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The Dignity oif. a Calling is Ilts Utility

EDITORIAL.

Y an Act of the Ontario Legislature, every County and every
Territorial District in the Province may have the privilege
of having during all Colleye terims one student in atteud-

ance, and receiviag instruction at the College, without pay.
wment of auy tuition fee.  Jn lookiag over the last annual report, we
notice that thirty-three counties availed themselves of the privilege
last yenr. Thus we see that shile a few were fortunate in receiving
the pomination, the greater number of cqually good students were
compelled to sttend under additionnl expense without receiving a cor-
respoeding benefit.  This arrangement has caused us to don hitcle
thinking about tuition fees in geuneral, and those in councction with
our course here in particular.
of our thoughts.

Our public schoals are free because it 1s in the interests of the
people to see that every child is educated.  The High School Boards
aro permitted to charge a fee not exceeing one dollar per month.
We suppose the rosson they are nllowed to charge a fee is heeause the
education obtained fits a person to fill positions which carry with them
certain advantages.

The fotlarwing will judicate the trend

As one advances through  the different institu.
tions of lecrning, however. the fees becomie heavier in proportion as
the advantages accraivg to the student take upon themselves greater
value. This, we tako it, is the basisupon which all tuition fees should
be levied in putlic institutions. .

Upon this basis, then, there would be 2o fees charged during the
course for a diploma at this College. Au nssociate cannot go back to
his farm and charge his neighbors n fixed rate for the use of the idcas
gnined hicre, as many other College graduates can.  Every idea

~hich he npplies upor: his farm can be copied by those nvound him
without let or hindrance.  Tnke for illustmation the following: A
student spends two vears at the O. A. C. aud then goes bzk to his
farm: he adopts mewhods which are more successinl than those of
his neighbors; his friends ag a rule, will keep pace with him; in fact
they sce and adopt any method which is profitable with him. They
also reap the benefits of any experimenting which may be done with.
out the disappointments and losses of the experimenter.  Thus we
sec, that owing o the nature of the work which this course fits one to
do, a person canoot help sharing the benefits with his. ighbors, let
him be as sclfish as he may.

In order to estimato tho personal benefits derived from a course
here, let us teke forcomparison thecaseof twoboysof equalability. Sup-
posc thatafter passingtho Entrance, one goes to High Schoal, the other
10 the 0. A.C. At theend f two vears, one hins passed thie Primary
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Examination, the other has obtained an Associate Diplom.  Onohas
paid twenty dollars ‘u tuition fees: the other has paid forty.  Sup.
pose, further, that after completing their courscs, thesoboys are with-
out capital. One after attending Model Schiool, the expeases of which
can be defrayed by the carniugs of the summer’s work, is qualified to
teach school, for which he will receive three hundred dollase ser an-
num; the other is qualified to do good work on a farm for which he
receives one hu.-dred and fifty doliurs with board.  One works two
hundred and sixicen days of, let us say, cight hours a duy, which al-
lows him more ti1 e for prepamtion than is devoted to it by many
teachers; the othe works three hundred and eix days of twelve hours
a day, this gives him more than *%iv usual number of holidays not to
say anything of chores on Sundays.  uUne has time for study and re-
creation; the othcrhnglfttlcof cither. One has opportuniticsof speedy
advancement ;. the other must be content with slender hopes of pos-
Onc feels that his
position is duc to his certificate;  the other feels that his diploma ix

without intrinsic value to him.

sessing a farm at kome time in the dum future.

This, of course, is n one-sided com-
parison, but we want to illustrate but one 2’ ‘ng, namely, that as n
diplsna carries with it no personal advantages to the recipient, there
should be no tuition fee charged for it.

It is very desirable thas mare stucents, of theproper class, should
attend this College.  Exper eisan important factor with a frugal
farnier's son aud here the t. Jon fee 1as aa influcace. The cxpenses
of a course here scem to bo light when compared, in the usaal way,
with tnose of other Colleges, but the matteris scen In a differens light
when the comparison is imnade us akove indicated.  The factthat fees
are charged, eaters into the consideration wacu youny men are csti-
mating the cost of attendance here, and it is certain that many times
it is the ncauns of turning the halance against the interests of the Col.
lege and also those of the country. The sholition of fees would resaly
ju a larger attendance, while it wonld not dimninish therevenue to any
great extent, provided those only who are cligible for county nomi
nation are cxempt {rom the tax.

The Government lias provided baildings, eqnipment and cvery-
thing necessar+ to the pursuit of n thorough coureo of study, vet only
a smunll number have been tempted to take the course.  The abolition
of focs would be soand in principle, wise under existing conditions,
and would tend to the production of very desirable results.
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An apology is duc our subscribers for the late appearance of this
month’s paper, but, owing to the fact that several of our staff have re.
cently L. n putiing forth their final cffort to graduate, we were un-
able to go to press al au carlicr date.



