ey ————————— WS

118

PLEABANT HOURE,

p— e

THE ARMADILLO.

THE ARMADILLO.

Tuis isa curivus animal which lives in
Central and South Awcrica.  Thire are
fivo different hinds of them, dassitied ac
cording to the numler of thar tath and
toos.  Tho one an the pactuto has foat tos
o0ar tho foru fect and five on the hudl,. Wo
cannot seo them, for when hix pucture was
tuken bio was rolled up in » lall.  You sco
ho is covered with a peculiar coat of mail,
which is a great protection to his soft skin.
They aro lmnnh:.«. animals, znd when

ursued do not attempt to fight but simply
zogin to burrow in the ground, and as they
do so with wonderful mpidity they aro
scldom caught.  They are alsv rematkably
awift runners, often outstﬁpx‘ning A man.
They go abroad mostly at night, although
seme kinds venture forth n the daytume.

LESSON NOTES.

THIRD QUARTER

STUDIFS IN THE BOUK OF ACT3.

I3

LESSON IV. (July 4.
THR LAME MAN HTALED.

Acts3. 116

A.D. 30.)

Meniory verses, 6-8.
Gorpnxx TxxT.

. And his name through faith in his name

bath made this man strong. —Acts 3. 16.
Crxtratn TroTi,

‘The Gospel blesses the bodics and tho souls
of men.
IxTRODTCTION.

\Ve have now an account of ono of the
signs and wonders mentioned in the last
Jeason.  This onc s given because 1t had such
far-reachung resulta.

Hrrrs Over Haup Praces

Lame - From his Licth. Msationed to show
that the cure must have been from God.
Gate. . - . called Beantyynl — Prolably the gate
east of tho temple, between the court of the
Iaraclites and tho court of the Gentiles, called
Nicanor's gate. It was ot Conuthian brass,
plated with gold. It was fifty cubita—
soventy-five fect=high.  Kastenng A eyes—
Jle saw that the man had fauk  Such aa I
lave quve I thee—lthe Mivine power, which
was better than gold.  Every person gives of
what he has.  If he has gooditess or faith or
Iove or courage, he can unpaut these to
othiers. A bad man fmpaits what ts lald
Yherefure, o goed i 3ou would do goeod.
Yool him by the right Rand  An expros-iom
of symparhy and aid to his fath.  Prasy
ol” The truly healed in <aul alwavs wanty
10 prase God, and ty expras their prasse
This healing was a typo of what Chinst sull
docs for the hodics and souls of men.  Chins-
tianity cares for all the poor and sick n &
mulutnde of ways.  Faith can still do won-
dersof healing. It also gives happinees and

peace to the sick, promising that all things
shall work together for their good.  Porch
.o« . dolomon's—A cloister, ur portico of
marble columus tinrty-erght feet mgh, It
was 600 feet long, acroas the easturn side of
tho court of the Gentiles,  The God of Sbra-
ham - Your Gad, who had dune so many
wonders fur Sout furcfathers.  Phoouyh gasth
Both of th.c apostics and the lame man.

Find in this lesson —

Where to go for help.

What to do for those in need,

What all who are healed ahould do.

The way to be saved from sin.

Review Exercise,

1. What wasoue £ *he signs and wonders
wronght by the apostles? ““ A beggar was
cuted” of a forty years’ lameness.” 2 At
what plice? ¢ Near the Beautaful gate of the
temple.” 3. Inwhat way ? ¢ Icter took him
by the hand and 8aid @ * In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazarcth rise up and walk.'” 4.
\What did tho latwe man Jdo? ** He arose and
went into the temple, walking, leaping, and
praising God.”

CaTECIISHM QUPSTIONS.

31. 1s the person of the Divine Spirit often
mentioned in Scripture?

Yes; from the beginning of the Bible to
tho end—~but especially iu the New Testa-
ment, -

32, How is he generally spoken of ?
. Somnctimes as a persanal ngent, and some-
times as an influence or gift coming down
from God.

THE DRINK CURSE.

TxERE is no doubt Lut drink is thecurve
of the civilized world. It has always been
a source of national degradation and weak-
ness, the great obstacle to moral and so-
cial progress.  Mr. Gladstone stated i the
House of Commons that the drink had in-
flicted on the world greater evils than war,
pestilensce and famine combined. Canadian
Judges have dalanad from the beneh that
four fifths of the crimne commutted in this
country 1 a direct result of the drinking
custom. The Supremo Court, of the Unit
States, in an official decision, averred that a
greater amount of misery is shown “by the
statistics of every State to be attributable
to intoxicating drinks than to any other
source. Every man can look about him and
seo the distress, suffering, and ruin wrought
by this arch-destroyer.

The appette for liquor is an acquired
halut, save s a fen waws where itas ap-
pateatly hereditary. The chief means of
acpunng the halut i this country has heen
the abonuinable custom of **troating.” 1t
15 stated by oven easunl obiservers that the
*treatin; - custom is on the decline.  Self-
respocting wen ne longer frequent bar-
rooms, and. when they do go iuto these
}:l:\ccs thoy genemlly try to aveid the

rout door. This is something gained.

The refusal of solf-respecting womcen to
marry drinking men is atill another gain.
Within a short time there havebeon ropurts
of at least dwo matrimonial alliancex sud-
denlybrokoen up becauso the young woten
discovered the smell of liquor sbout their
intonded husbands.  When socicty fronns
on the drmking man he will becomo less
numerous. As to the habitual drunkard, he
18 every day counng to be more regarded 48
a dangerous person, not entitled to bo at
Iargo. An enunent physician, Dr. Crothers,
says that ** the liburty of the invbriste end
tho mmane 1 equally dsugerous , the mo
ment o iman bocomes a drunkard ho forfeita
all rights to liberty, aud becumes a ward of
tho Stato, and should bo coutrolled.”  En-
force this doctrine and drunkards would
also bo less nunerous.—Truth,

e

Thou 8halt Not.
Y OLARA SCHELL.

\Vuxx old Mount Sinai’s brow was wieathed
In clouds and smoke, and lightnings played
About 1t, while the thunder breathed
‘heir warnings forth to hearts dumaycd,
When a'l the mountain quaked, and God
Descended on thatawful spot,
And tatked with Moscs face to faco,
Jehovah uttered, * Thou shalt not.”

Through all the ages passed away, *

That warning voice rang loud’and clear ;
It plainly apeaks to us to-day,

And woe to them that will not hear?
Concerning every cvil thing,

The flagraut act or secret thought,
The perron's sin or nation’s crime,

Tho changeless law is ** Thou shalt not.”

Que natton sanctions and defends
‘The liquor tratfic.  Year by f'ur
Its deadly, sultle puwer extends.
From Fast and West, from far and ncar,
A mighty wail of woe is heard ;
A protest comes from hall and cot,
Whilo rulers bid defiance bold
To him whose word says, ** Thou shalt not.”

And think you that our God is deaf
To bitter cries of dark despair?
And all unhecding of the grief
That these poor burdened victims bear ?
Nay, verily, God is not slack
Concering Fromisca we're taught,
And woo to all who proudly spurn
The juet commandment * Thou shalt not.”

Oh, let us rise whilo Mercy pleads,
And save our land from Rum’s fell swayl
God’s grace is pledged for all our needs,
He caulls us—shall we not obey ?
The opposing forces are arrayed—
This conflict is with mcaning fraught.
Rum’s banuers plead for compromise,
The host of God say, *Thou shalt not.”

Oh, let us gird the armour on,
Against the powers of darkness stand,
Yea, and if need be stand alone
And bold the fort at his command.
Our cause is just, our Leader true;
The foc may toil and rage and plot,
But we shall triutnph in the name
Of him who first said ‘‘ Thou shalt not.”

“NOBODY'S BUSINESS.”
BY AlES. M. A. HOLT.

*WreLy, it is none of my business any-
how. If the fool insists upon going to the
devil, wh{, he will have to go,” and Mr.
Marshall looked as though the matter did
not concern him in any way.

“You arc mistaken, Mr. Mamshall, in
thinking this is nuno of your business, for
it is your business—as much as it is mine
or any ono clso’s. A young man like
Howard Youngs will not go to ruin alone,
for ho will be sure to take some. one else
with him. And besides, it is a moral
stigma upon any ncighbourhood wihen a
bright young man like Howard rushes
along to ruin, and no hand is reachod out
to save hin.” And Mr. Eaton, an he aaid
thix, looked soher and thoughtful.

¢ How scrious you Jook at cverything,
Eaton. Now Lhcliove that Howand Youngs
will do just as ho pleases, wnd would not
bo wnfluenced by you or me, or in fact by
auy one. Then why worry over what does
votaflect onrinterestsin the least. I'msure
as long as he does not trouble-me 1 shall
not molest him. I mecan thoroughly to
mind my own business.”

* Well, perhaps you are right, but your

-

reazening sounds very much like the
who asked, *Am T my brother's keepior
T think that you will see your mistaliy
later on, although J sincerely hope that thi
devil will keep his hands away from youd
own boy.” .
“Don’t borrow any trouble about
son, Eaton, for it i+ a8 much a8 you cah
to look after Howand Youngs,” and )
Marshall laughed just as ho always did oved
trivial matters. 5
Two years passed after tho above convee]
sation occurred beforo Howard Youngg
reached the ond of hiscourse  ** the devi
as Mr. Marshall oxpressed it. Probaby
his master did not mean to have the lilg
which was completely in his own power o
off 8o suddenly, for the misguided youn
man was doing too much for Satan to
taken from tho world by one for whom
was Iabouring so faithfully. But he hed
violated nature's law, and the law was ju§
in meeting out the deserved penalty. So
died after a two weeks’ carousal, and
Jaid away in the grave ere he had fair
ceached manhood’s golden land. Poor boy
ho died just as do many others who ha
4ecen robbed of all that makes life beautlé
ful. Ho sleeps in a dishonoured gra¥
without even a single stone to record
name to those who byit. i
But this sad fact 18 not all, for he,
did drag others along with him, until
too felt the demon’s breath upon thil
faces, and then the struggle for libed
was long and terrible. e of his boi
companions was the son of Mr. Marsh
who believed in * minding his own bug
ness.” When the terrible truth
apparent to the deceived father, there wyf
frantic efforts to save his son, and alseg
lunnble confession to his neighbour Eatg
Other boys too were tempted, and fell, a
alinost every family in the community
the evil influences springing up and be
ing fruit from two or three fast youl
men. :
So it was somebody’s business besid
the poor victims who went to ruin.
homes were filled with sorrow and o
Jives were haunted with sad memories
Jong years, because there was none to re
out a helping hand toa wandereraway
a pure life.

Semething New!

CERTIFICATE OF - HONO\
PLEDGE

yoR

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

A beautiful desigs, printed in black §
gold, with floral ornamentation—aise; 3
xlﬁ inches—with the following ppen
P s

<], the undersigned, do Rereby IR
pledge myslf to abstain from:ak;
intoxicating drinks of cvery name ors
kind, including malt, brewed and3
Sermented liquors, and not to partale S
of the same or furnish tAem 0 olhirs 28
a1 & beverage, and o endeavowr, by ]
all means within my power. and Ly
my mifluence, (o promote and adoence’
the Temperance Cawse in cvery hon-J
ourablesay': Witncii my siguature.”3
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thhml;(:fhmmﬂ!hy\
0 witnoes of the offoors of the achodl. 4
Price, 35 centseach.  Por dosen, 9

Send for a sample of this beautiful-Pig
Cextificate. .
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WILLIAM BRIGG!
Methodist Book and Poblishing Housl
Toromto. 5
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