fail. This is su(fposed to e in couse-
quence of being winter killed, and zlso of 2 heavy
snow storm which fell late in the Spring. e are
uot aware how it may be in other parts of the Coun-
try.

Sinee writing the forcéoing, we have been in-
formed by a porson from Sussox Vale, that although

- 1the bheavy and continued rains, and cool weather

which prevailed in May and June, priverted the
crops from coming forward as early as usual; yét
the late dry warm- weather, bas greatly revived
them. In that quarter none of the Rye is winter
killed, wheat, upon low wet ground has been par-
tially injured, but upon dry grounds it looks well, a
few late planted potatoes, perished in the ground,
but their place has been supplied with Buckwheat.
As the Indian Corn succeeded remarkably well last
year, a greater quanti than usual has beet planted
this year; and it has lately ussumed a promising
appearance. Our informant says, generally, thdt
more than usual sced of overy kind has been put
into tho ground this season, that appedrances war-
rant a favorable anticipation, that grnss also has
mych improved, and that the husbandmon, are
looking forward with hope, to an aburdant harvest.

From Maugerviile we learn, that the crops are
thought tc bo nearly, if not quite, threo weeks °
bohind the yrowth usual at this soason of the year.



