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total defeat, and a general massacre must
have cnsued,” 'This was conducted in a
masterly manner by Col. Croghan, who had
lost that valuable and cver fo be lamented
officer, Major Ilolmes, who, with Capt. Van
1Xorn, was killed by the Indians.”

It is worthy of remark that to the Indians
is here given the credit of this repulse, and
had this really not been the case, there is no
doubt but that Mr. Thomson would gladly
have swelled the roll of difficulties which the
Amecrieans had to coutend against. Asitis,
Mr. Thomson declares *that the Indians
alone excecded the strength of Col. Croghan’s
detachment, and that this intrepid young
officer was compelled to withdraw his forces
after having sustained a loss of sixty-six
killed and wounded.”

There were but fifty Indians on the island
at the time of the attack, so that Mr. Thom-
son’s “intrepid youny officer,”’ the hero of
Sandusky, did not cover himself with laurels
on the oceasion.

Shortly after the arrival of Col. McDouall
at Michilimacinae, he
was joined by so many
of the Western Indians,
that he felt warranted in despatching a party
to attack the late Indian post of Prairie du
Chien, some four hundred and fifty miles
from Michilimacinac, on the Mississippi,
which had been lately taken possession of by
Gen. Clark, A St. Louis paper states that
“every attention was directed to the erection
of a temporary place calculated for defence,
that a new fort was progressing, and that
the defence was entrusted to one hundred
and thirty-four danntless young fellows from
the country.”” Besides these dauntless young
fellows, we know that sixty rank and file of]
the 7th regiment were present. All this
preparation shows the importance attached
to the post, and makes it the more strange
that no American author should have alluded
to the expedition despatched against it.

Attack on the post of
Y'rairie du Chien.

The object in making this attack was to
remove the possibility of an unespected
attack on Michilimacinac from the rear.
Col. McKay’s dispateh to Col. MeDouall will
be found sufficiently explanatory without
further comment from us.

From Lieutenant-Colonel MKy to Licutenant~
Colonel B Douull

Prairie du Chien, Fort 3’ Kay.

SIR, July 27, 1814,

1 have the honour to communicate to you,
that I arrived here on the 17th instant at 12
o’clock ; my force amounting to 650 men :
of which, 150 were Michigan fencibles,
Canadian volunteers, and officers of the In-
dian department, the remainder Indians.

I found that the enemy had a small fort,
situated on a height, immediately behind
the village, with two blockhouses, perfectly
safe from Indians, and that they had 6 picces
of cannon, and 60 or 70 effective men,
officers included. That, lying at anchor in
the middle of the Mississippi, dirvectly in
front of the fort, there was a very laxge gun-
boat, called Governor Clark, gun-boat No. 1,
mounting 14 pieces of cannon, some 6 and 3
pounders, and a number of cohorns, manned
with 70 or 80 men with muskets, and
measuring 70 feet keel. This floating
blockhouse is so constructed, that she can
be rowed inany direction, the men on board
being perfectly safe from small arms, while
they con use their own to the greatest ad-
vantage.

At half-past 12 o'clock, I sent captain
Anderson with a flag of truce, to invite them
to surrender, which they refused. My in-
tention was not to have made an attack till
next morning at day-light ; but, it being
impossible to control the Indians, I ordered
our gun to play upon the gun-boat, which
she did with a surprizing good cffect ; for,
in course of three hours, the time the action
lasted, she fired 806 rounds, two-thirds of
which went into the Governor Clark. They
kept up a constant fire upon us, both from
the hoat and fort. We were an hour be-
tween two fires, having run our gun up
within musket-shot of the fort, from whence
we beat the boat out of her station. She
cut her cable and ran down the current,
and was sheltered under the island. We
were obliged to desist, it being impossible,
with our little barges, to attempt to board
her, and our only gun in pursuit of her would
have exposed our whole camp to the cnemy ;
she therefore made her escape.
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