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Spirlt which actuated Cunadians  were not
-Canadiang—although. digloyal at that period.
their weakness.itmisht ~ We may fairly deduce
lead them to deprecate . . o
hostilities—yet, not ad- this faet, as far
verse to Great Britain, Upp\!l‘ Canada is con-
cerned, from the temor of  General
Brock’s despatches.  Lven so far back as
12th February, 1812, we find him writing
to Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant-Cieneral,—
“¢ T have reason to look for the aciuicscence
of the two Houses to every measure I may
think necessary to recommend, for the peace
and defence of the country. A spirit has
manifested itself’ little expected by those
wwho conceived themselves the hest qua-
lified to judge” Even in speaking of
those who were consi@ered, i not hostile,
1o be, atleast, indifferent to British interests,
the Lieutenant-Governor remarks: «I do
not, of course, think it expedient to damp
the ardour displayed by those once doubtful
characters. The most powerful apponents
to Governor Gore’s Administration take the
1ead on the present ocension. “Some opposed
Mr. Gore evidently from persanal motives,
ut never forgeited the right ¢f heing num-
bered among the loyal.  Tew, very few are
actuated by base or unworthy considerations;
their character will very sovi, however, he
put to a severe test.  The measures which 1
intend to propase are—L. ¢ A Militin Sup-
plementary Act 3’ 2. ¢ The Suspension of the
Habeas Corpus;’ 3. ¢ An Alien Law? .
“An Act for the better upprchension of
deserters.”
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Now, although General Brock fonnd him-
self beaten, in the House of Assembly, on
both the Militia and Habeas Corpus Acts,
yet we find, in the reasons he assigns, no
ground to change our opinion. On the con-
trary, he distinetly attributes the misearriage
of these two measures—the first was lost by
the casting-vote of the chairman, and the
second by an almest cqually trifling majo-
rity—to the strong scatiment that prevailed,
that war was not likely to occur with the
United States ; an opinion which was care-
fully disseminated by the numerons settlers
from that country, and which tended mate-
rially to influence the votes of the mem-
bers, or of such of them at least as, hy
their ignorance of the real pesition of

affairs, were casily hetrayed into error.
That CGeneral Brock, at all events, saw no
reason to induce 2 change of opinion, is
pretty evident, if we may judge from the
tone of his despatch, of 10th May, to Sir
George Prevost, the Governor-General :—
“ Every one with whom I have had an
opportunity of conversing, assures me that
an exceedingly good  disposition prevails
among the people.”  The soundness of this
opinion was most triumphantly established
by subscquent cvents,—not the least im-
portant of which was, that as soon the Militia
Bill, but slightly modified, was passed,
although a clause had heen introduced,
anthorizing the raising of flank companies,
to be trained :t least six times in each month,
and although the inhabitants knew that they
would have to go to a great distance to
attend parade, would be linble to heavy
expense, and be subject to no inconsider-
able privations, the flank companies, in the
districts in which they were established,
were instantly completed with volunteers;
and, indeed, an almost unanimous disposi-
tion to serve was evinced. Now, this feel-
ing was manifested at a time when the pros-
peeis of the Colony were most gloomy, and
when the almost defenceless condition of the
Provinee was bat too apparent,—at a time
when the Governor, on whose judgment so0
much depended, was forced to acknowledge,
that alihough cvery man capable of carry-
ing a musket, along the whole of the line,
shoull be prepared to act, he * had nota
musket more than would sufiice to ann part
of the militin from Kingston westward.”

The advices from Englaund at this june-
ture were also equally dispiriting, so much
so, that, about this time, Col. Baynes is
found expressing himself, ¢ Sir Geo. Prevost
has directed me to inform you, that unless
reinforcements  arrite from England, (of
which his Excellency is not sanguing, as the
prevailing apprehension in England seems
to be, that hostilitics wounld not cnsue on
this continent; and as, moreover, the pledge
hell ont in the Prince Regent's speech, of
supporting with cnergy the contest in Por-
tugal and Spain, renders it little likely that
troops will he sent to this quarter.) althangh
he may be very desitons to render you any



