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DIVINITY.

I commencing this Religious Journal, the Edi-
tors think they cannot better meet the expecta-
tions of* their readers, or promote their spiritual
improvement, than by presenting them, as the
first article in ¢ Divinity,” with the following
cxcellent sermon, preached and published many
years since, and designated

GOD*S LOVE TO FALLEN MAN.

€ Not as the offenie, so also is the free gift.?

— Roxaxs v. 14,

1. How exceeding common, and how bilter, is
the outcry against our first parent for the mischief
which he not only bronght upon himself, but en-
tailed upon his latest posterity ! It was by his
wilful rebellion against God that “sin entered
into the world.”? ¢« By one man’s disobedience,™
as the Apostie observesy the many, of polloi, as
many as were thenin the loins of their forefather,
«were made,” or constituted, ¢ sinners:?? not
only deprived of the favour of God, but also of
his image—of 2ll virtue, rightcousness and true
heliness; and sunk, partly into the image of the
devil—In pride, malice, and all other diabolical
tempers; pattly into the image of the brute, be-
ing fallen under the dominion of brutal passions’
and grovelling appetites.  Hence also death en-
tered into the world, with all his forerunners and
attendants—pain, sickness, and a whole train of
uneasy, as well as unholy, passions and tempers,

2. &« For all this, we may thank Adam,” has
cchoed down from generation to generation. The
sclf-same charge has been repeated in every age
and cvery nation, where the oracles of God zre
krown ; in which alone this grand and important
event has been discovered to the children of men.
Has not your heart, and probably your lips too,
joined in the general charze?” How few are
there of those who believe the scriptural relation
of the fall of man, that have not entertained the
same thought concerning our first parent ; severe-
1y condemning him that, through wilful disobe-
dience to the sole command of his Creator,

¢ Brought death into the world, and all our woe !

3. Nay, it were well if the charge rested here:
but it is certain it does not. It cannot he denied
that it frequently glances from Adam to his Cre-
tor. Have not thousands, even of these who are
called Christiens, taken the liberty to call his
mercy, if not his juslice also, into guestion, on
this very account? Some, indeed, have done
this a little more modestly, in an oblique and in-
direct mannez 3 but others have thrown aside the
mask, and asked, < Did not God foresce that
Adam wonld abuse Uis liberty 2 And did he not
know the baneful cansequences which this must
naturally have onall his posterity 7 And why,
then, did e petmit that disobedicnce? Was it
not casy for the \linighty to have prevented it 92
—He certainly did foresce the whole.  This can-
not bie denied : for ¢ known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the world 3 rather,
from all ctemity, 2s the words apo aionos proper-
Iy signify. And it wasundonbtedly in his power
to prevent it; for ke hath all power bath in hea-
ven and eath.  But it was knowa 2o him, at the
same time, that it was best, upon the whole, not
to preventit. e kaew that <« not as the trans-

ression, so is the free gift 3*2 that the evil result-
ing from the former was nol as the good resulting
from the Tatler—not worthy to be compaed wit
it. He saw that to permit the 2l of the first

man was far best for mankind in general § that
abundantly more good than evil would accrue to
the posterity of Adam by his fall; that if ¢«sin
abounded®? " thereby over all the earth, yet grace
would ¢ much more abound ; yea, and that to
every individual of the human race, unless it was
his own choice.

4. It is exceeding strange that hardly any
thing has been written, or at least published, on
this subject ; nay, that it has been so little weigh-
ed or understood by the generality of Christians;
especially consideting that it is-not a watter of
mere curiosity, hut atruth of the deepest import-
ance ; it being impossible on any other principle,

T asscrt a gracious Providence,
And justify the ways of God with mcen 3

and considering withal how plain this important
truth is to 2l sensible and candid inquirers.
May the Lover of Men open the eycs of our un-
derstanding, to perceive clearly that, by the fall
of Adan, mankind in general have gained a ca-
pacity,

First, of heing more holy and more happy on
earth, and,

Secondly, of being more happy in heaven, than
otherwise they could have been'!

1. And, first, mankind in general have gained,
by the fall of Adam, a capacity of attaining more
holiness and happiness on earth than it “would
have boen possibic for them to attain if Adam had
not fallen. | For if Adam had not fallen, Christ
had not died. Nothing-can be more clear than
this ; notking mote undeniable : the more tho-
roughly we consider the point, the more deeply
shall we be convinced of it. Unless all the par-
takers of human nature had received that deadly
wound in Adam, it would not have been needful
for the Sor: of God to take our nature uwpon him.
Do you not sec that this was the very ground of
his coming into the world? <« By onc man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin: and
thus death passed upon all,”? through him in whom
all men sinned. (Rom. v. 12.) Was it not to re-
medy this very thing that ¢ the Word was made
flesh,’? that ¢ asin Adam all died, so in Christ
all?? might ¢«be made alive?” Unless, then,
many had been madde sinners by the disobedience
of one, by the obedience of one many would not
have been made righteous: (verse 19:) so there
would have been no room for that amazing dis-
play of the Son of God’s love to mankind : there
would have been no accasion for his being ¢« obe-
dicnt unto death, even the death of the cross.”
1t could not then have been said, to the astonish-
ment of all the hosis of heaven, € God so loved
the world,” yea, the ungodly world, which had
no thought or desite of returning to him, ¢ that
he gave his Son™ out of his bosom, his ouly-be-
gotten Son, ¢ to the end that whasoever believ-
cth on him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.??  Neither could we then have said, ¢ Go:
was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself 3
or, that tic ¢ nade him to be sin,” thatis, a sin-
offering, ¢ for us, who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God through
him.?  There would have been no such oceasion
for such “an Advocate with the Father,”? as
¢ Jesus Cluist therighteous 3 neither for his ap-
pearing “at the right hand of God, to make in-
tercession for ns.”?

2. What is the necessary consequence of this?
It is this: there could then have been no such
thing_as faith in God thus loving the world, giv-
ing his enly Sen for us men, and for our salvation.
There coulidl have heen no such thing as faith in
the Son of God, as % loving us and giving him-
self for us.?> There could have been no faith
in the Spirit of God, as renewing the image of

God in our hearts, as raising us from the death of
sin unto the life of righteousness. Indeed, the
whole privilege of justification by faith could have
had no existence; there could have been no re-
demption in the blood of Christ; neither could
Chuist have hcen ¢ made of God unta us,? either
# wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,® or 4 re-
demption.”?

3. Aud the same grand blank which wwas in our
faith must likewise have been in our love. We
might have loved the Author of our being, the
Father of angels and men, as cur Creator and
Preserver: we might have szid, €O Lori our
Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the
carth > But we could not have lovcd him under
the nearest and dearest relation—as delivering
up his Son for us all.  We might have loved the
Son of God, as being ¢ the brightness of his Fa-
ther’s glory, the express image of his person;»
(although this groumf see:ns to belong rather to
the inhabitants of heaven than earth;) but we
could not have loved him as & bearing our sins in
his own body on ‘the free,” and # by that one
oblation of himself once offered, making a full sa-
crifice, ohlation, and satisfaction for the sins of the"
whole world.””  We could not have been ¢ made
conformable to his death,? nor have knawn ¢¢ the
power of his resurrection. 1We could not have
loved the Holy Ghost, as revealing to us the Fa-
ther and the Son 5 as opening the eves of our un-
derstanding 5 bringing us out'of datkness into his
marvellous light ; renewing the image of God in
our soul, and sealing us unto the day of redemp-
tion. So that, in truth, what is now ¢ in the
sight of God, even the Father,” not of fallible
men, ¢ pure relizion and undefiled,” would then
have had no heing; inasmuch as it wholly de-
pends on these grand principles,—¢ By grace ye
are saved through faith 3 and, ¢ Jesus Christ is
of God made unto us wisdom, and rightecusness,
and sanctiication, and redemption.”

4. We scc, then, what unspeakable adrantace
we derive from the fall of our first parent, witha
regard to faith ;—faith both in God the Father,
who spared not his own Son, his only Son, but
¢ wounded him for our transgressions,’” and
¢ bruiscd bim for ouriniquitics 77> and in Cod the
Son, who poured out his soul for us trunsgressors,
and washed us in _his own blood. \We see what
advantage we derive therefrom withregard to the
love of God: both of God the Father and God the
Son. The chief ground of this love, a5 Jongas
we remain in the T)ody, is plainly declared by the
Apostle: € We love Him because He fitst loved
us.” But the greatest instance of his love had
never been given, if Adam had not fallen,

3. And as onr faith, both in God the Father and
the Son, receives an unspeakable increase, if rot
its very being, froin this grand event, as does also
our love both of the Father and the Son; so does
the love of our noighbour also, our benevolence:
to all mankind, which cannot but increase in the
same propostion with our faith and love of God.
For who does not apprehend the force of that in-
ference drawn by the loving Apostle : < Beloved.
if God so loved us, we ought also o love one 2n-
other.”” I God SO loved us j—observe, the
stress of the argument lies on this very point: SO
loved us, as to deliver up his only Son to die i
cursed death for our salvation. Beloved; what
manner of love is this wherewith God hath love.,
us; so as to give his only Son, in glory equal
with the Father, in majesiy co-cternal?” What
manner of love is this wherewith the only-begot-
ten Son of God hath loved us, so as to empty Aim-
self, as far as possible, of his eternal Godhead ;
as to divtst himscif of that glory which he had
with the Father before*the world- began 3 as to
take upon him the form of 2 servant, being found



